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THE IRON CASKET,

A SToki rule GHILBREN.

In Bagdad, in the httle lane by the
QGolden DBridge, lived, ages ago, a
merohant named Kalif, Ho was a
quiet, retiring man, who sat early and
Iate in his little shop, and went but
onco a year to Mosul or Shiraz, where
he bought embroidered rcbes in ex-
change for otto of roses.

On ono of theso journeys. ehancivg
to have fallen o littlo m the roar of hiz

ho heard roarings and tramp-

but two stones. It would be better,
thorefore,for ono to renounce hig olaim
iu ordor that no dln}mte may arisa in
our hitherto puace- oging'; family. 1

am the y fore can

coins ! With feverish hasto he slung
the eaoks on: thoe ass's back, and tarned
its hoad homewards, Suddenly ho
heard onco more the samoe myaterious

hi and this time in his im

an
have least olaim on the stones. Throw
to dec:de which stons shall fall tc
oagh. I resign!"

"Phe other two weru delighted, and
and ag it happened each got the stone
he desired.

 But in order thet I may have a
keopsake of my dear fathor,” coutinued
Abdul Kassim, * permit me to take
home the caskot, It will be of no
uge to you gince you have divided tho

ling of horsee’ hoofs in_the thicket
olose by the roadside. Drawing his
aword, whiok he wore on account of
thioves, ho entered the thicket, Ona
little groen, surrounded by trees, he
gaw a horseman in a light blue mantle
and a turben, fastencd by a flashing
dismond. The horse, an Arab of
purest blood, scemed to have lost its
senses.  Doaring  upright with a
pieroing neigl, it struggled vainly to
dislodge an enormoua panther which
had fixed its great claws in the horse's
flaniss.  The rider had lost all control
over it ; blood and foam poured from
its mouth and nostile. Kalif sprang
boldly out, and with a mighty ptroke
split the panther’s skull, and flinging
awny his sword, ran to the horse's
head, thereby enabling the rider to
dismount. Having calired the trom-
bling animal, the horseman begged his
resouer to follow.

+ T had lost my way in the chase,”
ho said, -*and should have fallen o
victim to the panther if Allah had not
sont you to my aid. I will reward you
for your bravery. Come ! let us seck
mycompanions ; there, behind that
wood, my camp must be,”

« T did what any other would have
donc in my place,” answored Kalif,
gimply, «* and expect no roward. But
if you so will it, I will accompany you
to your tents."

The stranger took his horse by the
rein and walked in silonce at the mer-
chanvs side till they arrived at an
oponing in the trees,  Here,surround-
od by soveral smaller ones, stood on3
largo tont of purple linen. A number
of richly clad men threw themeelves
on their faces before the new comer.
Phen Kalif knew whom he had saved ;
it wag the Shah himself! He was
about to fall at his feet, but the Shah
aoized is hand and led him into tho
tent. Inside, standing on five stools,
wero five cagkets, the first of gold set
with jewels, tho second of gold alone,
the third silver, the fourth copper, and
the fifth of iron.

« Choose one of these caskets,” said
the Shah.

Kalif hesitated, At length he
said ;—

« What I did is not worthy of any
reward, but if you will it, oh! King of
Kings, I will take one of those oaskots
to remind moe of the day when my eyes
were permitted to behold the Light of
Asia.”

Ho stooped and took the iron

cashet.

The Shah started. ‘¢ Stranger,” he
said, *your modesty has met with its
own reward, You have chosen the
most valuablo casket, for, look! the
others are empty; but this one con.
taing two jewolz which possess the
magte gifs of bastowing undreamed.of
power fo their owner.”” He raised the
1id aud showed the wondering Kalif
the two stones, * This one,” he said,
« ig o lapis lazuli, Whosoover winds
it in the folds of his turban, to him
everything is known thit has happen
ed since the world began, and no
seoret oan be hidden from him. Bui
this stone,” and he took a diamond
the size of & dove's egg from the casket,
w thig stone brings all the riches he
osn think of to its owner. Hehas but
{0 xub the stone and repeat his wish
aloud.” He replaced the stones in the
casket, olosed the lid, and handed it
to the merchant, who thanked the
Shah, hid the treasure in his robes,
and hastened to rejoin his caravan.

Once more in his own house he often

ooked at the princely gift, and one day
a8 he waa rubbing the lid e noticed
an ingoription upon it that bad hither.
to been unseen, It rsn:—

*Tis Allah’s will that to him who cherishes
The precivus gift that never perishes,

Tho East ahail erstwhilo alt bow down,

So tar tho date on palm is grown,

He never spoke of his adventure in
tho Kalaat Mountains, neither could
hio ever make up his mind to test the
virtue of the stones, being a frugal
man on the oue hand, and unwilling
to surpass his neighbors in wisdom on
the other. But at length the news of
the Shah’s resoue by the merchant
reached oven Bagdad, together with
the acsount of the Royal reward, and
people jostled one another to call on
the merchant and see with their own
eyes the wonderful casket. In conse-
quence Kalif had more customera in
one day then he generaily had in ten
years, and his daily reooipts testified
to the worth of the casket, For many

ears ho opjoyed the reward of his

eavery, and at his death Ali Haitam,
the eldest son, proposed that they
should draw lots for the magio stones,
Ho had great ideas of his own olever-
ness, and hoped from the bottom of
his heart to win the lapis lazuli, Ali
Hassuf, the second 3on, whose sole
failing was insatiable greed, wag quite
agreeable, (In seoret he was revoly-
ing in his own mind how to obtain the
diamond in cage it fell into the hands
of the youngest son). But just as
they were about to draw, Abdul Kaa-
gim, the youngest son, eaid: ‘¢ Dear
brothers, we ave three, and thore are

Al Hassuf hesitated at first, but
finally agreed to Kassim's wish.

Tho thres brothors lefe the empty
bouse, and went enoh to seok Iia
fortune in his own way.

Ali Haitam bought a plece of mus-
lin, folded it into a turban, sewed the
Iapia Iazuli inaide, and fixed 1t firmly
on his head, Then he wunt to the
bazear and waited for an iniux of
wisdom. And seo! The power of
the stone st to work and his mind
was filled with knowledge! He know
the origin of all things, and his eyes
could see through walls five feet thiok!
Ho passed the Caliph’s palace, and he
could sce that in the recesses of the
cellars wero hidden 9,000 sacks of
gold, and that Fatma, the daughter of
the Caliph, was the most lovely maiden
in the East: and an idea occurred to
Inm that dazzled him. ** How would
it be,” he thought, *if I placed 1wy
wisdom at the Caliph's disposal, be-
came his first adviser, and finally
married the lovely Fatma?” But
together with this dreamn came the
longing to display to an admiring
crowd some proofs of his wisom.

He hurried back to the bazaar,
mounted the highest steps at the
pates, and oried: * You people of
Bagdad, who believe that the sun
moves round the earth, you are ignor-
ant fools and sons of fools! Hear
now what I preach to you. The sun
stands still, but the earth moves I*

He intended to continue, but the
ggies of the bystanders interrupted

1.

¢ Ali Yaitam has goue mad,” they
cried; “listen to the nonsense he is
talking. Come, let us hold him head
firsk under the lion's mouth ut the
spring; that will restors him to
reason."”

And one, a fruit dealer, tcok an
orange, and orying, * Ali Haitam is
right, the sun moves just as little as
this orange!” Hung the orange at the
philosopher on the steps. The juioy
fruit knooked the turban from Ali's
head, o stooped to regaiu it, but
in vain, The fruit dealers throw was
the signal for a general onslaught, so
that he was obliged tu take to his heels
and fly for home. Dirty and panting
he renched his hut, deeply grieved
at the loss of hig precious stone, and
furious at the stupidity of the people
who showed s0 little understanding of
the firat prinoiples of seience.

The second brother started more
cautiously. Since he had but seldom
been further than the end of the nar-
row street, by the Golden Bridge, he
wag not in a position tc think of any-
thing very precious to wish for; lie
therefore first visited the bazasr and
asked the price of everything he saw.
At last he found something that, on
account of its high price, made a
%relt impression on him. Itwas a

'urkish gword that a cunning jeweller
had studded thickly with diamonds
on handlo and shesth. The dealer
asked 1,600 golden coins for it, and
the byatandora stared with open eyes
at the man who dared to bargain for
such costly possessions, Just as Al
Hassuf was weighing the precious
sword in his hand, a palanquin was
borne through the orowd, He turned,
the drawn curtains caught sight of a
maiden of wondrous beauty. When
he heard that she was the Caliph's
daughter, the desire awoke in his soul
to marry thig lovely creature, and it
seemed to him not unlikely that the
Oaliph would give his daughter to a
man of such note as he would become
ag the p of the magie di d
He decided to buy the sword, and,
armed with the same, to visit the
Caliph the very next day.

# 1 ghall come agsin the vory first
thing to-morrow morning,” he said to
the dealer, ** I have not guite enough
money with me now, but I shall
procure it this evening. I had quite
expeoted,” he added, Loastingly, *that
the sword would be expensive.’

He turned and went home, where
he saddled the thin ass and hung
across its back two Jarge panniers.
When it grew derk he softly drove the
beast through the yard gnd led it out
into the desert. For about an hour
he walked, and in imagination saw
himself in possession of all the glories
the talisman would bring him, He
never noticed that he was followed by
three dark forms, who had never lost
gight of him since his visit to the
bazesr. He ‘halled by a group of
stunted palms, spread out a large
cloth, and with trembling fingers be-
gan to rub the diamond, orying at the
same time: ¢ Spirit of the Stone!
send me at once twenty shekels of
golden coins1” He waited s moment,
and ki d into the darl think-

mediato noighborhood, He stood still
and listened with bated breath. Ho
folt himaelf seized by heavy hands and
thrown to the ground, and saw an-
other seize the ass, Two men with
blackencd faces tore off his turban and
robe and left him lying half naked by
tho roadride, after having warned him
to koep quiot as to hia attack unless
he wished to losoliis life. Trembling
with fright and rage, he saw the rob-
bera disappear with his ags in the
direciion of the i What
gained him most wns the loss of his
diamond, which he had concealed in
his robe. Ho reached home, where
e lay hidden for weeks, too

if T gave him a palace and raised hin.
to ba the uusband of my daughter?”

The Grand Vizlor agreed to the pro-
posal of hia ruler, and undertook hirs-
goif to convey to the astounded Abdul
Kaesim the  tidings that the Com-
mander of the Faithful had given him
s placo and awaited hig visit.

The samo evening the new favourite
of the Caliph packed sll kis fow be-
longings on the horsa's back, took the
iron caskat under his arm and, amid
the ohicers of the orowd, entered tho
palace.

A troop of negroes reoeivel him
and threw themaelves at his feet. An
espeoially gorgeously arrayed slave lod
him into a room, where a banguet
awaited him. Abdul Kagsim had
nover fared ao well i Lia life. But
bo did not forget to praise Allah for
his goed Next ing he put

to show himsolf in the streets or
at the bazaar. But once as he sat
on the Golden Bridge fishing, to try
and pravido himeelf with a frugal
meal, the weapon dealer passed him
by, and said: * Well, Ali Hassuf,
wlhien are you coming for your sword?”

But sword and Erinccess were aver
losy to Ali Hassuf.

In the meantime, as the two older
brothers sat mourning thoir fosses,
Abdul Kassim, the youngest, sat at
home in his littlo house by the gar-
dens, thinking with regret of his
father, and wondering what he should
do to earn himself his daily bread,
Before him, on a little sicol. stood the
iron casket, There came a knock at
the door, and Mich ben Jahzeel, the
Jow, whu had lent him money a month
or two ago, walked in. Miobu looked
grave and said: * Abudul Kassim,
times are bad, and ready money gets
searcer and gcarcer.  You know I lent
you ten golden coing, and I have come
to ask “—his eyus fell on the cagket
and ho started, bui collecting hitagelf,
went on: “ 1 have come to tell you
that I am not in an inunediate hurry
for the return of the loan, If you
like you can keep it, or as it is hardly
worth mentioning, keep it for months,
or even years if you like. I only
wanted to tell you you needn't trouble
about it, there ig no hurey at all” He
bowed slow to lns debtor and with-
drew.

Abdul Kassim marvelled at the
change in the Jew's manner, but as
ho thought of the looks he had cast
at the casket he couldn't kelp smiling.

On the same ovening came his
neighbour, the clothes dealer, who
had not visited him for years. *‘Dear
friend,” he said, and placed a bundle
on the floor before Kassim, ** I have
coma to entreat your pardon that my
horse should have zplashed your robe
with mud the other day; he iga young
thing, and is not yet properly broken,
I have brought you a new robe to
replace, whioh I hope will please you.”
Then he withdrew. The young mnan
could not recollect having been splash-
ed by his neighbour's horse, still less
could he account for the generosmity of
one who was oslebrated for his mean-
ness in presenting him with such an
elaborately embroidrred robe.

Next morning, just as he had put
on his new robe, a distant relation ar-
rived, bringing & magnificiently oap.
arisoned horse,

“Dear couein,” he said—formerly
he had not even noticed him —**your
appearance grieves me. I feared
you were giving way too muoh to grief
at the loss uf your father, and it would
give mo great pleasure to cheer yous
little. I have ventured to bring you this
horse, which is ovetcrowding my
stable; do me the favour to azcept
this little gife I

Abdul Keesim would have refused,
but the cousin had hurried away.
There he stood holding the beautiful
animal by the bridle. ~ He could not
resist the temptation to mount him,
Ho swung himself iuto the saddle and
rode into the town. Everyone bowed
to him, and many stood still, saying:
« Thete, L told youso!  Abdul Kas.
sim wags always the favourite son, and
he hag inherited the casket {"

Next morning, as the barber sharp
ened his razor and bsgan to shave the
Caliph, the latter asked him:  Well,
Hcrmos, what are my subjeots talking
about just now "

The barber bowed to the ground and
said : * What should they speak of,
oh, King of the Faithful, if not of
your goodness and wisdom ?"

# Of your idiotoy, son of & she ass,’
shouted the Caliph, bured oy the etor-
nal flatteries of the barber. **Tell
me, what aro the people talking
about 2"

« They talk,” began Harmog, hesit
atingly ; * they talk of the luck of
your servant, Abdul Kassim, whom
they oall the wisest and richest of
your subjects.”

¢ Abdul Kassim ? I don’t even know
his name," said the Caliph.

« He ig the son and heir of Kalif,”

on his gorgeous robe, bound on the
magnificent sword he found i the
great Liall, and rode, accompanied by
the negroes, to visit the Caliph.

The Commander of the Faithfal sat
on the throne and awaited his subject,
who, when he appeated, was sbout
to throw himself in the dust at the
rulor’s feet, but the Caliph descended
the three sieps of tho thronoe, and took
the young man’a hand.

#'Are you Abdul Kassim,” he gaid,
« gon of Kalif, tbe merchant who lived
by the Golden Bridge>”

1 am he, Caliph,” onswered
Abdul; ¢ perrait me to express my
thanks for the palace with which you
have endowed your most humble ser-
vant.”

¢ | have heard much good of you,”
said the Oaliph, when he liad erdered
hig suite to retire: “and pray you to
show me the magic jewels that help
you to such power and wisdom.’

+Of which jewels are you speaking?”
asked Abdul Kagsim, amazed.

« Well,” smiled the Oaliph, **which
jewels should I mean but those you
have inherited from your father ?"

The young man stared. So the
Qaliph, too, took him for the posses-
gor of the magic stones? Without
reservo he confessed that, to avoid
disputes, he had vol ily retired
and left the stones to his brothera.

«But," gaid the Oaliph, “ Micha
ben Jahzeol, the Jew, saw the casket
in your house 1

“The casket he may have scen,”

answored Adul Kasgim ; ** I bogged it
of my brothers in memory of my
father.”
The Oaliph seemed still in dqubt. He
sent & slave to Abdul Kagsim's palaco
to bring the casket. ''he mbssenger
brought it, gave it to the Caliph, and
retired. The Caliph opened the lid
and looked inside. It was in truth
empty ! His gaze fell on the inscrip-
tion :—

“Tis Allal’s will that to him who cherishes
The presious gift that nover perishes,

The East shall oretwhile all bow down,
So far the date on palm is grown,

He road the verae and looked at the
youth, ** Abdul Kaesim,” he said,
i yon have jewels in your heart more
precious than all the treasures of the
earth. For love of your father you
have pre~erved this seomingly worti-
loss casket. But Allsh had blessed
you for your virtues and has, by means
of thig humble iron casket, raised you
to power and weath, I dare not re.
fuse to aesist you. I will give you the
most pricaless gift at my disposal—th
hand of my only daughter.”

Ho called the chiof overseer of the
harem and bade him lead Fattha to
the throne room. The maiden had
passed the night in weeping, for she
had heard that she was to be given in
marrisge to s strange man. She
shuddered at the thought, for as only
child of the Caliph she had been
thocoughly spoilt, and hated the idea
of leaving her father's roof.

Abdul Kessim, who until now had
been struck uttezly dumb with aston.
ishment, conld not refrain from a ory
of admiration at the sight ofthe lovely
Fatmsa, She seemedto him a hundred
times more beautiful than any deserip-
tion he had heard of her it Bagdad,

In the midst of her grief Fatma
retained her womua's curiosity, and on
hearing the youth's voice, cast one
glance st him over hor father's
shoulder. The first impression
seemod not unfavorable. She eyed
hig slender form ag he stood leaning
.on his sword, and gradually censed
her sobbing. She even raised herself
and took hold of the Oaliph’s srm.
sthather,” she said, *do with me
what you will ; not without canse do
the people call you ‘The Wise One.”"

So Fatma was married to Abdul.
But neither she nor any other ever
knew that the iron casket conneoted
with her young lord's rise to power
was empty. The Caliph advised his
sonin law to maintain the deopest
silence as to the absence of the magic
jewela.

In the fifth year of their wedded
life the Caliph, feeling the weight of

dvancing years, abdicted iz Abdul

continued the barber, more 8
ously, * the same ¥alif whom the
Shah once rewarded with a magic
onaket.”

He related at length all about the
msgio stones, The Caliph listened
attentively, dismissed the barbor, aud
sent & megaage to the Grand Vizier to
come at once, The Vizier camo and

firmed the barber's tale. * Abdul

ing he heard whispering voices. But
3 all waa silent bo repeated his wish
for tho secord and third time, He
hieard & noise as of the falling of soft,
Leavy weights, and, oa stooping,
found twenty wellfilled sacks. He
opened one, and felt insid:  And,
truly ! it was really gold in bright, new

Kasslm," he sald, « knowa everything
that goes on in the worli, and when-
sver he has a wish, all ho has to do to
fulfill it is to rub the diamond and say
what he wants,”

The}Caliph grew serious. “Do you
think, Vizier, that this man could
usurp my throne ? How would it be

Kansim's favour, 80 the verse on the
oasket lid was fulfilled, and Abdul
Kassin reigned many, many years
over Bagdad, the best and wisest
ruler who had ever ascended the
throne.

-——
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