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condition of religious life lu the city seems to be very I acknowledged in a note to the C. 1. sonie tiîiie ago,
poor. The people are nominally Roman Catholios, yet Ten dollars for St. Thomnas churchi building fund, f rom,
if asked to say from observation what forin of religion an unknowni Friciud-CUnîtoii, Ont. This acknowledg-
they adopted, 1 slîould say they adopted none. The meînt neyer appeared, 1 suppose was lost. I lhave no
Portuguese waiters in our hotel did flot know why a other way but through the C. DIAN I DPEN)ETo
good Catholie should not take meat on Friday. The letting the Olintoii friend knowv that the sum was
peopie (with few exceptions) appeared te, spend the gratef.iIIy received and faithf ully applied, couîing just
Sabbath at work. Stores were open froin moeming tili whene needed and asked for, to complete a payment.
niglit. Pediars were hawking their wares about the Your-s, &C.,
streets, and inechanies were to be seen plying their XW. H. ALLWORTH.
crafts just as on any other day. Some tixne ago, ex-
actly when I have not ascertaiued, a law was passeci SELKIRK RANGE, loc'Kv M4TS.,y July 3, 188f).
that no more persons sbould be allowed te enter bue To"TIIE EDITOR OÂNIIN IND;EPENDENT.
monasteries andl nunn-eries in Portugal-and on the DEUI Sui.-A copy of your issue of May 15th, came
death of the then inrnates, the property should pass under iy attention yesterday,and I noticed your refer-
into the hands of the government. A number of sucli ence te the work at present going ou on the O. P. R.
buildings have since beeni enîptied of their ininares, You may be sure that if the Congregationalists, or any
and passing into the h-inds of the government have other body, were te send out an earneet Mssionary,
been sold. The remains of eue large monastery was lie would bc well received. The living is rough and the
sold te, the Scotchi Free Presbyterlan Churcli mission accommodations not such as Ontario towns aud cities
in the city, and at present an Eng,,ili service is hield afford,and anyone coniffg iiiîîst niake up bis inmd te
in its chapel in the morning, and lu the afternoou a rough it,but lie would find somie ready to welcomie lîim.
Portuguese service 15 conducted by our friend, Rev. Tiiere would doubtloss be maxîy discouragemients, and
Mr. Menerzes. The Bible and Tract Society, under the sowing would be like casting bread upon the waters.
the agency of Rev. Mr. Stewart, also lias its rooms The expense, 1 doubt net, would be largely met by
here. Schools are hield ia other rooms during the subscription aniongst the men, and by proper repre-
week, and other parts ef the building are ]et for stores sentations to MXr. Van Hrn a pass mnight be obtained.
and dwelliing bouses, while a large part of the build- The work is only expected to last four or five montlîs,
ing is falling inte deray, and a much larger part of it but a good dleal of sowing and pussibly sonie reapimg
bas been destroyed by the earthquake aîîd other caus- niigbt be done in that tinie. H.
es. A quiet missionary work is bei!sg carried on lnu eisrtist hwhi ealo odnoprthe city, but thiere is still room for inuchi more, and [Wites nt is tosowl.-EDJlw ode pprunless a great change cornes over the people, wve canti
see uiothing very bright in the future for Lisbon. At LISTOWEL CONGREGATIONAL CHURCHI.
present the death rate is equal to the births. The
people are ignorant and superstitîous. The electers Edior Cam«dictn Inidcpentde)t.
seli their votes for money, or cast thein like enraven Dn.UL SIR.- XViII you kixdly permit US te C811 ntten-
cowards afraid te assert their righits. The governors tion, tbroùgli the INDEPENDENT, te the present position
hold purchased positions. The govenmrent is a mere of our churchi liere. Thecre are mny wlio can bear test-
teol lu the hands cf a few, audl the few are tee dull te iimony te, its faithful adlîereîîce te the i)rincil)les aud
know their own interest,-, and tee seltish te think of polity of congregationalisin for a long period of years,
the public good. and also te its efforts tlîrougli a period of great diflicul-

i ors increXV . T. CURRIE. ty te sustain itself. Lt is one cf the oldest chîurchecs iu
_____________the Province. Iu 187 8 n substantial brick church wus

ST. THO.A-s, .July 15, 1886. Jbuilt nt a ccst of about 86000 ; of this anoiit $4000
MR. EDITOR.. lias beeîi îaid euid a dcbt of $200W reiains. The cost

Wi1l you allow nie te acknowledge thirouglh thie ofs Ie interest on thîis anîcunt liow3vcir is reduced by a,
PENDENT, a box sent to mny address withi ne invoice or jsînaîl incomne which we receive frein the rentaI of the
letter acconîpaîiying, apparently fromn Toronto, contain- old churcli and parsonage. The building is iiu great

ingsone boks mgazie ad periodical literature, need cf renovating and repairs whici -will cost, between
rAuniiphlets, &zc., evidently designed te be distrlbuted $200 and $300. We have beeni trying te accomplishi
or usedl iu prinoting churcli or S. school work. this for two years past but reverses iii the circumnstances

With mnany thnks te the dlonors,-%e w-ill apply thieni of soîne, and the renioval of others ef our memibers,
i the best way w~e eau to, do goed. have mnade it impossible te do se. We have beeni corn-


