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THE BPAPACY .
ITS POSITION, FOLICY, AND FROSPECTS
By Ruv. J. A, WyLig, LLD,*

Turse five ¢znturies past, the outer and inner
Papacics have been running two entirely dilferent
and opposite courses.  Looked at on its political
side, the I'apacy is secn to beundergoing a \uoc:ss
of decay ; its political propshave been mouldeting
into dust.  Looked at on fts religlous side, It I
seen, cenlury by century, waxing fn stature and
consolilating in power,

The Papacy these centuries past has been per.
fecuing the chain of its dogmas, laying deeper and
broader the foundations of its authonty, and rivel-
ing vis hold wpon the human conscience . in short,
its cateer has been not unlike that of man himself,
when hia body decays by lapse of yeats, while yer
his mind grows in moral and intellectual strength,
The body of the I'apacy has been retatning to the
dust out of which it was taken, but its soul, loosened
from the political fetters that cramped it, and
telieved froms the carchly burdens that weighed it
down, has been shnoting higherand higher into the
heavens, as if to persuade men that it is instinct
with an immort.l life, and endowed with & god like
strengih,

The Papacy attained its political noon in the
days of Innocent LIL, in the thirtcenth century,
It continued to Nourish in power unimpaired, and
splendour undimmed, for a century Jonger. In the
days of John Wichife—whose colossal igure stands
at the parting of the ages, macking the point where
the modern timies begin 1o dawn—tho first great
blow was dealt the political power of Rome. Then
it was that the famous schiem fell out, There
were 1ot one but three Popes, each claiming to be
the true successor of Peter, and the rcal Vicegerent
of God, and each anathemauzing the other as an
undoubted impostor and & veritable Luciter. This
flagrant scandal cntailed great loss of prestiyze on
the Papacy, which it never after {ully recovered.
The prirces of Europe were now better able to
make their own terms with the Tiara, and thiscon-
tributed 10 the emancipavon of the temporal from
the spiritual power.

The next stroke that Lefel the Papacy was the
Pragmatic Sanction, in France, Thisarrangement
puaranteed the French Church in a conmderable
amount of independenceol the I'ap1l See,and to the
same extent abiudged the Pope's power n that
influential kingdom,

There followed the Statutes of Provisors, of Pre-
munire, and of Mortmawn, in England, These
enactments inflicted great financial as well as great
}aohlical damage on the Papacy ; inasmuch as in
ew countriea of Eutope had the Pope been able to
reap, from yzar to year, $0 rich a revenue, or to
exercise so large a measure of power, as in Engiand.
There came next the

QGREAT BRA OF THE SIXTLENTI CENTURY.

The numerous and sore disasters wlich the
Reformavion brought with it 10 the Papacy [ need
not dwell upon.  One-half the kingdoms of Euiope
revolted from under 1a sceptre, It was labouning
to repair these immense losses, and had alread
recovered Bavana, Bohemia, Hungary, and iel.

ium, when suddenly 1ts sky was overcast by the

tkness of the Freuch Revolution.  Qa the wings
of that tempest came new and strange c¢alamities
to the Church of Rome. Her priests were mas-
sacred ; her revenues confiscated ; her digaities
cast down ; the very chair of her Fopes was for a
time suppressed—a cup all the more bitter that
papal hands heldat (o her lips and compelled her
to drink it

The hurricane passed, and there came a pause ;
the wonderful recuperative energies of Rome were
put forth in cffacing the ravages of the tempest,
and restoring the Church to something like her
former estate, Butthe calm was treacherous, We
have secn In our own days the work of despoiling
the Roman Church resumed. One halian pro.
vince has been torn from the Papacy after anotner,
and, last of all, we have seen the top-stone put upon
the political humiliation of that Church in the loss
of Reme, the throne of her temporal dominion, and
the chiel seat of her spinitual authotity, And now
what do we behold? A epectacle that may well
fill us with amazement and awe, The political
Papacy in ruins: but out of kts ruins there stands
ur a vast spiritual colossus ! lte feet more Grmly
planted on the earth, and its head lified higher into
the heavens than in any former age,

Let us pause and mark the great and sdlemn
lesson taught in *his to the men now living, and to
the ages to come. The power of systemws for good
or evil lies in their hidden springs.  Itis eminently
30 with the Papacy. Iis grear strength lay oot in
the array of pnnces and kingdoms that stood
round it, but in its inner principles, [t was these,
and not the swords and faggots at its service, which
caabled it to blind the understanding, to aflright
men with imaginary terrors; to make them call
evilgood and good evil to sub{ugale the conscience,
and sink society Into political and moral sezfdom,
But the world did not understand this; and now
God is about to give us a new experience of the
Papacy. He has compelled it to come out of its
political organizmion ; to stand forth naked and
disembodied before the wortld, clothed with tre-
mendous spirliual sanctions and attnbutes which
enable it to awe the conscience and dominate king-
doms as much as ever.  Does not this show that it
was the spiritual Papacy which all along was the
world's oppressor ?

OUTWARD DECAY . INWARD QGROWTIH.

This brings us to the second Branch of our sub-
Lect, pamely, the growth and consolidation which

a3 been going on within, contemporaneoustly with
decadence in the exteri:r of the Papacy. The
increase of lts spiritual forces has kept pace with
the decay and waste of its political appliances,
The grand aim of the Papacy from the beginning
was 10 be as God, and 10 rule all men with a divine
and infallible authority. It has never lost sight of
this great idea, 1t has never parted with the ho
of reallzing it, it has never turned aside from .ﬁ:
pursuit ; and with a consistency and succesy of
which there is no other exaniple In all history, it
has gone steadily onward, century afier century,
through deleat this hour and triumph tLe next, to
that gten consummation. Hut the hope of reach.
ing that darzling eminence it rested mainly on {1e
spiritual, not on [ts ear:hlr agpllmces. t koew
1En the fashion of the world changeth | that jaws,
{astitutions, and dynasties are mutable, that thrones
may be lost by weakness or ovettnrned by revolu.
tion, but that principles are eternal;; and therelore
never did it sufler check or defeat outwardly but it
cant {tself anew upon its fundamental and abiding
ptinciples; it refurnished and perfected those

. 1ally read a1 the maeting of the Evangelical Alluace
- ll,Jo. quhr’a’l:l. (1118 ¢

cthercal weapons, which alone could give it such o
con:'ucn as it almed at achieving. Dut for thin
the Papacy would have fallen long aio ; it would
have disappeared withthe medieval kingdoms amid
which it arose, But o far from this, while its com.
panion monarchies are n the grave, the Papacy
still floarishes ; and hera it i, engaged in & great
muster of its spiritual forces, now complete in
number and petfect in strength, preparaory to a
more deadly encounter with Liberty and Chris.
tianity than it ever yet waged.

Let'me briefly descrihe how this has como about,
and at the same time offer a forecast of what it is
likely toend in.  The late pontificate—1 mean that
of Pius IX.——=was wholly passed in recasting the
dogmas of the Papacy, and in giving them their
fullest possible development. Ceonclusionsto which
the Papacy had all along logically pointed, but to
which no one, at Jeast in modetn times, had dared
to !:ush it, were decreed avdopmas, and marshalted
in hosule array against modern soclety, This was
the life-work of Pius 1N.—1 mean of the doctors
and jesnits of the Curia ; for, persanally the Pope
himsell was not cqualto so great & labour. And
for what end was this work undertaken? Not
mercly 10 recover the temporal sovercigniy—in
other worde, the Papal States—a comparatively
small matter ; but to put the Papacy in & position
to resume that far vaster temporal supremacy
which the Popes of the middle ages had exercised
ovee the whole of Chnstendom,

TILE SYLLABUS, AND INPALLIDILITY,

In order to this it was necessary, first of all, to
set full before tt e world's eye, and (P deeplyin the
world's belief, thoidea of a divine Vicegerency—
a great spiritual authotity on whose shoulder Gud
hadl laid the povernment of the world, and whom
He had qualificd 10 bear so great & butden by the
superhuman qualities with which He had endowed
it.. Hence the two great outstanding acts of the
late Pontificate: | mean the proclamation of the
Syllabus and the Infallibulity. The Frst, the
Syllabus to wil, is a storchouse of the laws of the
Church of Rome, as they have come at last to be
stamped with the impress of perfection and un-
changeablencss,  The second, the Infallibility, is
the focus into which the whole legislation of Rome
has been pathered, and whence it again radiates
forth over the wotld in a tyranny that absorbs all
rights. crushes all conscicnces, nullifies all laws,
and domenates all kings and nations, Inthesetwo
documents I3 Lresented the perfcct image of that
supetkuman Vicegerency which, according to Papai
teaching, Qod has se! vp upon the earth,

And what now is the work in hand for which this
vast and careful preparation hasbeen made? That
work consists of two parts ; the frztis to combat the
!S{ﬂ olution ; the second 1s to restore the Chastian

tate.

As regrarda the Revolution, which the Church of
Rome declares it is one grand branch of her work
to combat, [t is necessary to have a correct idea of
what she means by * Revolution,” In the I'apal
vocabuleey words do not mean the same things
which they do in ordinary speech. The term
 Revolution ™ in the mouth of the Pope does not
denote the atheistic and destrucrive dactrines of
Communism and Socialism, as oae might suppose .
Revolution n Papal pharseology is bat another
name for Constitutional Government, This the
Pope denounces as Naturalism: because it is
government on the natural principles of reason and

cquity, and because it brings tno execrable im.
pietics, as the Pope hotds them, in its train: tolera.
tion of opinion and liberty of conscience. The
Qerman Empire is & revolution ; the French
Republic is a revolution ; und the kingdom of Italy,
with Rome for its capital, is the greatest revolution
of all, This is the revolution tha, Rome is to com.
bat, holding it to be a wicked and blasphemous
rebt’lilinn against Qod, and his Vicegerent on
earth.

“ TIIE CHRISTIAN $TATE."

The second part of the work now on hand isthe
restoration of the * Christian Stare.” And what
do the Popes mean by the Christian State? For
Papal language and ordinaty language, as I have
just reminded you, ate two different things. By
the Christian Siate [s meant simply & world
governed by the Pope and the Canon law. In
order to ree this it is necessary to attend 2 moment
to the doctrnine of tbe Church ol Rome on the
head of Society. Society, say the theologians of
that Church, may exist in two states: (1) in &
state of naturc; {2) in a state of grace. DBy
Soclety in a state of nature they mean Society as
God constituted it at the beginning, guiding itself
by the light of nature and reason,

Itis the mission ofthe Church, they tell us, to
Hft Society out of that low and corrupt condinon,
and to elevate ft to a higher and holier aphere—to
bring 1t into a state of grace, How do they do
this? They begin by confiscating all merely civil
rights and ?rivilcgcs and by subordinating, if not
wiolly abolishing, all civil maglstracy. And with
what do they replace it? Why, with the magistracy
of the Church, ~ All the obligatlons which the sub-
ject owes to the law and the monarch of the
countty in which he lives, are subordinated or
transferred to the spiritusl authority; that iy, to
the Pope and the Canon law. The State governed
by the Pope and Canon law is the Christian State ;
and this it is the grand object of the Vatican to re.
store. Constitutional government, says the Syl
labus, Is & revolt against the World's Divine King,
whose seal is on the Seven Hills. The modera
theories of liberty and authority are cmanations
from the pit ; they arethe promptings of Lucifer.
It is the mission of the Churrh to dethrone that
tyrant,and rescue society (rom the abyss in which
he has plunged it, and place it upon the rock of
the Church, where alona it can enj y tenose.
Then will be seen the ** Chtistian State” A fant
image of this happx time was exhibited in the
thirteenth century during the reign of Innocent
HI. That Image wiil revive and be seenin the
greater splendour and completeness of that king:
dom over which the Fopes of the future will swav
their sceplre, .

But how is this grand project to be realised?
What are the Instrumentalities which are to be
put in operation for quelling this great revolt,and
casting out that legion of demons which have
taken possension of modern soclety, and which
are known by the various names of coastitution.
alism, toleration, libeny of conscience, and 30

forth

Inthe Syllabus we see the Itogulnme of what
the future 13 to behold, sealised: wa sco there the
foundations traced out of that great Babel which
the builders of the Vatican are about to erect. But
how, you ask, are the ideas and principles of the
Syllabus to be rendered into facie? In orderto
this a"great and various mechanism has been con:
siructed, and is being put at this hour into busy
operation all over Emope,

THE scitool,

There §s, first, the school, \Wise for her own
interests, the Church of Rome hias taken inta hers
own hands the education of youth, in some countrics
partially, in others entirely ; she is training young
Europoun the punciples of the Syllabus, fn France
she has a stafl ol not leas than 70,000 persons, male
and female, ensaged in1he work of teaching youth,
\What are these 70,000 doing but binding down
Francein the chaina of the Syllabne.  In [taly and
Spain tho schools are worked mostly by pricsts and
monks. In Belgium Cheistian brothers " teach
the boys, and nuns the girls. In Southern Ger.
many the teachers in the schools are mostly cieri.
cal: it fs the same in Austnia.  Here are enllions
and millions being reared 1n the Syllabns=bzing
taught as the trath of God that ail merely avil laws
and <l rulers, so far as they are not in consnne
ance with Canon law, are motal nullities, and that
the Pope 1s the one God appointed and gdivine
governor of the earth,

Theyenerationnowbeingso trained will soon have
the affurs of Europe in their hands,  Tney wili be
the cabinet ministers of monarchs, the legislators
of kingdome ; the editors of newspapers , teachers
in colleges and rchools; generals 10 the army
and, especially, they will foris the rank and file of
the soldiery which will fight our hiture campaiygns.
It was the schools apened in Getrmany by the
l{esuiu that furnished the soldiers for the Thirty

ears' War, The same tactics are being repeated,
and a new generation, trained in the schoole, will
scon be seen legislating, writing, preaching, and
fighting for the suppression of ' Naturahsm,” that
13, Civil Liberty, and the subjection of the world to
the divine Viceerency of .he IPope; and when it
has come to pass that no human being is suffered
to form an opinion 1n morals and rehigion, unlessin
accordence with the Syllabus, then the Jeaunts
will mng their pican over their completed work of
restoning the * Christlan State.”

THE CONFESSIONAL.

The Confessional is an ancient institution,
suffered to laaguish io the last century, but which
18 agmn statung into new hfe, working with greater
intenmg and daily wideming 1ts range.  Think of
that tribunal, set up 10 every city, in every family,
high and low, and 1n every bosem, and you wil}
see what a power there is here to mould society, to
write on the conscience of Eutope the docttines of
the Syllabus. Aad think of the moral weakness of
the men and women of popish countries, their
manhness and virtue sapped by the teachings of
their Church, and their pateiotism and loyalty
underminded by the pretended divine supremacy
of the spiritual over the temporal power. Such s
population s powerless to resist the orgamigation
and wiles of Rome. A1 clay in the hands of the
potter, 20 ate such men atd women in the hands
of the conlessor.

The revival of Pilgrimyges is another sign of our
times, prognosticating trouble. Nothing is better
fitted to fan into a flame the fanaticism of the
masses of popish Europe than these pigrimages
Lines of pilgrims on the roads ol Europe have, in
formet times, been the sure prelude of the march
of armies for the extitpation of heresy., Nothingin
easier than to transform a band of devotees, with
rosary and palmer-s:aff; 1nto a host of crusaders,
who recite their breviary, or sing their aves, ¢lad
in shirt of mail, and begirt with consecrated sword
for the rooting out of heresy, A signal trom the
Vatican, and lo, where prignms ate now sten cvery
summer wending .heit way In peaceful guise to
some favounte shrine, armed warriors would be
secn marching to fight the battles of the Church.

ORDERS AND FRATERNITIES,

We see another yet more unmistakable sign
that Rome, like Job's war-horse, scenis the coming
battle, in the revival of orders and confeaternitica.
Numerous religious orders have been tesusci ated of
{ate, and almost all of them partake of 2 military
character. Among these may bs mentiohed n
particular the order of St. Dominic. Tothe order
of St. Dominic was commitied in an especial
manner thetask of rooting out heresy and heretics,
theit chuef weapon being the sword, 1n other words,
the Inguisition. It was the hordes of S*. Dominic
that overran the south of France, and swept away
the young Protestantism of the thirteenth ceutury
i a tumpest of fire and blood ; and when we see
that order again ¢alled out, we take it that it is for
‘setvice, and that the possibility is not uathought of,
of sweeping away the Protestant liberties of the
nincteenth century by a similar stroke, and of re.
enacting in modern Christendom the scenes of
slaughter and rapine which were witnessed in
Provence aod Languedoc in the middle ages,

‘I'his vast military organization Is subdivided
into other orders, all of which are armed with the
aword as the main instrument of their work
There in the confraternity of the ** Sacred Hear,”
supposed to nuinber a million of membets; there
is the * Militia of Jesus Christ”; there s the
* Crutade of St. Peter.” The very names breathe
of war. They ate borrowed from ages of violence,
and they portend times of bloodshed. Hesides the
societles already named there is another in the
French army, called the Legion of St. Maurice.
1t is an army within an army, and the priest is its
general. The resuscitation of these orders plaint
shows that \WAR s tbe uliimate resort whic
Rome has in her eve. The one idea ol all these
socieuies is the dostrine of the Syllebus, and their
one aim 18 the * restoration of the Chnstian state®
—its other weotde, the wreck of modern society, and
the subjection of the world to the rule of the

Vatlcan,
(7o 82 continued.)

il

DurING the first yzar's ministiy, West Win.
chester, of the Rev, Dr. Moflat, tnenty membets
bad becn added to the Church; $217 have been
giventothe schemes of the Church. The Sabbath
school has given $30 for a scholarship to Pointe
Aux Trembles. The stipend bas becn paid in
advance. Over $100 has been ramsed for the
School Library and other requisites The church
has been repaired and all the debt paid. The
Ladies’ Society has raised and expended $75 on
refurnishing the pulpit, etc., and have now on band
moncy for painting the outside of the church, The
attendance is “70 and steadily increasing, May
the spiritual results be equally encouraging.

i

THE presbytery of Lindnr met at Wick. on
the 13t November, and had before them the reaig:
pation of the Rer. T. T. Johnston of his pastoral
chargo of Wick and Qreenbank, on a:count of his
having to remove to Florida for the health of Mrs.
Johnston, The presbytery and congregations ex-
pressed deep regret in being necesmitated to part
with Mr. Johnstonand sympathy with him nrs'n
eamest prayer for a blessing on him and hisin
their future home,

8ahbath 8chool Work,

LESSON HELPS,

FOURTH QUARTEHR.
JOH.I'S VISION OF CHRIST.

Lesson IX., Novemher 28, Rev, i, 4:18 , mem-
orise verses §, 4-6.

GOLDEN TEXT. —{ am he that liveth, and was
d;ad ; and, detold | am alive for evermore.—Rer. [,
19. -

TIME, --The Baok of Revelation was written
probably A.D. 95 or 6.

Puact.—The Island of Patmor, In the ,Egzean
Sea, a small, rocky, island, s1x or eight miles long
by one broad.

AUTIOR. 5t John the apostle.

Tie Hoox oF Ravrrarion s a prophetic
book, to comtort the Churches in their weakness
and persecuninons, with the assurance that Jesus
was alive, guiding all events, aud would triumph in
the end, tnngmg complete rcdemprion to the
world.

HELPS OVER HARD PLACES —Seven {hurcher 2
named in ver. 11, bul alzo typical of the whole
Church.  Asfa: the procansular province, called
Asis, in western Asia Minor,  1ALLA 52, cte. ; the
cternal Bather.  TA¢ sevevapirits, the Holy Spirfl:
called seven as the perfect number, and renresent-
ing his mamfold ways of working. § Firstbegoilen
of the dead ! first to rise from the dead, and have a
resurrection body. 6 Awgs: or a kingdom, ail
Christians together fornung & kingdom ; each one
bemmg also a king. Friests: to teach, to sacnfice
for. to lead to God. 7. Cometh with clowds @ of at-
tendants, or symbols of myjasty.  Alidreds of the
earfh : the worldly, in opposition to his kingdom.
8. Alphaand Omeca: the first and last lettersofthe
Greek aiphabet. He exists from eternity to eternity.
Q. $ac 1n Patmos. Danished there by Domitian,
to. [ the spivit : in a devotional, exalted ecstatic
atate of mind. 11 Swyraa, ete. : cities of A,
not far from Ephesus. 12, Candlesticks: Iamr-
stands, the churches, who hold up before the world
the light of Jesus. 13 Clothed: in toyal raiment,
14 Madrszokite . typical of wisdom and experience.
t (s, Feet frke 3rass: to iread down all opposition.
16. Seven sfuvs - the angels. ver. 20; the ministers
ol the Churches, Two-edged sword : his word,
18. Mle that hivetk : the Lﬁing One, the eternal
God, And war deal: beeame man, and died as
man dies.

SUBJECTS FOR SPECIAL REPORTS.—The Book
of Revelation.—The seven Churches,.—The des:
cription of the Trinity.—Christians as kings and
prieste. — Patmos, = Golden candlesticks. — The
seven stars.==The description of Jesus.

QUESTIONS,

INTRODUCTORY. — Wha wrote the Book of Rev-
elation? VWhen? Where? \Vhat wasits parpose ?
\Who reveated 1t to John? (v. 1.)

SUBJECT . THE DIVINE JESUS THE HEAD OF THE
. CHURCH,

1. THE TKIUNE GOD (vs. 4, 5).—To whom did
ohn’writa ? Name these seven churches (v. 11)
Vhere are thete Churches? \Was the revelation

for them slone? .

What two things did he ask for the Chutches?
Prom whom ? How s the Father described?
The Holy Spint? \Vhy 1s he spoken of as the
seven spitita?  \Who is the thitd person men.
tioned? Prove from thus lesson that he {s divine?

Il. THE WORK OF Jesus (vs. §5-8).—How
maoy descriptive titles are given to Jesus in these
vetses? low it he the first begotten from the
dzad? How 15 he the punce of the kings of the
earth? Meamng of “ Alpha and Omega.” How
maoy things has he done for us, mentioned inthese
verses? iow will he come? What is meant by
bis coming? {Dan. vii,, 13, 14 Is2.1x, 15, 223
Rev, xxi., t-6.) What comfort to the Church in
this ptomise ?

111, THE VOICE OF JESUS (vs. g-11)h—\What
teoubles weee upoa the Churches at this ime? o
what three things was John their companion?
What i3 it to be in the Spirit? \What day was
called the Lord's day ?  \What did Joha hear?
\Vhat did it say ?

V. THr Viston oF JEsus (ve. 12-18)=AVhat
is represented by the candlesticka?  (vs. 20; Mat,
v 14.) Who appearcd among them 7 \What does
that represent? Describe the vision of Jesus.
\Vhat is symbolized by his whate hair? (Rom, is.,

3, 34 )} By his laming eyes? (Prov.xv.. 3; Heb,
v, 13) By his feet of burnished brass? (Dan.
iv., 36 ) By his voice? By the two-edged sword?
(Heg. iv,, 12) \Vhat does ali this teach us about
jesus the captan of our salvation ? Why does he
again declare his divinity ?  Meaningof v, 18,

PRACTICAL SUGCGESTIONS,

1. Godis presented to us as the triune God, that.
we may have some understanding of his varied
nature and relations to us,

1L, Jesus Chuat ls (1) the witness of God's mes-
sage to us; (2) the proof that there is resurcection
and life for us ; (3) the ruler of all earthly forces
and powers ; {4) our loving friend ; (3) our redeem-
er {rom sin into the greatest glory.

1i1. He has made Chnstiana to be kings over all
earthly powers ; over evil ; over heavenly influ-
ences, that they may use them for the good of
men.

1V, Christlana are priests, to leach mep, o
make sacrifices for their good, to pray for them and
lead them to God.

V. With a Saviour like ours, victory is certain
ia the end, the redemplion of the whole world,

V1. Clristians are light.bearess for Chnst, to
causo his Lfo and teachiogs to shine over all the
world.

Revizw EXERCISE. (For the whole school in
concert)~—t Who wrote the Book of Revetation?
AN, The apostlo John in the 1ele of Patmos, about
96 years after Christ 2 What was the object ?
AnS. To assure the Churches that Jesus s alive,
and divine, and among tbem, and will surely come
in his kingdom. 3. ‘Vlm vision was shown to
‘lobn? ANS, He saw the same Jesur who bad
oved us and died for us, now 10 his glory ptepared
to triumph over all evil.—Pelowdel,

THE total conttibutions of the synode of New
Jeraey, Now York and Pennsylvania for thy past
year for home missions was $302962352 New
York contributed $163,993.43 aad drew out $20,
167.97 ; Pennsylvsnia cintiibuted $39,064.78 and
drew out $16,572.44, New Jersey contnbuted

$44.904.21 and drew out §9,849 02,
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