
PERMANENCY OF VIE PASTORAT, RELATION.

presentedl, the fact homo- tliat the meni %-ho hiave specially diaýtiligtiis;hed them-
scîve4 in the Crs ian îuiistiy lave bven, genierally speakirig, il oze ivi
have longest occupied the saine shrs and tliat the hrclices %vicIlihave tken
the I)iilist position in respiect lioth of ciiracter atid usfîoshave beeii thise
w-luu have ei%îjyed the inosi settlel iiini>tîry. Pastor anid pecople have gyrowil togre-
thei- strcîgigened. by miutual love. lIn the respect and gratitude of the Chiristian
conînunity they. stand associaîed ; and in union will their naines pass, dlowit to an
adiniiigr risteriy-the cuurupleients of onc anothier. The late Dis. ýVaîditlw, ut*
Glatsgow ; rown, of Edinburglb and Smîith, f' Hlomerton ; afid Mir. Jay, of
Battih %viic Dr. Raffles, and Messrs. Janies and Binney-aoid their re.spec-
tive charges-nîay be xianied as exaniples iii Britaixi, iw-hich we presuine there
would lie little dilliculry iii pai-alleling iii the Unitcd Sutes, did we pos.,ess the
requitiite knowledge. he hte IDr. Bogrue, Of G vsport, father of the London Mis-
sioiiaîy Society, spent neai-ly fifty years iin tlîat town, whîuîse population at blis
deathi numîbered le.ss tlian 1'2,000 ;wlîile the late Dr. Enînîoîîs, a. r-ecognzi;ed
prince anîong New England theologians, lield the pastorate o>f a srnall country
clîîrch, at Fr-anklin, Mass., / îvliere lie died tLt the age of' 95), for rîeailv secntv
years ; anid the fâîhier of Jonathan Edwards, wlivse plai:e is aniong the giaiitsý, in
their very fore-front, lived over sixty yeai.as Paistor amung ont peuiple.

'rime wvould l'ail us were %we atteipting -an ehiîmeratiun of the mnen capable of'
better thîings, who have dw-arfled tfieînselves anid destroyed their usefiîliie, by
their unsc-tiediies,-or of the churchles bliglited and withered thiough the saine
nicans. 1 have nev'er sympatliized witb the wvonderment sonietimes expressed at
the sluuwness of the progress muade by our princinles iii tii cou ntry, or thie feble-
ness of our churcîxes. God be praiseul thiat lie baï; kept une froin the ungeîeruus-
ness, and ingratitude, and blindness of sueli a curuse, as I trust hie î-il! ever
do. The progress î-ealized hias been suc-h as shuiuld cati forth our devuuutest
and waimest tbanksgiving; while the strength God bias given us in Mis love
should mike us feel increasingly our obligation to labour for huini and in-
spire us wvitlî a groxving confidence in su duîing. At the saine timc, oui- griwth
an'd present strerigti îiighit have been greater, ouglbt to have becii, wvuuuld
have heen, biad %ve, as our late chairnîai reiîîarked iii bis very admirable address
to us tbe other niorr.ing, been more fitifl to our principles. Ci aIl w-e have to,
deplore - whiethîer of weakîiess, or of cause furnished to the advcrsai-v for
reproach-a large shai-e inust in justice be placed to the account of uniczÈled for,
inconsiderate disr-uptions of the Pastoral relation.

If the things above advanced be correct, or make even a modeî-ate approxima-
tion to .orreetness, it mnust be the duty of niini.sters and churches alike to sec-k by
every miea-ns in their powver to promiote permianency in thie pastorale, to establi:h it
Lu the furthest practicabie extent as the the rule among our clîurthes. Let both
guard sedulously against ev-erything in thîcir ou-n couîduet tending to disturb a
relation su sacred, and cultivate the dispositions and habits of action wvhiich vould
make ils continuance an object oi desii-e and a spring of blessing. The.jealousy
with whichi we repudiate iiiterference fi-un without should make us ail the more
careful to, lie a law to ourselves. We possess no righît tu do ivrong ; nur does any
one wvho believes us to be doiîig wvrong commnit a crime by telling us8 plainly,
provided lie do it respectfully, that suchi is bis opinion. To do so is'a duty whicli
lie ow-es not less Lu us than to liis Master anîd ours.

On wvbat principle tie opinion ofi ieiglibotiring chutrches and bî-ethren is to, be
altegether overlooked in connection witbt the dissolution of the Pastoral relation,
while their cotintenance and eo)-operatiîun are soiighit in îts formation, we corifess
ourselves at a loss Lu understarid. A liealthfut public sentiment aîneng Our
chîviches on this point, as possibly acie upon suîîîe otlhei-s-a public seî11i1iiint
which wuuuld mlalke trangu-,iessors, feel that it ivas at their peril they sinnîed-weuld
be of incalculable service to us. There is an indecenecy, a gross indcceticy, Lu
cai it hy no worse name, either in a clîurchi's tussitig iLs pastor into eipty xpace
as a rotten putatoe nuay ho pitebed oîut oif a field or garden, or a minister's divest-
ing lîiuîself of tie î-epoiisibi 1i tics which lie vuluntarily touk upon hiruself au.idst
se much sulemîîity as lie wvould of an old slîue.


