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BARBARA STREET.
A FAMILY STORY OF 70-DAY

BY TIIR AULIIOR OF *OUR NELL," ''A sAlLOR'S
PALGIITER™ RYC,

CHAFTER VI
PREPARING A RECEFTION.

THE day belore the lodyer was expected a grand
tournament with brooms and dustees war kel In
No, 47, Housewcleaning, cooking, and even wash.
g and ironing, were not mystetious processes,
known chlefly by their results, 1o these young ladies.
Giraco was housekeeper-gencral, Ilester always
ready to asslat, with resignation If not with ahctitg.
and Kitty halled with joy & summons of tho kind,
since it meant arepricve from lessons, Mes, Noreis
had long since been constituted queen-bea hy the
iniperious will of her small eldest daughter, whote
theory was that her mother had worked too much
for a0 Jong, that she now needed perennial idleacas
in order to get over {t.  Whether Mrs. Norris
would not have Leen happier had she been atlowed
occasionally to Lestir herself was a problem which
never entered the head of cither snother or
daughter,

This morning all the gitls were at wartk—Hester
with more resignation and less alacrity than usual,
as was only natural, since she was cailed upon to
advanca an end which she intensely objected to,
Ritty was in great glee,  The mere fact of some.
thing happening to Lring life into the house was
enough to produce that effect,  The poor child did
not meet with too many excitements to break the
manatony of life.  And this was an excitement |
altogether out of the common, and likely to Leep
ug & permanent breeze in the homo atmosphere,
which was on{y at present Lept from settling into
stagnation by Grace's lively ways. Sarah, too, who
was, when left 10 heraelf, & woraan of a sorrowfuf
spint, had caught the enthusiasm of the hour,
She had known her mistresses long enough to be
awate that she would not be * put upon * under
the new circumstances.  If she had more work in
one direction st would be taken off in another, and
there was the cheering prospect of (ees.  Human
motives, wo are assured, arc never unmixed, and
therefore Sarah can hardly be blamed (f such con-
siderations made an undercursent 10 her rcnll{v
sincere professions of devotion to Miss Grace’s
service.

(irace on Lhis occation caused Sarah and Kiny
10 explade with taughter 50 often that sho became
A serious hindrance to work.

“ Really, ma'am,” sald Sarah, apologetic:ll{. to
Mrs. Norris, who chanced to be passing, ** Misg
Grace i3 carryin' on to that extent, the parson him-
self couldn't keep a straight face.”

*\Well, Sarah,” replied her mistress, smiling
gently, “1 hope a stratght face 18 not neceasary to
getting through the work."

Qrace hersell, however, was far fron bearing a
nund at case.  She was uncomfortably conscious
that she had done & very daring thing  not that
she felt at all anxious concerning the responsibility
of making the lodger comfortable, though the bur.
den of that would: fall-entirely on hervelf, Grace
sefdom felt herself either mentally or physicaily
unequal to any demand upon her.  She was accus.
tomed to draw large drafts vpon herself, with the
certainty that they would be honoured. No: it
was something much mote intangible that troudled
her,  Her own people would have sald that Grace
was the last person in the wotld to be visited by
vague superstitions or unfounded dread, any more
than by sentiment or timidity, But Grace was an
arch-bypocrite, and had been from a child, when
she would pretend 10 like being sent up-stairs in
the datk, though cxpcclinﬁ to find a foblin in
every corner, and when one day, a Little, thun, pate,

uaking child, she had marched by hersell into a

entist’s surgery, and demanded that two of her
teeth should be drawn, Nor, moreover, did any
one in those days ever sce her cry, though 1t was
not to be supposcd that she was exempt from the
mighty sorrows of childhood. = There were her
dolls, for instance, which she tended 1n a basiness.
like manner, but which she did not profess to love.
One day & fatal accident befel the favouznite, whith
tendered her a mangled corpse, and afterwards
Grace was discovered to be mmmg. She was
scarched for all over the house, and finally her
mother, looking In one of the bedrooma for the
second time, saw & amall tear-stained face emerge
from under the vallance of the bed, whither she
crept 10 mourn in secret,  And now, here was the
grown up Grace showing herself the daughter of
that liure mother, and a prey 10 a good deal of
nervousness, which it was quite out of her bent to
Letray. ‘That opinion of men which she had ex-
pressed to Kitty a few evenings back was given
quite 1 good faith.  They were to her alien creat.
ures, answezable for the greater parnt of the world's
trouﬁles-—beings to be feared and avoided—in the
lives of most women necessary evils, but well out
of her own or her sisters’ sphere,  Had it occurred
to her as hikely that they should any of them marry

tho idea would have occasioned her alarm and
pain.  And now, here was she, of her own free
will, introducing one of these creatures into their
domestic sanctum, [t was a very incongruous
thing for her 10 do, to say the least of 1t and it
was only. the.image of tho two weekly golden
sovereigos which forbade.her mind from wrmin

repretfully to the “lady”lodger of Ler mothet's
conception. Not that her mind ever alighted on a
suppositior so unlikely as that the ledger should
fatt ia love with one of the sisters, which would,
probably, have occurred to the ininds of many girls.
On such matters Grace was cectainly free from an

unge of sentiment, Eler fears, indeed, were associ-
atcd with few definlte ideas, and she would probably
have succeeded 10 stamping them oot but for the
very defined annoyance of the sealskin jacket, No
messenger had com: to feteh it away, and Graco

knew no messenger would come. [t was altogether,

4 very hanoying thing—=a bad omen, threatening
an officious Lindness on the part of tho todger,
which would be more troublesome than the most
unreszonable exactingness.  What she should do
with the jacket was'a question which occupied
considerable space 1n her thoughts,  She inclined
to @ very bold course of action, since it would be
advisable, and, indeed, nccessary, to put a slopper
at once on the lodger's misplaced zea

When tea time came, and with it the opportunity
of Jeisurely family chat, Ritty smd—

* Now, Grac:e, do tcll me what '-ou are gowng
to do with the jacket—you might tell me?”

There was a general 1augh at Katty's appealing

tone,
or‘t.e\vo shall see what we shall sce,” sald Grace

tessingly, with & nod of the head.  Klity looked
fathee lnclined to pout,

‘“Sometimes I think even you are dreadlully
unkind,” she sald, for [t was cleatly unjust when
the family had come round to her theory of the
matter that sha should not be treated like areason.
able person.

“ Why shouldn't 1 be unkind sometimes, as well
az m‘v tteca " asked Grace with so sctious an
alr of inquiry that Kty was sllenced, feellng that
reasoning was not hee streng polnt.

, Hester said nothing on the subject, but thought
the more.

Y Graceo in reality treats mo as if T were ne much
of a child as Kiuy," she reflected ¢ Why should
the keep me In the dark ae to her fatentlons? It
{s evident mother knows what she [niends to do, or
she would look more anxfous.”

When the tea-tray was removed, Grace sald—

“ Ritty, come and sit on my knee.”

Kitty availed herselfl with alacrity of this rarely.
accorded privilege. Nodlgnity, however offended,
could resist sucli an overture ae (hat.  She was
bigger tan Grace, but that was a matter of in-
ditference.

*“Where shall we send this pale face to-—-t2 get
some colour put Into when the summet com.s with
flower and bee ¥ and Grace pinched Ritty's cheek
caressingly.

“Itisalong time to walt eaild yaung Kitly,
sighing 1o think how time dragged [tseif along,

** It will yery soon be here, my dear,' her mother
said, sighing to think of the swift rollfng years.

“ Don't sigh, either of you,” taid Grace, laughing,
“ Kitty's lessons will make the tie Ny ; and as for
mather, il she would sit and lock at the clock all
day, and mcasure the time for hersell, sho would
leave off complaining that it wae not long ensugh.
But where sual! you go to, mother 7

“Dont you think Hastings would be a good
place ? ™

"Very ; ob, think of the beautiful yellow sove-
1cigns week By week getting a bigger and bigger
heap, each one 3o many sca-breezes, eh, Kitty?
Hester st go because sho has not baen at all
strong Iateiy ; and, of course, mamma.”

‘1 shall not go, indecd," said Hester, lookivg up
from hee work and colounng,

“\Why not 2™ asked Grace.

“ Necaute 1 would not take advantage from the
ptice of shame,” was Hester's thoug t; but she
only sald, ** Because [ do not need it.'

Hester's refusal did not disturb Grace at all, te.
cause the strong.willed creature knew that they
would all fall in with Ber views in the end.

'* And of course you,” said Ritty,

“QOh, dearme, no, not 11"

" Oh, Grace, | conldn’t go without you," said
Kll?’. quite unconscious of the cruel pang she was
sending theough Ilester’s breast, who could not
but feel it hard that in the affections of the Jittle
sister she should be weighted with the tersible
incubus of lessons, while the poputar Grace bad
onl‘y pleasant relations srith her,

*““But what would become of the house and Shy.
lock 2 asked Grace.

“ My .dear,” said Mrs, Norns, * 1 think your
wit rather runs away with you. | don't seo.any
resemblance 1o Shylock in Mr. Watechouse. .\What.
ever may be his character, he certainly scems a
frank and gentlemanly young man, and the very
reverso of miserly.”

“ T admit all that, mother 3 yet becadse we will
buy with him, sell with him, 1alk with him (about
his dinner), but will not eat with' him, drink with
him, or i1n other words make friends with him, he
13 very Jike Shylock indeed.” o

“ 1t will ceetrinly be best to kc_eRhtm at as great
3_dis_fance 43 postible,” sald Mrs. Norris, with mild

1gnity.

** [ should think so, indecd,” broke from Hester,
with the more emphasis that she felt certain, not.
withstandiog her mother’s quict lone, that she had
been in secret repenting. her fash consent ever
since it had been (\circn, but would not compromise
the family cheerfulness by allowing thistobe seen.
Grace turned to Kitty, and said=—

“ Now I will take the opportunity of giving you
a lecture on this subject, and it will'do for myself
at the stme time, Now we know that Madame
Mother and my Lady Hetty ars persons of such
dignity in appearance, mauners, and  mind, that
there 13 hitle fear of their compromizing themselves
in any unholy alliance with this Jew thatis coming.
Hut of you . ‘am not so sure, for when had a mus.
tard-seed any dignity # T am afraid ‘of tempting
overtures and beguiling words; for the man is
evidently of a human, socizble tuen, and you are a
nice littte girl, and the veriest baby for your age,”
and Grace shook her head, despondingly,  ** And
ay foc me, 1 have an unfortunate propensity for
getting interested and curious about alien folk, but
that 1 must steive against, The only fear for you
will be when you mcet him on the stairs. You
must bend Like Hester, you know, and then run
awag. 30 that he has not the opportunity of offering
to show you a buffalo s horn or a Hottentot's tooth.
If he daes, you are lost, because itis notin you to
resist,” .

Kitty had listencd to these admonitions scriously,
but the two were soon filling the room.with merry
laughter, for Grace turned her attention to Pan und
Lady Ueu{. the cat, and admonished them ecach
and scverally, that for the honour'of the family of
which they were members they raust repel advances
with bark and scratch, and that no smell of bones
or fish must be sniffed- up longingly outside the
forbidden doot.  As to passing through that door,
Grace would not insult their dog-and: ¢at honour
by even menuoning such a thing, . .

Thus the entire houschold was enlisted in the
defensive league against the invading strangee,
with whom the only peemissible Hak waeto consise
in thote two weekly guineas. [Butin coasiderstion
of these, no less than of honour and self-respect,
he was to he made eatirely comforeable. The
cookery Grace bad capecially at heart.  She was
a born cook, one of thoso gifted people whose
culinary composinons always turned out nght,
though she disdained measurement and depended
en:ircli- on instinet for her proportions,  Sarah was
by profession only & * plain cook,” and accounted
for under-roasted mutton, and hard potatoes by
complacently referzing to that limitation. So that
naturallir (Grace had & good deal 10 do in the way
of supplementing hec labours at all umes, but
as the family fare was of the sumplest description,
Grace, as she expressed if, snorted like a war horse
before the battle, at the prospect now attorded her
of a wider scope-for-her powers. It had been
arranged by letter with Mr, Waterhouse that in
order to save him teouble his tandiady should pro-
vide 10 general for his table, leaving it of course

who would wish to pay for the proper number of
¢gis in his puddings, would be ready to have
cooked for him swcetbreads, red mufter, salmon,
and any conceivable Juxury, and would doubtless
expect all the fruits of the seaton to 2ppear on his
able, was a positively fascinating experience.
Grace declared the eliect on her mind was only
comparabls 1o having stepped fnto one of Lord
Besconsficld’s novels. Thencelorward * Lothait "
was heard of as often as the ' The Jew " lu the
family clrcle.

On the maralng of the day this personage way
expected, Kitty was rendered doubly sestless over
her leasons by the consciousncss of excitement In
the air, and b{ her knowledge that Grace wae shut
int the kitchen with Sarah, engaged in those
mysterfous and delightfal processes which it
scemed & proof of the wron}; constitution of the
world to regard as of less [mportanca than the
repetition of ** Ich bin, du bist.er Ist,"  Lateron
in the day tho excitement grew to fever-hest,
Kltty, released feom her durance, ran about every-
where with Grace, putting the finishing touches to
the rooms, which it seemed vcr}l curlous 1o Lelieve
would, alter to-day, be their familiar haunts no
lozger. They scemed to be already taking a kind
of don't-know.you ais. The I'tile room on that
floor which had teen Kitty's, prrhaps Mr. Water-
house would use asa spata rosm—perhaps a3 a
Hitle den, suck as the gicls had an ides gentlemen
liked, Kitty was now removed to a little bed in
Heiater's room upatalre,

And at last the eventful hour drew near, and
cvc?rlhling was ready—the fire burning brightty,
the family all discretely shut up in the dining-room,
Sarab, in clean cap and apron, ready to attend,
and Mrs, Norris prepared to come out for a mo.
ment or 80, to cxpress stately welcome.  But in
tha drawing room way Jaid a iind of 2 detonating
substance, ready lo go off In the stranget’s face. A
large brown.paper parcel lay on the table, directed
1o ** John Watcthouse, E4q."—no other name, or
any word of explanation being discoverable thereon.

** If he is fnnocent,” 3aid Grace, “ the thing will
appear simnly a matter fou the Sphyny, and he
will ting the Lell to have {t takentothat individual,
If he In guilty, we shall hear no more abord it."

Yatethouse meanwhile, quite unconscious of
such preparations for his reception, made with
Kreat complacency his arrangementa for settling
down in Barbara Street,  Tho day before he was
expected there he got through & considerable
amount of busloess with 4 sort of & vague and flag.
tering idea that henccforth ho would be much
otcupied domestically, He had made un appoint.
ment with his lawyer to receive a certain document
t00 important to be delivered into any hands but
his own, at six o'clock in the evening, In the
multiplicity of his out-of-door engagements, he
lost sight altogether of this arrangement, and at
the closc of the day accepied an invitation 1o dine
with 7, friend at his club, He returncd to his hotel
about ten o'clock, and was inforimed at once that a
gentleman was waiting to see him=bad been
waiting, in fact, since mix o'clock.  EHis neglected
appointment immediately flashing acress his mind,
Waterhouse, vituperating himself without stint for
his careletsness, which, indeed, was not chatacter-
Iane of him, hurnied to the coffee-room to make
what apotogies he might, e found the messenger
to be a youog man with a spate figure, slightly
stooping 1n-the shoulders, a dark bcard{cu face,
and rather singular blue eyes. He received
Waterhouse's ago!ogies with little remark, handing
hifa whe papers he had brought, as if to accentuate
the fact that they were the point at issue.

“1 thank y04d," said Waterhouse , “Iam exceed.
ingly obliged to you, but I regret that you should
have waited to see me, There wasnonecetnty for
me to gat these to-night”

, ‘' That was not my affarr, 1 was bouad to de.
liver them tu-night)

The younyg man spole very dryly, not only ehow.
INg no answening. generosity, but making no
acknowledgment of any kind of Waterhoute s
peatence.  But \Waterhouse;being himsell very
fenerous, and more ocvupied with bis own fault
than his neighbour’s non.forgiveness of it, continued
n bis good-humored tone—

Y Well, i am afraid thece are not many men
with as stri¢t a notion of duty as that ; and I must
say I wish Mr. Burrowes had chosen to send aman
with an average conscience, 30 that mine would
not have felt called upon to prick me 30 ‘severely.
tHowever, if you have not been dinicg, youll hase
some supper with me, Here, walter t”

“Excuse me; you arc very good, but I must
get home™
“Nonscnse, my good -fellaw ; you must- really
oblige me.  If you have waited four mortal hours
for my wmins, you must stay another hall-kour for
gook-fellowship sake, and to:show that you beac
no matice,”

Tt was hardly possible to resist \Vaterhouso's im-

ettous good.-nature, and the young man subsided
nto his scat again, only half reluctantly. He
would not have confessed it to himself, but he was
it reality rather won by the frank comradeship of
this man, who was & member of thar plutocracy
which seldom found it worth while to be civit to a
lawyet's.clerk,  \Watethouse ordered supper after
the lavish. way habitual-with him, and chatted
casily thioughout the ¢ntertainment, as was also
his way with any inao, wonian, o7 chlfd with whom
he came in contact.  He rather liked his new
acquaintance, feeling sorry for him. e scemed a
gentleman, evidently superior to his position, which
perhaps accounted for his curt abrupt manners, as
well as his shabby sttire.  Waterhouse never made
acqualnlance.wil{x % person of this sort withoumt
immediately wondering what he could do for him.
But, beyond asking his name, which was not a
directly beneficial procecding, no inguires of a
personal nature seemed fitting.  The talk drifted,
as it usually does between atrangers, on to politics,
that being'an impersonal topic & degree more
feantful than the weather, and mote open to differ-
ence of opinion.  Lut 1t did not seem very provo.
cative of discourse between these two, {or 11 soon
transpired that nether was A party man, though
for dintinctly different reasons, Waterhouse beng
too much inclined to believe in both sides, and 10
regard every ont’s methods and motives as reason.
able, while his compamon, on the contrary,
appeared to think the world in & bad' way, and all
patties alike concerned 1n making it wotse

Y1 fancy you ate & disciple of the Chelsea philo-
sopher,” smd \VWaterhouse, whose own tastes did
not lie 1n the direction ot any philcsophy, and
especially not of a0 gloomy a one,

that gave a half-affirmative meaning to the word,
1 belong to no school, except it may be that of
the cymics in general, and that 1s 2 wide one.”

open to him to make any suggestions when he
cared to do e0. To provide and cook for some one

(7o e continued.)

*No," said his companion, with an intonation |
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* Babbath Bohool Work.

LESSON HELPS.
O Selectod from Pelewbel )
READING THE LAW

LessoN X., March, 2th, Nehovill,, 1-12, memorize
verses B.10.

GOLDEBN TEXT.—'"So they read inths book,
[nthe law of God distinctly, and gave the sense,
npﬁi c;used them to understand the readlag” —~Neh.
vill, 8.

Tisti.—About the middle of September, D.C,
444. It was the first day of the seventh raonth,
their civil New Yecar's Dari two months after
Nehemiah's arrival at Jerusalem (our last leason).

PLACE-=Jetusalem, In the open squareof Ophel,
southeast of the temple ares.

RuLe: s, EYC.=5¢0 last lesson.

BUILDING THE WALLS OF JERUSALEM. ~{1)Soon
after his arziva), Nehemlah made a careful exam
ifihion of the rulns.  (2) The walls were three or
ftir miles long, and were completed in fifly-two
days. 73) Amid two kinds of hindesances, (q) the
poverty and sins cf God's people, (4) opposition of
enemies, by ridicule, false reports, attacls, and
attempts to ensnare their feader. (4) The means
of guccess wero the mind to work, waichfulness,
zeal, prayer, repentance, courage, self-denial, and
lacge gifts,

Herrs over Haro PL.crs,~1, Streel: rather,
a court or wide open space.  Waler gale: & gate
in the southern wall of the temple area, through
which water was brought for use in the temple
services, Jlook ? the faw: tho Pentateuch, or
firat fivo books of Moses. 2. Sevemth month: of
the sacred year, but the first of the civil vear,
Tirti, September-October, The first day was their
New Year's Day. 4. Bestde Aim stood 2 these wete
leaders of the people to sustain and honour Lrzra
in the siiht of the people. Perhaps also to refieve
Bira in his long reading, from daylight to noon
Sv. 3. s. Al the gcoﬂc siood up; as a reverential
orm of worship, 6. And Esra dlessed the Lord:
uttered a prayer of pralse and thanksgiving. 8.
Read dittinctly: so that all could hear every word,
tither by reading in concert or by tepeating the
words in different parts of the great congregation.
Gate the senge :-by explaining or-translating the
obscure words, The law was read in Mebrew,
while the common language was Chaldee, Cawsed
fo understand ; explained the meaning and applied
the truths, 9, Tirshatha: govemor,

Supjects FOR SPECIAL REPORTS.—Building
the wall—Hinderances and belps—The great
assembly.—Bzra’s aids.~How we can help the
minister.—Worship, its value and methods.—How
to understand it.—The fruits of such study,

LEARN By HEART Deut. xs, 18-20; Psaims xix,
711,

QUESTIONS,

INTRODUCTORY,—\Who was Nehemish? Where
did he live? \Why did ke come to Jerusalem?
What did ke do soon alter his arrival 7 (Neb. ii,
13-13.) How long was the wall in building 2 (Neh.
vi, 18} \What were some of the hinderanges in
the way? WWhat qualitiea did the people ahow:
that enabled them to nvercorne these obstacies?

SURJECT . STUDYING GOD'S WORD.

1. THE GREAT MEETING (VS. t~f)h—Where'did
the .people gather together? At what time?
AVhat feait came on this day? (Lev. xabil, 14,
35} Of whom did the coogregation consint?
What book was to bé read? Wko was the reader?
Who aided Ezra?

What was the difference in the work of the 13
mentioned in v, 4, and the 13 in v. 7?2 In what
ways may wo aid ousr ministere

1L Tue OPENING \WORSIHIP (V8. §, 6) ~~Whet
f‘"“"" did the peopls take duting the worship ?

Vhy ! \What posture should we take ? \What js
it to bless the Lord ? How did the people respond?
Should we take part in the worship? What i3
the use of worship? How will it help us {a Bible
study '}

HE Stunving THE 'WORD (v& 7, 8).=\Vhat
three things did Exrs and his helpers do with the
book of the law? 1low long did the first reading
continue? (v. 3.) Why wasthereneed of explain:
ing the Ward 2

In what ways should we study the Bible? Why
should we learn some of it by hrart?  \What helps
have we toward understanding the meaning ? Why
do we need to use any helps? )

IV. FRUITS OF BIBLE STUDY (VS. 9-12).—~\Vhat
did the reading first lead the peoplato do? \Why
did they weep? How does the law of God con.
vince vs of sin?2 What did Nehemizh tell the
peopletodo? Show how.joy 13 a natural result
of reading the Bible ? What acts of bepevolence
were they to perform ? (v, 10) With wbat cove-
-nant diud they consecrate themsclves to God?
{Neh.ix, 38: %, 1-39 7 Whst other fruits of read-
ing God's ‘Word ? (Neh, vuh,. 14.28; x, 2¢-37,
Xitly 1§-21) What will be tho cifect of .Bible
study upon us?

SUGGESTIONS ON RIALE $TUDY.

J There is great value u large aesembllies for
Bible study. o

1L Thercfore, sitend teachers’ meetings, Sun:
dav achool assemblies, notmal classes, ete,

EIL. From the Bible we leatn (1) Ged's will, [2)
how to live best-in this world, (3) tne way 10
Heaven.

IV. Worstup from the heart, and in becoming
attstudes, is a great help te Bible study.

V. \We should [earn many: of the words of the

‘Rible by heant.

V1. Wo should vse every means for understand.
ing. God's Word,

VIl The fruits of Bible study are repentance,
conscsration, obedience, joy, brotherly kindnass,
happy lives, noble charac'er, national prosperity

REVIEW EXERCISE.
(For the whole School in Concert,)

6. How long were .they in building the walls?
Ans. [ifty-two days. 2. What did they do when
the walls were finlshed? Ans. They held a great
assembly for the study of God's Word 3. \What
did they do &t this assembly? Ans. Bera and
his aids read and explaioed the law to the people,
. What was the eflcct on the people* Ans.
They wept because they had so faited to keep this
law. 10, What did Nehemali tell them to do?
Ans, To rejoice in God, and heaceforth to obey
His law with perfect hearts.




