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'A PLL4. TO THE JURI&>WCTION.

I would eveèn go further, and say that no Sinn Feiner would be
in the smnallest degree influenced by a verdict of guilty, '-yen after
an open trial at Bar conducted in ILecordance with ail the great
traditions which attend the adm:inistrationi of justice in England.
It is part of the S.nn Fein creed tht.t quoad'Ireland, Engiand is a
foreign country. Roger Casernent, Nvhen on his trial for high
treason two years ago, refueed to recognize the jurisaiction of the
court which tried him. His successors would undoubtedly do the
saine, In ail the circumstances the Executive are undoubtedly
adopting the wisest couïise.

We have at vaious tirnes had occasion in these coluniiis
to eall attention to the ernployient of judges on work outside their
proper sphere. The objections we have expressed have naturally
had less wveight during the war, when judges have been doing out-
side work cf a qua&ý-judicial character; such, for instance, as
the work of Lord Justice Pickford on the Dardanelles Commission,
and the work of Younger and Atkin, JJ., on the Interniment Coin-
rniss;on; and notably, too, the work of Mr. Justice Younger in con-
nection with the exchange and treatment of prisoners cf war. But
these are tasks which,,-peaking generaliy, have haci no direct political
cifect; though the Mesopotamnia Commission, which was appointed
at the sanie time as the Dardanelles Commission, led to the
retirement of Mr. Austen Chamberlain, and it is impossible to
foreteli what resuit such inquiries inay have; and, of course,
political effects may follow on an ordinary judicial investigation,
such as the retiremnent of Mr. Mundella from the Presidency of the
Board of Trade in 1894 in consequence of the remarks of Vaughan
Williams, J., in the New Zealand Trust and Loan Co.'s case. But
it would ha ve been a very different matter had. the proposaI to
submnit to a seciet tribunal of two judges the issue as to the ver-
acity of the Prime Minister and the Chanicellor of the Exchequer
raised by Major-General Maurice's letter to the press oeen accept-
ed. That raîsed a politicai issue cf the first importance, and we
are glad that Oie proposai wvas withdrawn airnost as soon as
mnade.--Sol.eeitr',g Journal.
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