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This s how F made the most of the space

avout. A narrow frillof the same serge is nailed along the top
of the second box, which {s to be used as & book-shelf,

*Tho top of these cabinets forms a sujport for u wide, long shelf
of plain deal, enamelled at the edges to mateh the lower part, and
edvered with a slip of art serge, simply edged with ball fringe.
‘Three or four drawing pins, pushed into the serge and board at
the cdge nearest the wiidow, will be sufticient to keep it in place,
and it can then be radsed and shaken oceasionally in front to get
na of :ul{ dust there may bLe. ‘Llus contrvance will wnke o
mowy writlng or work-table, 1f the buxes below are perfectly
straight and even. A waste paper basket diaped with sotse of
the samne serge, and ttinuued with Lall funge, fills 1 the spaco
hetween the two cabincts, and s invaluable tn a room m which
much work is done.

Now we come to the fireplace and its decoration, which is
samewhat difficult to accomplish satisfactorily without drapery 3
aud this can searcely be recommended in i sootn of tlns sost, for
it 18 too apt to serve as a dust ixtp.  Anineapensive saedicne
capboard, enamelled, and made more important-looking at the
Wp by the addition of two lage Japanese fans, fors the over-
mantel.  The cupboard may be further improved by covering the
wallat theback of the book-case with a piece of Japanese leathier
paper.  Divide the book-shelf into two divisions, or three, if there
5 gpace enougl, Ly means of a thin picce of wooil the right size,
cuamelled, and glued into place.  This will give room for a vase
@r Lwo amonyg the books, which will break up their straight mon-
otony. ‘I'he mantel-picce must be covered to correspond with
the writing-table, with a plain straight slip of art serge, trimmed
®ith soie of the sawe Lall faiinge.  "The tireplace may be hidden
by any little contrivance that miy Le convenient. ‘L'hat in ot
slietelt represents an easel cut ont in Bristol board  Any mount
eutter will do this for & very small cost.  ‘The whole of the casel
must be covered with brown paper-to imitate waood, and which
mxy be hiad from any paper hauger.

A pretty chromo, such as is often given as a Christrnas supple-
ment to an Hluasteated paper, is then neatly mounted on i piece
af stout cardboard the same size, has a frame of gilt paper added
a3 round, and is firly glued to the front of the easel. The leg
of the casel at the back is also made of cardboard, covered with
sene of the sane brown paper as the front.  ‘Thyeeor four piceds
af this card should ve cut the proper size snd shape, and gunmed
togethier, one above the other, to make the leg both thicker and
tirmer than a singleslicet of cardboard would be.  The leg is then
fastened to the back of the casel with asmmall hinge of linen care.
fully glued into place. A strap of tape is glued, one end to the
leg Lalt way down, the other to the back of thie casel, to prevent
e whole thing from opeiming out too widely, and so falling down.

For about $1.00 neat littie one-fold screens may now be bought
for fircplace omawents, ‘They requiie filling In with a panel of
exrclonne or embroidery, and also hiave to Le enamelied, but for
all that they are much more durable and so really cost very little
more than arrangements of cardboand such as the one I have
deseribed.

1t the remainlng corner of the voom is unoceupivd, another
large wooden bracket, furmshed with pegs below, places high up
against the wall, and with twao cretonne curtains hanging from it,

will make a convenlent place for dresses and jackets, the
shelf at the top belug available for a luge vase or artistle
crack of some kind.

Along the remaining wall must be placed the chest of
drawers, the tol) of which wHl look well covered with serge
and arranged with pretty photogeaph frames, a swuaet work-
basket and n few little elegancles of this kind.

A cosy chair and a stal] talle, to stand comfortably near
the fire rn the winter, should be procured {f possible. The
chafr, howeves plaln and simple in make, may be greatly
improved by n cushifon or two, which should be made of
cretonne aud trinnned round the edge with a narrow frill.
‘This whl hiasve as mood an effect as the printed Pongee siik
that has been so populer of late, and hus the advantage of
wearing far better. .

‘The chalr wight be covered entirely with a pretty cre.
tonne, but for this 1t is neceseary to make a linfnyg of coarse
sacking first, and to pad this with flock, Several layers of
cotton wool will have to be tackod over this, and then the
cretonne,  This will, perhaps, nake the operation more
complicated than is desirabie, as the chair will scareely de
without more finlsh. A scalloped valance, trinmned with
ball fringe, will be necded round the set, and a row of
swall puifs or a thick ruche upon the edge all round the
back and arms. A superanuated leather casy chalr that is
considered ton shubby for the sitting-toom is easier to cover
than a wicker one, as it requires no padding. ‘The portions
of the legs that show below the cretonue cover may be
casily smartened up with a little enamel.

Small square wooden tables may bo had very cheaply,
and If the legs are painted the top will cover very prettily
with art serge lakd ficst over alayer of coarse flannel. A serles of
festoons of serge edged with fringe would took pretty faliing
round the tor. . .

Very cosy-looking rugs may be inexpensively made of odds and
cuds of cloth or flauel.  Get some canvass or sacking, the exact
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sizo that the rug is to be, and a nunber of scraps of cloth and
tweed of several colors.  Cut all these picces about three Inches
wile, and sew them strongly together into long strips,  Uso first
the grey picces.  Pink one edge, and sew the strip very ficnly
down to the canvas in a straighit row all round, so that the pinked
cdgos sct about an inch beyond it.  The strips will havoe to bo cut
and joined again at the corners to make them lic perfectly fat,

For tho next row take the Jlack cloth, pink theedgesin thosame
way and sew the strip along the straight cdge so that it overlaps
the first row about an inch and a bhalf. Then uso groy scraps
again, then a row of acarlct cloth,

For sowing down the strips, finc twine or carpet thread must bo
used or tho rug will not be durable. When all the sewing hax
been done, the back of the mat must be made tidy by a lining of
black holland, thoe cdges of which arc turned in ucatly beforo it is
sown to the canvas.

Much of tho success of the rug will depend apon the care with
which tho strips arc 8ewn to the 3acking, as any stitches that arc.
dn:;n éoo tightly will pucker it, and prevent it from resting flatly
oa the Hoer.




