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THE VOLUNTEER REVIEW.

T0 THE QUEEN.

N Loyalto the royat In thyee!f,

And Joval to thy land, as thistothee—

Bear witness, that reme mberabie d.-‘y .,

Whon, pale as yet, and fever-worn, t 10 Prince
Who searco hid pinck’d his tilekoring tfe again
From halfway down the shadow of the grave,
’'assed with thoo thro' u:ly people and thelr love,
And London roll'd one tide of joy thro’ all

Hor trebled miltfons and long leagnes ofnan
And welcomae ! withess, 100, the silent ery,

Tne prayer of many arace and creed, and ellne—
Thundorless Yghtnings striking ander sen

From sunset and sungise of all thy reatm,

And that true North, vhoreof we lately heard

A stratn 0 shamo us ** Keop you to vourselves,
So loyat istoo costly ! Friends, your love

Is but a burthen, loose the bond and go.”

1s this the tone of cmpire ? here the faith

That made usrulers ® this, indeed, hor voiee
And meaning, whom tho roarof IHougoumnnt
Lefe ralghtiest of ati peaples ander heaven ?
What shock has foo ed het stuce, that she should

spoak
Sa feebly ? wealthler—wealthier hour by hour ¢
The volce of Britain, or a sinking land,
Some third-ratoisle halt-lost among her seas?
There raug her volce when the full city pealed
Theo and thy Prince! tho luyai to thelr cronwn
Are loyal to their own far sone, who love
Our occnn-emalro with her boundiess homes
For ever-broadening England, and her throns
1u our vast urient, and vne islo, one -,
‘hat knows not her own gre stness ; i€ she knows
And dreads 1t wo are fall’'n—itut thou, my Uneew,
Nor for itsolf, but thro' thy hisins love
For one to whom 1 made it o'cr hiczrave
Sacred ncccsz this old fmperfect tale,
New oid.uu shadowing Sense at war with Soud,
Rather than that dray King, Shiose tiinection,
Streams itke a cloud, man-staped, from i wn-
tain peak
And cleaves to catrn and Cromiech stili, or huin
Of Geollrey's haok, or litm of Malleor's, one
‘'ouch by thy adulterous finger ofa thine
7 hat hover'd hetween war and wantouuess,
And crowanings and dethrouements ; take withal
‘Thy t’s blessing, and histrast that Ieaven
Wil blow the tempest fu the distance bucek.
From thinc and ours; for some are xcared who
mark
0Or wisely or unwisoly, signs of starm
Waverings of every vane with every wind,
And wordy trucklings to the trnsient g
And fierce or careless looseners of the faith
And softness bleeding scorn of simple fe,
or cowardice, the chitld of 1ust fur gold,
Or Labor, with a groan and sut i vuice,
Or Artwwith polsonous honey stal'a fram Er uee,
And that which kunows, but careful for itself,
And that which kuows not, ruting that which
knows
To {1s own harm ; {hie goal of this great warld
Tles boyond sight; yet—if our slowly grown
And erowned Republic'sCrom sl comtnolscusc,
That saved her many time not fail ~thelr fears
Aro morning shadows huger than the shapes
That cast them, not those gtootnter which furcgo
The darkness of that battlo inthe West,
Where atl of high and ltoly dles away.,

DRAGUONS; OR, MOUNTED RIFLEMEN.

Anagitation has existed for ~ome time as
to tho formation of a new designation of
corps under the name of * Mounted ifle-
men ; or, Infantry on Ilorsehack.” The
1dea seems to be very unpalatable to cavairy
soldiers. They scem not to be able to bear
tho idea of beingn any way confurmed with,
ormixed up with, even m nane, anything
that moves on foot. Now, 1% i3 a pity that
the tictical applications of 2 body of menand
horses such as s desiderated, cannot be ob-
tamned without effecung the prejudices of
of our military conservatives. The Ameri
cansg claim the invention of mounted infan.
trv as among tho raany novelties they have
introduced to the world, althoughit is well
known, that at the Cape a body of mounted
infantry did good service in the Ciffre wars.
It is a pity that every sor! of otyectinnshoud
be raked-up by cavalry officers, agmrst this
system, which prejudice can invent, whilo
all the time, a large proportion of our caval
ry are really and truly destined for the very
work wlich is wanted. Our dragoons for
instance, are simply musketecrs, and a part
of theirduty is to light on foot with their
fircarms. Thosame thing may bo sud of
our regiments of carabinecers, why tien the
prejudice, when the practice and the prin-

Major Brackenbury recommends the usoe o

duties are more for risling down the onemy
sword or lance in hanl.

In n recent arvliclo the Pull Mull Gazelte

the subject of mounted riflemen has been
once more brought into prominence by CCol-
onel Hamley, to point out how the obvious
want of suelt a force on the French side in
1870 struck the american generals who wera
looking on. General Sheridax, it is_well
known, expressed verbally a strong opinion
that agamst such & mounted corps as he
mmself had commanded in the Shenandoah
Valley, and afterwards on the James Riverin
1864 5.it would have been impossible to keep
the German communications open to the
besieging army of Par's.”

We also find the followiag iuteresting ar
cle in the Allahkabud LPeoneer .—*Dragoons.
-No doubt many men who have watched care
| fully therecent progress in the science of tac-
| les have come tu the conclusion that the
mouanted riflemen or dragoon, properly so call
ed, 1s likely to play animportant partn fu-
true wars. Most of our readers call to mind an
episode i the Autumn Manccuvres, when a
Hussar regiment found itself alone opposed
to infuntry, sent forward a dismounted troop
who crept up unperceived withishort range
of the enemy ; n second squadron, maounted,
then threatened to charge, upon which the
infantry skirmishers formed rallying squares
but were immediately fired into by the dis-
mounted hussars who taking them in such
compact formation would have nearly des-
troyed tbem. In the fight too at Wi hford
a small detachment of the Bays keptinac-
tive the wholo of the Wilts Yeomanry by the
admirable skit: w-.h which they chlose thewr
ground, at the gorge of an old eantrench-
ment at the enterance to a wood. [hey
galloped out to charge thewr opponents’
skirmishers when these yentured within
reach, and with tho carbine tire of a few dis.
mounted men, posted under cover of the
entrenchment, kept at bay the main body
when they advanced to their skirmnishers
support.

“Tho above are of course instances of the
employment as moanted rifles of cavalry
proper, butin actual warfare men armed
with long rifles would necessarily produce by
their firo farmoroe effect than could ever be
he caso with cavalry carbines, especitlly as
the latter are in the hands of men who are
very praperly taught to pay far moro atten
tion to horsemanship and swordsmanship
tha they do to muskeiry \Wo would especi
ally call attention to the importance attach
ed to this description of force by those who
have been and are now engaged in reorgan
zing the Russian Army. In No. LXVIL of
the Journal of the Lleyal Uniled Sercice Insli
tution tho strength of tho various arms of
their service is given by Licut. Vincent of
the 23rd Fusiliors, and the Dragoons are
said by him to be in the proportion of 18
rogiments to 34 of ordinary cuvalry. The
reason  why, forso many years, so litile
value has heen attached to corps which

skirmsihers, even when diswounte-d, of com
paratively litle consequence, lut owing
to the general disstubution of rifles nd the

be productive of important resuits

ciplo have long been recognised in Servicoi_l

said : — “ It will not be amiss just now, when !
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|
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ovor estimatod, but itis not only in thisre-
spect that mounted men havea greatadvan-

“mounted riflemen’ fur artillory escorts, so! tago over ordinary infantry , it is ovident
18 not to weaken cavalry rogiments whose; that men on foot after & smart run of 400

or 500 yards, will seldom be cool enough to
take eareful and deliberate aim, but any °
ono can gallop & horse dcuble that distanco
without losing his breath or being rendered
unsteady. It must often happen, when a
strong position is to be assaulted, that if the
attacking force can unly get up within a fow
hundred yards of tho enemy, it can there
obtain somo sort of cover, but that to pass
over the tervenirg space is the difticulty,
if not the impossibility; in such instances
dragoons would often be able to render good
servico, Passing rapidly over the open
ground in extended order they would dis-
mount on reaching a bank or dip in tho
ground affording a fuir amount of cover, and
then open a destructive firo upon the
enemy's line at comparatively close quarters
incurring perhaps little risk themsclves
except to their horses. As an escort for
aruillery, and above all to cover a retreat,
this description of troops would be parlicu-
larly suitablo, skirmishing on foot they
would by the firec of their rifles delay the
advance of the encmy far more eflectually
than is generally possible for ordinary cav.
alry who have in so many instances, in the
attempt to save the infantry sactificed them-
selves without producing any corrsponding
advantage; at the same time dragoons, like
other mounted men, have the means of mak*
ing a rapid retreat and saving themsclves
when they can no Jonger hold their ground.
A few years ago. it was thought by many
persons that mounted riflemen would ero
fong supersedo regular cavalry ; but such
opmions can no longer be held, and our
sheavier sill not only maintain then present
position, bnt it1s not impassible that they
ay so:ue day bo furnished with cuirassos,
tho utility of which was strikingly exhibited
m the campaigns 1 France; nor, on tho
other hand,will mouunted rifles take the placo
of our dashing Hussar regiments, but they
would more properly form a distinct class,
and thoy should be taught to consider the
nifle as their weapon, not the sabre.

** Thero scoms to us no particular reason
for keeping up certain corps as medium
cavalry. too light to meet such men as our
Life Guardsmen 1n a charge, and unnecces*
sanly heavy for hght cavalry work ; our Dra.
goon Guards, and if necessary some other
regiments, should be so mounted and
equipped that they may recounter contn-
ental Curassters on at least equal terms,and
the cfficiency of the Ilussar regiments, who
are already s0 dustinguished abixght. cavalry,
nught probably be increased by duminishung
turtber the weight which their horses have
to carry; but the third division of this arm
of tne service should inour optuion be really
dragoons, that s to say, hght mtaniry, arm
ed with good rifles, but possessing 1n auld
tton that power o3 rapid tocomution which
nothing but 2 good horse and & good scat
ucross conntry can give'

THE ARMY OF CANADA

The cditod of the montlily ** Awny List *

could act both on horseback and on foot,| Lis at last deigned to recognise the exist
has no doubt been the muaccuracy of tho fire, tance of the Canadian Milria.
arms used, which rendered the lire of & few | Issuo devotes no less than fo ty pages to

The Feby

list of tho officers of the scver-t corps
which tho forcs consists. ladeed tho great
er part of the space set apart for Colonial

great improvement lately made o them,, Militia and Volanteer i+ absuibed by Canad:
tho well-directed tiro of a few men may now | and tho gross nogligente or blundering,
Il ; Loth, which for many months has led 2o the
value of rapidity of movement canust Le omissian of all mention of so inportant 3



