
THIE CANADIAN INDEPENDENT.

of oneO of the towers of the outer gate ; it was a suitable
place for a watchman. "lA man running alone:"I swiff
runners ras the &noient method of obtainig news ; two
messengers had left the scene of battie, but one, Ahimnatz,
bad outrun the other, Cu Shi.

Vers. 25, 26. IlIf hoe be alone-tidings" that is, of
victory. David as a warrior knew well enough that a
defeat would have brought on a large number of fugitives.
IlThe porter:" whose businss it ras to attend to the
opening and shutting of the gate, and who being below
co-ald inform David. "1Another :"I and only one, go the
King would be confirmed in bis previous opinion as to
the result of the battie.

Ver. 27. At first a mere speck on the horizon, only
visible, per 'haps, to the practised eye of the watchman, the
foira of the runner and his gait as hoe drew near were fa-
niiliar. Lt was IlAhimaaz the son of Zadok :"I David
knowing his loyalty and attacliment at once said, "l1He is
a good man and bringcth good tidings."' He had borne
good tidings before at the rojection of the counsel of
Ahithopel. (Chap. 17:; 14.17.) Thore are some people
who appear to deliglit in bearing cvii tidingt3; Ahimaaz
was not one of these.

Vers. 28, 29, 30. Full of bis message he scarcely raits
to reacli the King but calls out, "1AUl is well ;"I lit.,
IlSh&Lloma," peace, or "lRail."' IlBlessed ho the Lord :"I
Ahimaaz did flot forget, as some too often are apt to, do,
from whom oui mercies corne. "Deivered: "lit., "lShut
Up." (Sec 1 Sam. 17 : 46 margin.) The idea is of con-
fining our enew.y and flot giving him the liberty to work
cvii. There is onle thing, bowever, about which the King
is more anious than v9ictory. 11Is-Absalom sale?" I On,
the power of a loving heart 1 The son who bcd deceived
him, rebelled against him, and would have talien bis life,
yet hic fîrst thouglits are for that son's safety! Ahimaaz
ceeing the heurt of the King in bis question, and remem-
bering the charge of the morning, gives an evasive answer,
and wotild have hlm think that lie bcd been sent beforo,
Absalom's fate ras known. H1e was willing to, be the
bearor of good news, but afraid to announce the bad.
IlTurned aside and stood stili :"I tired as hoe would be
alter bis long run of several miles, lie could not sit down
in the proeence of the King.

Vers. 31, 32. "lCushi:"I we are not sure if this was
the proper name of an Israelite, or whetber hie was a
descendent of Cush, a sou of Ram. (Gen. 10:. 6, 7, S.)
If so , be ras a Oanaanitish slave o! Joab. (Jushi bringsl
the cama news of victoý-y as Ahimaaz, IlThe Lord bath'
av'qnged thee," and ho is met by the same question, "lIs
the young man- safe?2" Note how David dwolie upon the
thought o! the youth o! Absalom, as if that rare an
excuse for his crimes, although lie was really over forty
years old. Deicately, yet unmistakeably, does Cushi give
the reply, -, the enemies-be as that young man is." Lt
carnies the dreaded news to tho heart o! David.

Ver. 33 "lThe King ras mudli moved: " hope that
hiad lingered wfth him bad fled, the dreadful. calamity ras
there-Absalom ras dead. Witb kingly pride ho wilI not
show his grief, but goes up into the chamber over the
gate weeping, mourning, and lamenting for bis slain son.
-"Would God : s o Moses would have died if the people
could bave been saved (Ex. 32- : 32) ; and so Paul "e1 ould
wish that mysel! were accursed from Christ for my
brethren "(RBom9: 3) ; and how are wo reminded of Him
who, when Hie beheld the city, wept over it, knovring go weU
the sore trouble that was coming upon it. (Lulse.19: 41.)

HSINTS TO TEÂCE -. B

PaELrarxnÂAi.-This lesson is the fitting completion of
the last. David was troubled once at the prosperity o! the
wicked and their succese in life; it appeared to him as if
God let things take very mach their own course, that the

plotting, the devices and sohomes o! the wicked were not
mnterfered with and that in the full harvest of his works
the door of evil could look around hima and despise the
power and providence o! God. The Psalmist learned in
Ilthe sanctuary"I that hie had made a mistake, and that
the course of the wicked ras hieid as by a bridle in the
bands o! Jehovali. "Fi e sets them in slippery places, easts
tbemn down to, destruction, brouglit thema into desolation in
a moment and utterly consumed them with terrors."I No
more striking illustration of this truth is to ho !ound in the
whole range o! Bible narrative than the story o! Absaloi
Everything np to the commencement of our lesson gave
promise of the ultimate and complote success of bis cheme.
Ris plans wvcre well and carefully laid; hie had won the
bearts of a large number of the people, had secured the
services of brave, wise and faithful men. The oircum-
Stances of the country and of the court favoured bis cause.
Lt is more than likely that David's sin, o! which we have
bad the story, badl alienated a large number oi the people;
it is certain that the King bad withdrawn from bis active
duties of attending, eitber personally or by deputy, to the
interests of bis subjects ; ho biad chut himsclf Up and for.
gotten what ho owod to the nation, and if, as Geikie sup-
poses, the numbering of the people, and the plagne by which,
it ras punisbed, came before this, we bave an additional
element of dicaffection. The country, if not actuaily ripe
for revoît, ras not, at any rata, unwiflig to tr3' the expeni-
ment of a new and younger Ring, seeing that the old one
was apparently worse than useless. Absalom bcd, too, that.
rare virtue in a conspirator, lie could wvait ; he would not
risk anything by precipitating bis actions, but plotted
patiently on for years. The ime came and the oppor-
tuniýj, n-nl without striking a blow ho leaped into the
royal position; there it appeared as ,if ho ras King
beyond peradventure, as if notbing, could supplant him,
and he was sale for life ; but "1The Lord reigneth : "la fact
Absalom had forgotten, and altbough Ho permitted chas-
tisement for cin to !aUl upon David, 11e did not intend
ffhat the penitent sbould be destroyed, nor that wicked-
nesc chould triumph. Let us thon teacli this great lesson,
that althougli to-day, as thon, wickedness may appear to
succeed, and the wicked to triumph, yet ail are in the
bauds of God, and only so far as it serves the wise pur-
poses of Ris counsel will Ho permit the cuccess o! evil, and
even if we do flot see bore the reward of the wicked we
may ho sure that it wiJI comae in that after lifo whlchis but
the development and completion o! this.

HINTS TO TEACHURS.

Topical Analysis.-(î) Waiting for the tidiags 24.27;
(2) the tidings received 28.3.

On thefirst topic, picture the intense anxiety of the king
as lie sat waiting there to bear the recuit of tbe battle that
was to decide bis fate and the fate of the'kingdoin. Lt would
appear that he had little doubt as to the issue; as a soidier
he knew bis men and bad confidence in themn perbaps he
had the assurance frein God that so fan his afflictions wouid
go, but no farther. Sure of victory, there was another care
upon bis heart ; that was Absaloin. lie feared, too truiy as
it proved, that bis son would perish in the battie, and tbis fore-
boding bung heavy upon his heart. Recail another waiting
for tidings, wbich we studied in the fourtb quarter of last
year, poor old Eli, sitting trembiing by the wayside, flot so
much for the recuIt of the battle, or even for the fate of bis
two sons, but for the Ark of God. Refer aise to that pic.
ture, if you have seen it, so expressive, se touching, " Wait-
ing for the Verdict," the oId father and mother sitting just
outside the court whule their son is beiug tried within. Oh,
the deep and bitter sorrow and anxiety of their beants as the
life, or iife.long liberty, of their dear boy trembles in the
balance ! These show that this is one, and a perfectiy
Inatural resuit of disobedience to, parents, disregard of par-
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