s¢ Still achieving, still pursuing,
Learn to labour and to walit.”
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A correspondent writes: ‘“several farmers in this
neighbourhood have been burnt out during the month,
losing, in many cases not only their barns and out-
buildings, but the whole of their crops, caused by steam
threshing machines. Cannot something be done to pro-
tect farmers from these travelling incendiaries.” The
matter of protection in this case seems to lie in the hands
of the farmers themselves, for without their patronage
the perambulating thresher would not be a profitable
investment for anybody’s capital, and consequently an
unused article. We were always under the impression
that the steamn thresher was a blessing and not a curse,
but like every luxury and labor-saving contrivance, it
has its accompanying evil. Perhaps our correspondent
has, with the accustomed generosity of insurance men,
been persuaded to grant a permit for a steam threshing
machine without any extra charge, and has burnt his
finger, and naturally feels a trifle sore on that point.
Charge extra for all additional hazards, that is the only
way to get square with them.

The Chronicle has for some months been very ably
combating the reward ‘system of the American Board
of Underwriters, and has maintained that the practice
of offering rewards for the conviction of incendiaries,
by the Board, is, although legal, immoral. It claims
that the Government, and it alone, should deal with
such matters. We are inclined to agree with the
theory ventilated by the Chronicle. Granted a perfect
government, a perfect system of police, unimpeachable
officials, and an earnest desire on the part of all con-

cerned to have justice done, and we concede that there-

ward system would be perfectly superfluous. But
these things are not thus, and unless some private in-
terest sets the machinery of justice in motion, and
applies at the proper time the proper amount of anti-
friction oil, it is found that wheels do not move so
rapidly, rust impedes and the machine falls short of its
work. In the number for the first of September, the
Chronicle touches a blister with its cartoon. Over-Insur-
ance is represented in the person of Mephis—no, let us
be plain—the devil, who is instigating an incendiary to
his work of crime. The legend below runs thus:
«The Accessory before the Fact—How much reward
for him?” This hits home to those who by loose in-
spection and reckless underwriting, have granted a
liberal premium to incendiarism.




