
whien, in the midst of seeming universal commotion, the chiairman's ster.torian
voice (if lie is se blessed" iB beard,-" ilear the Chairmnan of the Lrusiness
Comr.nittce." The sub-dhairman reads the resolution, timidly it May b2,
and Iieard imperfectly, if ut ai], by one-third of the:assembly. Then follows
the constitutional question "1Whiat shall be donc wîîth the resolution ?" A
moinentary silence is likely te follow thnis enquiry, seldoin however, more than
monientary, for sorne young, hearty, fearless brother, who thinks hie lias the
subject ut his flocnger-ends, proposes that the resolution be thien anad there
adopted. He says but littie on the principle or subjeet involved, but lie
thinks it good and correct, lie liab mueli pleasure in supporting it, and the
Union cannot dIo botter than adopt it forthwith, and-proceed te other
business! A lengthy and tedieus discussion, it may ho, ensues, as te the
propriety of an imînediate con-sideration of the subjeet, in which half-a-dozen
ardent or duli brethren, as the case may be, take part, whose conflicting
opinions are at last disposed of by the Chairman 4eclaring authoritatively,
that thc discussion hadl botter stop there, ns this Society or that deputation
must now lie heard. The 'rosolutýon," meanwhule,hlas to be vigilantly watcbed
by its foster-father, aind rescuod from oblivion, or re 'sorved for a more conve-
nient season. Then tliq proper business of the assembly is resumed.

But niany experienced and devoted men attend yoar after year, and their
veico is nover hourd in speech. It may lie thiat the esteemed pastor front
Quebec, travels to Hamilton or Brantford, and returns, without once addressing,
the meeting ; or, the wortliy Missiornary Pastor from Nanilla goos te Kingston
or Montreat, without his.voice boing.raised in speech or sermon.

Now, what with this circumstance and that, and the higli-pressure resting,
ail the. while on tho of4cials of the varions Socioties clustering around the
Union, who may lie presumed te lie seleeted from the men of mark in the
body, rendering it ail but impossible for them, te take part in the publie dis-
cussions, a candid review of any one of these annual gathorings might lead te,
the conviction that a precieus opportunity, which, but for these influences
might have yieldod much intellectualeand spiritual enjeyment and profit te
ail, has been sacrificed, te a large extent, te teclinicalitios and questions of
order.

Couid net a remody be found for this unsatisfactory state of things ? Is
it net possible se te arrange matters, that the most alte aDd experienced mien
in the body shalt be hourd on these "1higli days ?" A larger atten dan ce at
the meetings miglit be-socurod; mombors from other ehurches mnight attend,
as they were aecustomed te do in former years, while there would be ground
te hope that lasting good would follow. The distinctive principles of' the
body, and the adaptation of its policy te mould intc a hoalthy vigorous
Christian form, the poculiar phase of social life lieing developed now in this
Canada of ours, could then bo more clearly manifested, and with profit te the
Commonwealth.

ONTARIO.

VIS]T0URS AT THE CAPITA.

DEÂR tEDITOR,-AlIow me, tlirougli your columns, te speak a word te the
Pastors of our Churches, and any others whom the matter may concern.
Many strangers from, ail parts of the Provinces of Britisli North America
cengregate ut this capital during the Session of our Dominion Parliament,
whose associations, when ut home, are more or t9ss with our denomination.

4 -ri 6 CORRESPONDENCE.


