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ter of astontshment to find, as, if common
report be correct, wo havo recently found n
peraon in the position of an officer of the
Foroe. -lagracing his commission by pub-
liely ~xpressing his opinfon and his hope
that ke Dominlon Forces if called cut to
suppress an infamous riot, would not oboy
theit officers. Yt undorour conditions of
culture, dur citizen soldiery ought to be be-
vond tho inflacnco of vulgar demngogues,
and to be nblo to perceive clearly that his
duty as asoldier is, whiloncting as such, to
put asido all politieal party feeling, and ro
gard himselfsimply as tho ropresentative of
Inw and order in its highest form.

Lot it be romemborzd iu this conneotion,
that. the nusohlef of a violent and insubordi.
nato spirit 13 not confinedo its moral aspeoct
or{oits eflecton tho mere honor and te.
sponsibility of a corps, but that the most
Jdisastorous effects may 1esult from its in-
dulgencd.

Yoss of credit and honor toan army, or to
a rogiment, isasorious evil. And the grief
inflicted upon & commnndor, by insubordi.
nation is s6 poighant, that, cou'a those who
have néver held command under such. cir
cumstances, realize’ it, thoy would surely
shrink from inflicting it. But tlio conse.
quonces of infringementof miltary tegula-
tions, 'or evon of the influlgence of a eap
tious and f'mlthndmgapmt. without sbso
Juto disobedience, n‘]ny dandd'the wreek of
brigades, of divisions; 6f armigs, or snatcll
from a successfa) gencral his most -gloriouy
opportunity of \'chory Lot us. bbth' from
history, andﬁ-o’m otfr owti expenences, it.

lustrate these: posmon*‘ This is Jthe lan-

guago in which'Napied Qeberiiés tho stato of
Sir John Moord's .\rmy dunng th(’! Tetreat to
Corruna.

But at-this limd tho bifl ¢ vxnmple of mur-
muring, ‘given by men oﬂngh rauk, liad des
cended lower,-mauny rchmonml ‘officers ne-
glected theit duly, and what with clle dis
likoto aretrent; the severity of tile weather,
and'the-inexperience of th~avmy, tho pro

vidus And-dis cipline of the troops‘was broken
down, Such. dxtgmeeful excesseshad -beent’

committed at Vildiros, that’ the general
igsued severe orders,* justly repréaching the
soldiers for theirevil deeds, and appealing
to the honor of the army to amend them.”
Let any man of feeling, picture to him:

solf tho state of mind of Sir John Moore at
this time, the fnxioties of the command of a
retreating foree, aggravated by the conduct
ofhis own government, tenfold intensified by
tho misbehaviour of his officers and men,
to him who can atall estimate the position,
must needs be a pitable one,

Now, wedo notsuppose that in the serious
work of even a discouraging campaign, the
cheerful alacrity, and thohealthy stamina,
the mdurnhon to hnr‘d work, and.the gene
- rally Bigh' mtel]xgenco of tbo Conadian 2ol
dier would failto sustain in his mind the con-
viction, that po adverse circumstonges—no

depression consequent on thoin—can be, in
the vory smalleat dogreo alleviatod, but, on
tho contrary, must bo vory seriously nggrn.
vated by a reckless and undisciplined spirit.
We beliove, that tho great majority aro fully
awnro of tho highor dignity of thoman wi
can control his foclings of momentary irri-
tation, and submit to wholesome, tho' at
tho momont, unpalatablo restraint, for tho
gonornl good, and indeed we may peintto a
proud oxamplo of discipline under sufter-
ing in tho condust of tho Red River Expedi-
tion of Oot, 1871, under Col. Scott,

Ifencouragoment in this diroction ho ne-
cessary, let men call to mind tho conduet of
highly diaciplined crows, 1n numorous casos
of wreck. That of Blight's bouats crows for
instance, s Jus terriblo boat voyage, after
the mutiny of tho Jlounty, The heroism of
those noble soldiors who went down in pa-
rade onler an tho Birkenkead, after all
monus of eseapo had boon devoted to the
wotaen and childron, and those necossary to
thelt attendunco. Nover was there a grand
ar exampl> of the principle thatif it como
to n bitter end, and thero be nothing bofore
us but death inovitable, 1t is surely bottes to
meot that doath as bmvo men, than as coy-
nrdse

Yet, bolieving a8 wo do, in tho sterling
fualities of our splendid national soldiery,
nnd believing that they would not bo found
to full short, in serious emergenoies of any
of the soldiers noblest attributes, wo cannot
blind ourselves to the fact, that there have
been instances of a levity, to use the mildest
lcrm,which,is unworthy of the general char-
neter of our soldiers, and which has, at va
rious titmes, tarnished regimental honor, nnd
inflipted on officors the deepest chagrin,

What sball we aay for instanco of the bpy-
ish imp.tivuce which will manifest its dis-
gust at'the loss of a meal from the fault of
‘bakeys in supplying bad bresd, by riotous
conduct, instoad of quict and serious repre-
sentation and remonstrance,

What cant we say®f men who will break
.open, and rob without any provocation or
‘want, the canteen of a camp, and behave
with such insolence toanother regiment,as to
cause the utmost diflicuity to its oflicers, in
preventing a serious breach of discipline in
retaliation.

What shall we say of whole guards yiolat-

ing thoir almost sacred trust, and actually

desconding to robbery of lhe'\bove, confided
to their charga.

What can we say of men, who will consent
tosully the reputation of. their corps, by
violent interference with the civil law, which
it is their most imperative duty to sustain,
or of officers who should counten. aicg the
instigations, by which men aie Jed to such
acts, .
Yet these, and similar acte, are withinour
cognizance, (0 eny nothing of. others, which
haye been tho subject of General Orders at
various times, within the Jast six years,

It is vory painful to usto Il recathem, yot
wo hold it bottor to facoand know ourweak.
nesses, thah to set them nside, nas if they
did not oxist, and wo chorish n firm beliol,
that by resolutoly bringing sousiblo mon
faco to faco with them, we puraua the courss
mont likely Lo guard agaiust thoir recurronce
again,

In order tooxomphfy tho terrible effucts
ofn onsuistiospirit amongst officors,it is only
hocossary to refor to the destruction of the
light Cavalry Brigado at Balakleva. King-
lako is singularly and minutely geaphio in
Lis analyses of tho bearing oun tho carrying
out of orders, of tho idiosynoracies, and po-
culinritios of mind and tempor, of thosd
entrusted with their execution. Iead Ly the
light of his inlerprotation, it is impossible
nob to porceivo with porfoct cloarness, that
tho nwful mistake which, while it crowned
the English nawo with glory, consigned to
destruction a brigade of tho finest cavalry in
the world, was the result of placing in high
commands, twa officers, who habitually ol
lowed their mutual personal antagonisin and
a spirit of ndverse oriticiam, of tho ovders of
their Commandor in chiof, so to influ
enco their reception and inferprotation
of .thom as to substitute an irritable, impa-
tient, yet dogged submission, for a patient
cheerful, aud intelligent obedience, In fact,
Jjudioial blindness was the simplo result of
want of self abnegation, and terrible were
its consequences.

Oua the other hand it must be concoeded,
that the Prussian army combines to a rare
extent, tho union of a stern but not vexa.
tions discipline, with tho intelligence natur.
ally resulting from a sterling system of
national education,  l'o the presenco of
these conditions in tho Germsn forces, and
their comparative absence, (especially tho
inforiority of discipline) in those of Franco,
may be very materially attributed, tho dis-.
astrous resulls to that great and gallant na.
tion, of the war which is now furnishing us
with tho latest examples of the effects of
arms, of tactics, of strategy, and of logs.
tics.

Now, taking into . consideration the ad-
vantages to the awvilinn soldier, 8o to spenk,
(by which expression,we mean to convey tho
idea of a soldier whois notn soldier. all the
year round) of the happy simplification of
drill, which is continually progressing, and
our comparative freedom from war office
red tape, wea would confidently ask what
country, if not Canada, is best calculated to
produce o citizen soldiery, possessing many
of the best of those qualities which
made the Germans victorious? Let tlus
question sink deeply into the minds of those
who, proud of their country and army, will
necessarily bave tho spitit to desire that the
Intter may not fall short of any dogrees of
excellence attamable.

Lot us consider in one moro aspect, the
deplorable effects which may cnsue _from in.
dulgencs in that rockless and self seeking




