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il ll'ORI) TO OUR SUBScRIIBERS.

W ITI 1 the prcsent numnber the C,%N,'AitI-
A N IN; DEl'iNiDEM- begins its second

quarter in ils ncw% shape. %Ve think tint, titis
as a proper timne to say a fcw% words ta aur
rcadcrs about it, and iv wcsa> thein.

0f the %ork which wc have donc in the
tweivc stnmbers already issuced ive need tot
speak, at lcngth. It speaks for itself.
It is righit that ive shouid say titis
inucli, liowcvcr :-Vhile consciauis of
mail> imperfections, the editors and publish.-
er, and contributars have tried to do thcir
very bcst. Thicy have wishict and souglit ta
make the paper a success iii thc trucst senise
of the terro. And they rejoice that their ef-
forts have beenl iargehy appreciated by the
constituency ta which tbcy appeal. -Letters
of a commcndatory character came ta us ail
the whiie front ail sections of the country. \Ve
couid aften fIll a colimn or twvo, if ive were s0
disposed, with aur awn praises, suing by those
who peruise aur pages.

But iv'e do riot tliinlc so iucli about the
past as of the present and the future. V/c
are anxiaus ta advance-to inake each nunt-
ber bettcr than the prcceding anc. And in
this ive shall lot fail if anc condition be at-
tendcd ta. If ive lad a longer subscription
iist than iv'e have, we couid inaugurate and
carry out vast impravements. We must
make the paper pay its nccssary expenses.
We have nto capital fûtnd ta draw uipon. Sai
we have been comnp)ehid ta kecp within vcry
narraw, bounds, too narrow altogether. Now,
witli cven three or four hundrcd maore read-
ers, we would flot bc so restrained and
hampered as we have
out mare boldly titan
natter rests ivith c

Church nieinbers. 1

been. Wc could lauinch
we have donc. This
tir churches and aur

~t is entirely in their

ilot donc Nvhiat thecy could do0 withl compara-
tive case for us. V/c appeai specially ta thicm
110W. Let there be an advance along the
j hiole hatie. LeRt thcrc bc a general effort ta
scirc subscribcrs. Those %v'ho (Io the tvark
on the Iper, %%Ilctlacr in the editoriai or pub-
lishing departmlent, lhave ilO sinecuire. Blut
th .,will glitely dIo ail that thcy hiave donc
alid more too if thcy arc only sezondcd and
cncouragcd by thecir bretitren. Theiir desire
is siinpiy ta prornotc the bcst intcrcsts of
Congrcgational Christianity in Canada. Thcy
put the question wvith ail earncestness, and
they wvilI canfidentiy look for a favourable
rcsponse : VilI the churches. wvill the nern-
bers of the chutrchcs give thcm thecir licarty
co.oi)eratioai Shallilihy have a longer bub-
scription list?

L.LXITY OR LIBER TY.

T11 E " Guardian " is sadiy exercised about
Içongregationai ism. It had a long

article, rccently, about aur " Unscripturai
L..ixity." It bias faunld a stray chip sorte-
where about the Rcv. Baldwin Brown, and
forthwith lectures us about aur latitudinarian-
ism. I n itsciosing paragraph it asserts that-ac-
cording ta Mr. Broir'-independent Chuirches
" may include Unitarians, Universaiists, Ma-
teriaiists, and ail grades of unbelievers ; for
no faith in God, Christ, H-eaven or 1-tell is es-
sential ta a Congregationai Church."

To defend the reputatian of Baldwin
Browvn we have no iced ; it is t%'ell able ta
sustain itself. But we would seek ta remove
a sad inistake front the mind of the " Guar-
dian,"$ into, which-let us hope-it lias unwit-
tingly falien. Mr. Browvn, if we righitly utnder-
stand bur, holds no such view as that attrib-
uted ta han ini the sentence quatcd abave.
What are the facts ? \Vben 1Ir. Browvn ac-
cepted the chairitaaship of the Engiish Con-
gregational Union, lie found an instance-as
lie thought-of repression of tFe righit of ini-
dividual research, and the righit of individual

hands. The Congrcgatianalists of Caniada jexpression. And lie warnied bis brethren
can, if they tviil, sustain a first-class religiaus ý,againist narraoving the righits of freedoin ta
tveekly. The question is, tvill they do it ? i think and ta speak. His tvords were naisun-
Let ail the Cliurchcs, let ceéry miember afil derstood, ive grant, bath b>' niany of lis >wn
every churdli say,', "It'e wci! " \Ve knoiv brcthren, and by those in other Chriz, ian
that ive began this enterprise iin unft- fcommunions. 'Ir. Browvn wvouid grieve as
nate season. XVe knoiv that the tintes areî inucli as the kindiy editar of the " Guardian "
bard and that money is scarce. But wvhy a ver a man's departure front faitlh in God or
shouid Christian men econoanize first of ail in Christ, or any other Scriptural doctrine. But,
the dcpartmcnt of Christiù'n literature ? XVe lie wvauld sav, that wvere a mi ta so depart
ivouid say ta ai the members of aur churches, front Scriptural truth, Christ-thc Churchi's
You catnnat afford ta do withotit gaod read- lawgivcr and judge-is the persan ta wvhomn
irag matter ; yau cannoe afford ta shut your- the errorist is responsible, and not a number
selves out from the grcat religious warid of jof fallibie men tvho are seif-constitutcd judges
the nineteenth century. Nor can yau afflord of ortbodoxy. And, in titis view, aur Eng-
ta shut yourseives out froin the Canadian j ish brother is in full syinpathy wtvhh the
Congregationai world. And we wauld affirm genlus of Congregationalism in its best
further, that there is hardly a meniber in any form.
of aur churches, wvbo iýouId nat, if lie tvere so Facts arc sametimes far better tvitncsses
ntinded, commtand annually the small sunt than thearies. The tlieory of thc "«Guardian "
wbich we ask foir aur paper. We fcar-nay, is, that independent Churclies have a natural

tcndency to iaxity and licrcsy. The facts as
writtcn on the Icaves of history arc, that in-
dcpendent Chiurchies have kcpt witini the
orbit of Scriptural truths, and within thc ini-
fluecce of the Divine Cross-bearer, as pcrfcct-
13' as any othcr Churchcs, and bcttcr than a
le w. The fact is, that our liberty lias flot
made any maorc-if as many--crrorists, than
the restriction of othier systemns of Church-
polity. Thecre is as wide-spread and as pro-
fund a faith s:n God, ini Christ, in H-caven, and
ini 1 Ici] " among Congregational Churches as
ailong.anyothict. And Mr.Brown simply holds
that lic can trust that liberty stili to deveiop
truth and godiiness. Hle lins fauind it work
weii, andcihe cati trust it yet. For himseif, lic
wvould rather permit a mian uînfettcred ta con -
suit Jcsus Christ, titan ta sec him turil ta gyn-
od, or conférence, or crccd. And in acccpt-
ing liberty, Mr. B3rowvn accepts it with ail its
accampanying dangers. In this he is logic-
ai.

Liberty bas dangers, ini the body-politic,as
ivell as in the Chiurch. But so many are the-
oretically champions of liberty, like the
" Guardian," whiie practicaiiy they are afraid
of it. For ourselves, ini Church or in State,
wve prefer liberty with ail its possibilities of
danger, to, slaver with ail its boasted quiet-
uide.' The Methodist body-for which the
1'Guardian " caters-dare nat trust its minis-
ters; ta think for themselves, sa it binds them
up ta Wesley's notes. And yet it has
its deflections from Scriptural truth. Con-
gregationaiism is not afraid ta, aiiow men to,
think for themsiseves ; and it can point ta its
record wvith pardonabie pride, that it bas flot
ieft the Cross of Cavalry, nor turned away its
eye from the Christian's Heaven. We have
liad a lecture from the "Guardian "'«on "«Un-
scriptural Laxity." Nowv for anc an «I Un-
scriptural Dogmatism."

HOSPITALS ANVD ReEFUGES.

JN order ta bring aur series of articles
based an Mr. Langmuir's repart ta a

close, we graup under anc heading aill the bc-
neyaient institutions flot strictly Provincial,
but receiving aid ta a greater or less extent
from the Governmcnt. These are Haspitals,
Houses cf Refuge, Orphan Asylums, and

MagdalcrfAbyhu is. There are twvelve bas-
pitals, twelve bouses of refuge, twenty-onc
orplhan asylunis, and five Magdalen asylunis.
Some of these are Protestant, some are Ra-
man Cathoiic, and sanie are generai. They
are ail under the eye of the Governrnent In-
pectar ; and they are aided partly "accarding
o their works " and partly in proportion ta
he incarne they receive from other sources.
['he Charity Aid Act provides that ever
ospitai sa entitled shall receive twenty cents

>er day for each patient, and a further sum of
en cents per day provided such furt *her aid
lacs not exceed one-faurth of the arnount re-
eivcd during the preceding year from ail
ourccs other titan the Province. Where such


