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LOVE TO CHRIST OUGIIT TO nE, IN INDIVIDUALS AND IN CIIURCIIES, NOT A DECLININO
B3UT A GROWING PBINCIPLE.

The "Ifirst love," should be the last love; only w'ith the difference of a constant-
îy progressive accumulation of energy, during the entire course of Chiristian ex-
perience. " The last " sliould be " more than the frst." The case is a widely
diflèrent one from that of any love we cau bear te a Kèlow creature. Whien, in
an earthly friend, we discover these excellencies which, becorne the basis of an
adrniring and fond attachiment-that friend may indeed turn out one whose
engaging qualities, the longer and the dloser our intimaey, are ever presenting
themselves in increasingly attractive and intercsting lighits, and in whonm, to our
partial fancy at least, new ones are ever opening to our view. But where, arnong
buman friends, is that extraordinary one to be found, in whorn suicli intimacy
detects no fiailure, no def*eets, ne flaws, ne drawbaeis ? In the case of the Sa-
viour, on the eontrary, the character is one in which al is the absolute perfection
of divine and hunian exeellence,-unblemislied loveliness-every attribute of the
divine, infinite-of the hunian, sinless. There is ne defect, ne 11mw, no drawback
there. And, as to what lie has donc for us, and the aniount of' obligation under
which lie lias laid us, we must be able te comprehend divinity and eternity, before
we can forma a j ust estiniate of eitlier. Before we ean calculate, the aniount of his
condescension and grace, when, ""though, lie was rich," -divinely rich-"1 for oui
sakes lie became poor, tliat we tlirough biis poverty might be rich'1 Ve must coin-
prehiend divinity, so as te measure the distance bctween iat lie was and what
lie became-betiveen the throne of the universe and the manger of B3ethlehiem ;
and before we ean duly appreciate the value of those riches which, in possession
and in hope, lie lias made ours, wc must comprclicnd cternity, with. ail the differ-
ence, too, betweca that eternity in liell, and that etcrnity in heaven. Ilere, then,
.- %vheeter our Ilfirst love" be regarded as the love of gratitude fer blessings lie-
stowed, or th.le love of eomplacency in character manifested-ve, see room for
everlasting increase ; the excellencies of the character, and the glories of the work,
being alike inexhaustible ; every fresh contemplation of them, enhances those
excellencies and that glory, te our minds, fills us 'with, a growing admiration, and
imparts mdditional intensity te, botli our del ig lit and our thankfulness. Anid this
wiil lie the case for ever. The increaso will lie cternally progressive. \Vc say
of our love, that in heaven it will beye)fcct. And in a certain sense it is truc.
There wiil bie ne mlloy in our love, ne feeling eut of harrnony with it ; and our
liearts w~ill lie as full of it as they eau liold. But if by perfeci wc mean incapable
of icrczsc, it is, not truc. It will be ever grewing. This, throughi eternity, wiil
bc the case with our conceptions cf the persen, mau character, and work cf the
Son of Qed. Wliat mind, even in lacaven, will ever bie able te takie in a full cern-
prehiension cf that which, frem its nature, is infinite?9 And 'what lieart thero
Nvill ever bie able te, love him up te, the full extent of bis desert te lic loved, that
desert tee, being infinite? The angelie knowlcedge cf Qed was, from. the begin-
ning, perfect. There was ne errer in it; and there wms ne deficiency frein any
one ef its perfections being left eut.. Tliey kncw it in ail its liarmonieus cern-
pleteness. But stili it wvas knowledge that admitted cf infinite increaso and
amplification. It grew with their growing observations and experience cf the
creative and administrative wisdoni, and power, mand goodncss, cf the ïMaker and
Governor of the universe. Wlien our wer]d was frarned and furnishied, " these
Mornin g Stars sang together-these Sons cf Gcd shoutcd for joy."l It gave themn
a ncw view cf Ged. It anipliffied their conceptions cf liii, and elevatcd their
sentiments and emotiens cf mdoring hornage. And incomparably more was this
the case, as the rmysteries cf redeixiption w'ere unfoldcd. 13y that most glorieus
of Ged's plans and deings, their knowledge cf liii was stili more cnlarged and
elevated. Il Unto the principalities and powers in lieaveniy places w:Âs nmade


