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ON READING THE BIBLE.

Onc~e upon a time in tlîe City of Paris
a mixed company of men were discuss-
ing books and literature generaily; and
the question arose, supposing a man
were condernned ta solitary confinement
and allowed only onc* book to read,
which of ail the books in the ivorld
should lie choose. The gentlemen who
took part in the conversation were, some
of them, Roman Catholics, some Pro-
testants. and others Atheists and free
thinkeri. Their unanimous decision
vas, that itfa man could only get one
book to rend, that book should be the
'Bible. They decided thus, not from a
religious, but purely from a Iiterary
point of view. For its subject matter is
more varled and more profoundly in-
teresting than that of any other book
that could be mamed. It has antiquity
to make it venerable, for it contains the
oldlest records ini existence. Within the
covers of the Bible a mian may find
scope for the exercise of every faculty
of the soul. It deals with the grP-at
problema that interest ail mankind-the
great problems of life work and desqtiny,
on which man has exercised his intellect
ini ail ages.

The subjects, of whicli it treats are of
perpetual interest. Generations may
corne and go, but tie great problemas of
btuman life forever demand an answer
ftem each successive generation of ln-
quirers. lta variety la as wonderful a.. its
interest la inexhaustible. In it the phiIoâio-
plier can find roomn for the deepest re-

erh; thé poet for the higheat flighte-
cfîmaginatior,; and simple folk a" d
littie children are neyer weary of its
pages. Apart from religion altogether

it may be said to lie the most wonderful
of Books. It is intensely human iu ita
subjeet matter. lIfone is incliiied 'for
meditation hie can see in bis midd. teye
the Ark a-buiIdiii-', lie cao wander with
Abraham amid Ilthe silence of the un-
peopled Syrian plains," or at night eau
watch, with the patriarch from the open
tent, the planets in tlîeir courses. 'l'lîe
scenes of the ancient world, like a brilli.
ant panorama pass before hi ii. Ile
groans with Israel in Egypt under cruel
task masters. H1e rejoices witIî the
chosen people ini their deliverance at tie
Red Sea. Ifs lie of martial instincts, lie
cao mardi with the warrior host agaiiist
the enemies of their race and couiitry.
With the clangour of the trumpet riiîgirig
in bis cars lie joins in the tlirillingr slîout
of tie chosen three hundred "The
sword of the Lord and of Gideon.

One by one lie ieei the inspired pro-
phets of Gai! pass to and fro, amid a de-
generate and back-sliding' people, re-
btiking-, exhorting, and it may be weep.
ingr over their sins, witi the bitter grief
of those who are one with the rebtlli-
ous people ta whom they appeal-one
with ,them in race, history and destîny
--one .vith them tao even in guilt; wvlich
they mourz over.

One by one warriors priests and kings
pass before him in solemn and splendid
procession~. He can see the srnoke of
thé daily sacrifice ascending frorn tbe
temple courts, or hie can mingle in im-
agination with the tribes who go up to
Jerusalem to tie great annuni festivals
of the nation ; hie cani behold Ilthe a4o
mnation of desolation spoken of by
Daniel the Prophet standing where it
ought flot," Or with modern Israel hoe
ean weep over the utter destruction and
ruin of the temple and the overwhelrnrng
succession of dsastera which have fallea
an the once highly favoured people.

But ail this la littie compared with
the interest it ha@ to hlm who reads its
pagea as the word of God; who seeks


