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Lord came Ho must needs train 1is disciples. They could

+ not recoive tho full truth until after His death, resuvrec-

FPHERE nover was a time when so many people were nak- -

ing how to read the Bible, This isa hopeful sign. Yot
tho frequoncy and urgency with which the question is raised
must cortainly imply n great deal of dissatisfaction on the
part of tho inquirers. If they folt satisfied with their own

mothods, they would not be so eager to discover other and

bottor onca,
articls to sot forth a satisfactory method, but a fow suyges-
tions as to how * not” to read the Bible, may indicate the

Now it is altogether impossible in one brief *

onuses of 80 general an inquiry and furnish a partial - + 1800
- plete rovolations in the Old Testament are treated pro-

veply.

.{ny one who teaches the Bible discovers that even
Ohristian people fail to' bestow upon the reading of the
Word of God the same kind of attention that is given to
othor important books. Such people roally love the Bible,
would defond it against oll attack, and, undoubtedly, love
tho Lord it roveals. Yet with all thoir eagernessto obtain
spiritual profit, thoy do not catth the meaning, do not
rotain the facts in memory, and after years of devotional
ronding show an incapacity for correct thinking on Biblical
truth that is painful. There must besoms adequato cause
for this,

1t is not usually due to lack of intelligence or of*

tion and asconsion, for tho Gospel they must preach was
based on these facts, and untal they wero facts the Gospol
messago was not fully known by them. Accordingly, the
Bible should be read historically. Not only should the
narrative bo regarded as true, but every part of the Serip-
tures should be looked at in its historical surroundings,
Every Biblical scholur will insist upon the necessity for
this mothod, and what is wore to tho purpose, the Bible
itself shows that this is the true method. Yol very many,
who are seeking to read the Scriptures intelligently, as well
ay reverently, ignore the historical relations, Tho incom-

cisely as the completo and final rovelations in the New,

- Tha progreps in tho New Testament, plainly indicated by

ploty. To blame it upon our depravity is simply-to evade *

tho question of vesponsibility. It seems to be largely due
to & bad habit that has glown up as an excresconce
upon a good one, Taught to honounr the Word of Goll and

to treat it with reverence, wo aro too apt to spproach the

reading of it as an end rather than a meaus,
regard Bible reading us an act of piety, instead of a-help-to

Wecoms to-

]

ploty. Accordingly the words are run over, so-much at a-
time, with the feeling, unconscious to ourselves, perhaps, '

that a chapter read is so much good‘done. It is easy enough
to show that such an sattitude is false, that it.dishonours

God st well ns His Word, that it stultifies Christinns. But-

it 13 not 50 easy to show people that this is their attitude
Yot precisely this attitude scoms to be the main cause of
the ignorant and inattentive reading already referred to.
Many are in the habit of dividing the dovotional read-
ing of tho Scriptures from Bible studyy Wo may distin-
guish between them, but they shonld not. ¥e divided. No cor-
roct study shonld stop short of devotional reading,and no de-
votional reading will ‘be free from misleading results unless
it is based upon a proper knowledge of what the Bible says
and means. Scholars may be in danger of neglecting the

spiritual results, but wmost Christiacs are in danger of seek-

ing spiritual resuits witliout the proper use of means. The
knowledge of tho Word is tho means to the blessingfrom
tho Word. Henco when asked how to read the Bible, I am
disposed to answer: Do *' not” read it as if the mere

reading, without attontionand thought, were accoptatle to.
Qod, or profitable foryou. Tho desire and effort to under--

stand its meaning is the first essential step,

Anotbar suggestion seoms peculiarly pertinent for Pres-
byteriane just now., The Bible is largely history. Tho
varfous books composing it have their respective places in
that history. It toock God a long time to propare men for
the full revolation of Bimself in Jesus Christ, Whonour

Jogus: Christ Himsolf, is not recognized. The eecond sug-
gestion.is. therefore : do “*not ** read the Bible as if it werv
ull written at one time ; recognize the maguificent method
by which God graduaally led the world to ‘‘the fulness of
the time ;7 .notice how our Lord Himself led men from
ono truth to a higher one; thus honour the whole Bible,
by treating it as a living and consistent whole,

Anothersuggestion may ho made, and this one is always
pertinent, Do “not” rend the beoks only in piece-meal
faghion. ‘Many Christians huve never read one of the
largor books -through at & single sitting. This is a great
wmistake. The divisions into chaptors and verses are not
inspired ; very far from it. Thoy often ‘hinder wore thun
thoy help. A paragraph Bible is always the hest for con-
tinuous reading, and continuous reading is nocessary. For
when we read u book, we need to know what it is about,
The best way to find what it is about is to read it through,
Wo resent the cutting up of the Pontatouch and other baoks
into fragments, and the assigning of theso fragments to
difforont authors. But tha.effect on the ordinary reader is
very much the samo, if ho allows the mechanical divisions
of chapter and vorso to break up the Bible into man.nade
fragments. The more important books of the Bible are
not too loug to admit of such continuous reading. Tho
“patch.work " criticism, however untennble it may prove
to be, has not affected so many people injuriously as the
“patch-work ™ habit of reading the Bible. It is difticult
to gob theological students to apprehend the life of Christ
o8 real history, and the practical hindrance, as I know
sadly enough, is the fixed habit of reading the Gospels by
chapters and no; by books.

That' no one knows how to read the Bible, unless he
reads it for his spiritual profit, is implied in all that pro.
cedes.  That this implies prayer for the illuminating Holy
Spirit every Christian should know. But tho Spirit illum-
inates the Word ; that Spirit inspired it, therefore tho
illumination will make clear what was said by inspiration,
and that only. Hence, we aro “not" to read the Bible
oxpecting the Spirit to reveala meaning which is net found
in the inspired Word, This mistake has led to griovous
crrors in tho past, and is practically tho principle on
which the Rowan Castholic Church has assumed an
authority saperior to tho historical senso of the Serip.
tures. -



