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1 give you, then, my themne, and it is: The international minc;
reciprocity of kindred ideals; uniformnity of aims; brotherhood
of sentiment; coimon ambitions to ixnprove aur race."

PUBLIC WRONG AND PRIVA TE ACý"ONýS.

1 have been much interested in an article under the above
heading in the February nan.b)er of The Harrard Latr Magazine,
by Mr. Ezra Riplcy Thayer.

The sperial matter discussed in this article is the conduct of
an action claiming compensation for injury caused by breach of
a criminal statute; or, consideration of the law of negligen,ýe in
relation to criminal legisiation. The former being a branch of
the law whichi is constantly before the courts, I trust the learned
wrîter wvill not take amisýs -orne friendlv criticism of a portion of
bis article.

'.\r. Thaver treats bis suibjeet under two heads, liarely.

legisiation prohibiting som-ething and legisiation einsOf-
thing to be donc. W'hal I have to say wiIl 1w confine<l to the
first branch.

The article opens with thisz (pery: Wnîen (loes thc violation
of a criminal statute or or(Iinance make the wrongdloer (ivilly
resptns~i1)le? ,%I answer to that qîuestion would be--Violation ofI legisiat ion direct îng sonietliing to be donc may, but Violation of
legisiation prohibiting an act cannot produce civ il liability. MNy
reason for tliis xvili appear Inter.

I have no fault to find with the writer's rernarks on the law~ of
negligence except ini one rvspoct. On thie trial of an action based
on neglig-nco thie jury are frequently told, to enable tiieli to
<lotermine whether or not the' defendant wvas guilty of negligence
tu take as a test whiat an "ordinary prudent inan- xoul dIo
under the -arne conwlitioiîý. '.\r. Thaver seemns to think that
s;uch dlirection is apt to induce p(er1lexity and lead the jury to
indulge in tlieor , andl make, or endeavour tu make. su1tle dlis-
tinctions. 1 eannot sec it. Tlit' jury inust fin(], in order to cx-
onerat e thie defendant, tlbat biis -onducet wis prudent unndur the


