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The Abbo Constantin.
11Y LUDOVlU' 1ALEVY.

1 aepont aIl my time its the oilices of
New 'York lawy<rs ; but noua o! tiîem
would taire charge of rny intercets.
Evorywvhorathît anmoe npouso: 'Your
case la veny doubttul ; opponeutçs
are ver>' icli and formidable, monny is
ncedcd ; inDue> to carry on the suit,
and yeu have iaone. You have had an
effer eftotn thousand dollars, besides
having ail your de)t.s paid, sccept i,
soul your suit' But. I could alwaya
boan my fatber'a last wordp, sud I would
net consent. Poverty might, however,
bave soon constraiiuod tue, wben, oe
day, I soicited au iuterview vith oe
cf my father's friends, Mn. William
Scett, a bauker iu New York. Ilewas
net alone; a yaung man var sitting lu
bis cilice near ber desk. *'You cari taik
free.ly,' said ho, 1'this lin>' son. Rich-
ard ScetL I iooked atthnyungrman,
sud ho iooked at me, sud thon vo ne-
cognizedeachother. -Suzie!' 'Rich-
ard 1 ' Ro beld eut bis baud te me,
Ho vas tventytb-ee and I wms igbt.
con,sasI have lid%~on. Ve ad pis'-
cd together ver>' etten wheu w-e 'vero
cblidren. Then vo vero great finonds.
Seven an eight ycana betoro, ho vent te
finish bis education iu Franco and lu
Engiand. Hiafathermademe ait down,
aud aaked me wbat broughit me te him.
I tald hlm. Ho listened aud repiied.
4 Yeu w-Il! noed tventy on thint>' thon-
sand dollurs.Noe w iii lend yen
sucb a suion the uncetain chances of
a complicated lawait. It 'wold ho
fou>'. If yen are ini need, if yon vant
assistance--' 'That is net wbat
Mfiss Percival asaks,'»sad Richard,
varuxi>. &'I knev it ; but wv at abc
ask-s of me la imposible. ' lie rose te
fthe dean. Thon 1 broice dewu fon tb's
firit time since my>'father'a destb. I
had been trong until thon, but I felt
un> courage exhansted. 1 couid bear
ne mone, and 1 burat. into tears. At
length I nccovered uxysef sud vont
aviq. An houn aftenvard, Richard
Scott carne te sec me. ' Suzie, ' said
ho, «'promise te accept.wb&t I arn go.
lng7 te offer yen ; promnise me.' pro-
mised hlm. 1 We l,' suid ho, -'1 viii
put the necossar>' suin at youn disposai,
au the single condition that. my father

shalh kuai- nething of it.' 'But yen
must knov about ru>' daim, se that
yayel uu udcstand -bat. it la, vbat IL
la vartb. ' '1 do net knov the finaL
vend about your dlaim, aud I de net
wisb te k-no w. What wouid ho the
mret o! assisting yen, if I1wmemasure cf
gttingrny moue>' back ? Besides, yeu
bave promised te acceptit. It isdoue.
Theoalano gin; hsc.' IL vas effer-
ed ta rewith sncb simplicit>', sncb
epenueRsaof hoant, that I accepted.
Tbree nmenthea! itervard, vo gained aur
case. Tho propent>' became indi;put-
ahi>' ours, sund vo vero offred five miii-
lana fer itL ent taconeuit Richard.-
4'Refuge and wait,' sud be, ' if fxe>'
ofrr yen ancb a snr, it le because the
land la vorih double.' But 1 must
psy yen back yourn re.' «'Oh'
thât viii do latex, there iu ne baste;j
I am ddom; vell for the imoent, ru>
croditisin nadan;rr.' 'Rut Ivatta
pay yen immentdiatr.>'; I have sncb a ber-
rer cf dehl ?Perbapa there viii ho a
va>' vithent selling tha prepert>'.
Richard, yul yen be My>' usband '
Yeî. MNonsieur le Cure; ycs, muonsieur,'*
said Mrs. Sctt, langbing, '-IL v-as I
vhe threw uyset like that iL rnY bus-
band's head. I sIt u1w-bd' sked for
bis baud. That, yen cm tel] ta al the
wold, and yen viii oui>' tel the truth.
Besides. I vas ahiigcd te inake thia
ofler. 'Never, oh ! 1 ara usureof it as
I am ocf my lite, ho vcnid nover bave
speken. Ibaibccuetooricb. And,
as ho lod me, sud net ni>' :ur.v.u>
moue>' fnlgtczed hlm a ittie. Ttiat
la the histor>' cf ry inarniage. JAu ta
tho histo.>' e! aur fortune, that can ho
told lu a fav vends. There vas, lu-

âeed, milliouft lu thesa tracta of land lu
Colorado ; they were found te contain
vory rich 11lîver mines, and £rom thoe
mines wo receive ever>' year a fabulons
lu corne.

IlBut we ar alal agreed, iny hutbaud,
rny istt'r and 1. te give a large ahana
of ti ilcarne te the poor ; you see,
Monsieur le Cure, it ile becauso vo hgvo
known sncb bitter daya. Bettinsaceiu
rtmembeor wben ebe as curlittie botse-
keeper ln that fif th stor>' room, ilu Zow
York. It is for that rpaso», you
,viii alwvaya find us ready te belp
those wbo, as vo bave been, ar estrug.
gling utuidstthibo ifortunes and bord.
shiju ot lite. And now, Monsieur
Jean, will yen pardon this Jong dis.
course, aud givo me a Iiitle of that
ternpting cream 1 "

The cream was 1'mline's composition
of eggs sud îilk-aud wbile Jean
baateued te serve Mlaare Scott, Iho
continued :

II bave net yet tald you -al. Yen
muet know bow theso extravagant
atonies were tanted. «%Vhen vo fist
came te Parie, a year tige, vo fet it
aur dut>' te give a certain smm cf
muone>y ta tbe pour. 'Who told cf itl
Net iwo, certaill>; but the fact vas
publiished lnuoeeof tbe newspapers,
with theamonut. Dirotitve wyouag
reporters camne ruuuing ta 3-1r. Scott.
te ask bhir a wbole catalogue cf ques.
tions about bis past. The>' vanted te
write about us lu the papers-a...
bow do yon sa>' that ?-a sketch cf aur
lives. Mr. Scott ias orne!imes a littie
basty. Ho vas tbat day; and ho dia-
missed theso gentlemen, vety abrupty,
withour, telling tbemn cukythiug. Thon,
net knowiug aur true bistory, tire>
invented an iruaginan>' eue. Thre firat
eue laid, tbat 1 bad begged ln the
auew, in Now Yonk; and tbe second,
the next day, te inake bis article atili
more sensational, muade me jnrnp
tbreugb the paper bailoons in a circue
et Pbiladelpbia. Yen bave some ver>'
droli jounnals lu France, adsud vo s-
lu Amreics"

Now, fer the laEt five minutes
Pauline bad been meting thre most
frantic signale ta the cure. vbe no
cois-pletely faiied ta understand tbern,
that at last tbe por oman smrmaned
ail ber courage:

"M3onsieur le Cure, it ln a quarter
after seven2'

"A quarter aftez neveu! Obi ladies,
I beg yen te excuse me. I bave a
service this evoning; it la tbe montb
of Mlary."

-The month cf lary-and la the
service te ho seau 1"

"Ses, immedistel."
"And at exactly whit tirne le aur

train te Parls r'
Ilt halt.past ine replied Jean,

"and yen necd oniy fifceen er twenty
minutes to reacb the station."

"Thon Suzie, wo could go to, church."
"Wo viii ge te cbnrcb," replicd

Madame Sctt, "4but betere wo part,
Monsieur le Cure, 1 bave a tavon tu,
ask of yen. I want. to bave yen dine
witb me, witbont fai, tbe firat time
that I dine nt rny new beome at Lou-
grevai, and you, tee, IMensieur-al
aIl alone, juat vo four, like to.day.
Ob I de not refuse; thxe invitation ln
heartil>' glvenY

' Aà dbearti!>' acccpted, Madame,
rcplied Jean.

Il iii write te let yen knov the
day. 1 vili cerne as soon as possible.
Yen cal that )un'ig qthe crane de yen
net 1 Weli!1 wo vili han9 theCcrane,
we four."

Pculine had carried Misa Perdrvai
off intisa scerner cf thc noom, and vas
talking ver>' carneati>'. Their conver-
sation endcd vithi thtse yards:

"Yen vili b!) thora?" raid BottIne.
"Yca, I vili 1>b- ieÊe
"And you vil1 tell me juat the right

marnent. "
"I viii telyou, but tak-e cire, bore

cernes Monsieur le Cure, aud bo muet
net suspect auytbiug."

The tva altere, the cure and Jean
came eut of thie baume.Tii.>' ent

through the cemeter>' te the ahnroh.
Theo voniug vas deligbtful. Siowly
aud ailent>' ail four waiked tbreugh
the littie patbvîy, in the lut rayaeto
the sotting sun. Tbey approaocd the
monument at Dr. Iloynaud'a grave,
'Nbhicb,1 though simple, waa, by its pro-
portions, conspîcueus amen; the othen
tornb.atouea. bMmeScott aud flettina
atepped, their atteintion drawu b>' tbiu
inscription whicb it bore:

Il KÎLRELIES TUE Bah? or
"1DOCTOa MARCEL REYNAUD,"

"Surgon-Major ni the negiment draf ted at
SouvlicuY. killed on the 8îh of Jauuary,

187 1. iLt thebattie of ViIJersoxei.'
"1PILA? 7oi0111Xu."1

Whou the>' bail fiuisbad reiding it,
the cure, pointing ta Joan, aaid aimpi>':

IlIt vas bis fathon 1"?
Theo tve wemen drew near the tomi>.

atone and utoed vith bowed beads,
affocted, pensive, in meditatien. Thon,
turning &round, tho>' bath at theame
maoment beld ont their baud ta tbe
youug efficor sud vent en tovards the
churcb. Jeann fatbon had bad their
firat pnayer at Languevai.

The cure went te put ou bis surpico
aud stole-Jean conducted Mn,. Scott
te tbe firat paw, whicb for tva cen-
turies had boom naservod for tbe owuera
a1 Loz2guoval.

Paulino bad preoded tbern. Sbe
vas waiting for Misa Percivai, lu the
sbadow cf a columu iu the cbnncb.
She led Bettina up the steep uarrev
ataircase, inte t.he gallon>' aud seatod
ber if. the harmonium.

The ali cure camne eut of tbe auicit>',
preceded b>' Lwo chenlsters, aud just as
ho kueit dowu en the steps cf fthe
sitar:

-This la the omreut, mademoiselle,"
?41d Pauline whose heart vas beating
witb oagerneza ,Poor deanrman,hoew
hippy bo vili be!,"

When ho heard tbe ergau'asetrain
ruise saftly. 11k-e a inurmur an the 'ir,
sud sweliing, fil] the little church, thxe
Abbe Censtautino vas toebed vith
Pncb tender emotion se that the tears
carne tebis eycs. 'ILvasth firet timo
ho bad vwopt sinco that day vhen Jean
told hlm ha vauted ta sbire &Ul be had
'witb the mothers sud alitera cf those
vbe fél l a bis father's aide, under the
Germas buliet.s.

That teara migbt camc agalu ta thre
eid pricat'a oyea, it vas neceasar>' that
a littIe Aruericau girl ahould cross the
ses, sud cerne ta play' ore cf Cbopin'a
Revenies lu the churcb st Langueyal.

The next moruing at bai! pust five, as
thie bugle sounded tbrougb the quartera
Jean mounted, sud toak command of
bis section.

At thie end of May' ail the reenuits
lu the army are trained, aud resdy ta
take part lunfixe general drll Almeat
over>' day the>' execute different man-
muvers vith the field batteries.

Jean leved bis profesIon ; ho wss se-
cnstomed ta supenlntend with the great-
est cane the capanlacu and harmes, cf
the herse, sud thecpuipment and bear-
ing cf bis mou ; but this morning ho
gave ver>' little attention ta these de-
tale of fthe service.

A probleux troubled bite, perplexed
hlm, left hlm undeciaed, and this pro-
biem vaa eue of thnaîo wbosesolution
i. nlot given lu the Polyteebine Scheel.
Jean could net find tbe exact anaver
to this question:.

Il W'hich of th5 tva le the thre pret-
tier ?"'

On drill, dunlng the firat part a! tbe
manoeuvers eich batter>' vorka nda-
pendentl>', 'inder the Csptaius order-
but be often *puts oeeoe bis lieuten-
ants lu bis place-, sa that ho rua>' bo s-
customod te the Command aofsim pices.
That vcrymorningit no happened, thst
fram thre begluning of fthe maumuvers,
the comnmand vas given ta Jean. Ta
thii captain'a great surprise, wbo con-
sidered hi. finL lieutenant a vM er> 'e-
tined, campeteut. ski!! ai eflicer.,
oezytbing vent wreng. Jean ordered
twe or tbnee falio ruevcmetand

r.tether kceping ap aorcoorrectlng the
distances, the heres soveral timon came
iu contact. Tbn% Captain was obliged
to interfere. Ho gaive Jean a aligbt
reprimand wbioh onded in tbese words:

IlI cannot understaud it. Wbast in
the inatter witb you this morning 1 It
in the firet timo this ever liappened."

And it la also the firat tdrne that
Jean aer saw on parade. auytbiug
beaides guns sud dru ms, anything
beaides saldiors aud leaders, In the
cloude of dust raised b>' the carnage
whelsa ad the tho horsea' fout, Jean
saw. not the second monuted battor>'
of the 9O.h Artiller>', but the distinct
image of twe Amerioans with dark
eyea under golden bair. And nt tho
ver>' moment when ha vas recoiviug
the rnerited rýt-buke of bis captai;, Jean
val sayiug te biusoîf :

"lMadame Scott is tho prettier.l"
The drill je divided every rnorning by

a little reat of ton minutes. Thre ofilo.
ena get togother aud chat. Jean stay-
ed by biLselt, alote with bis merneries
cf the day before. His tboughts re.
returnied, presisteuti>', to the parsonago
at Longueval. Yes, Mm.!Scott %vul
thxe more charming ofthtie twa. MiII
Percival vas oui>' a child. Ho sav
again Mme Scott at the cure'a littie
table. Ho beard again ber star>', told
witb such frankueui and 60 naii'oly.
The aligbtly foreigu toue cf ber poca-
liar, peuetrating voico stili charrned
big ears-he vas again ln the church.
She was thero in front of hlm, bending
laven ber priý-eztie, ber pratty head in
ber tve little bauds. Thon the ergan
began ta sonnd, and iu the îbadows.at

a isaneJea à c"d'e, Bo ia
elegant, refined profile.
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