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CORRESPONDENCE.

as every sign of the times shows it
very soon must, our profession at all
evonts, will lie thoroughly conversant
with it, and able to bring, their influence
to bear upon it through their respective
mnonbers. We may then have the proper
Bort of legisiation upon it, whichi we
nover 3-et have liad, auJ I believo with-
out the aid of your journal, neyer will.

What we waiut, and at this late day, at
ail events, liave a rig-ht to oxpect, is one
roally good act, which. will settie overy-
thing for years to corne, or at least put
everything in the proper course to accom-
piish that resuit, instead of another series
of that annually worrying legisiation to
which. wo have hitherto been subjectod,
each act of which reforrns so littie that the
change, uincortainty and disturbance
which it necessarily occasions does actual-
ly more harin than the miserably small
and nigg~ard1y dose of legal reform we get
does good.

In conclusion -as unexplained, this let-
ter mi-lit by some be interpreted as a per-
sonal attack on Mr. Mowat, I beg tô say
nothing is further from miy intention.
1, iii commnon, with I beliove the whole
profession, which includes persons of' al
shades of politics, entertain a very higli
opinion of Mr. Mowat as a iawyer. As
a judge J, and I believe many othors,
have been accustomed to cotusider himi,
together with the late Chancellors Blake
and VanKoughîiet, as our very best ju-
dicial Reformers ; meon wlio as judges did
ail they could to work out justice, regard-
J.ess of ail inore forais and teclinicalities
that fetter weaker moin. No one wio lias
practiced in their court cani be utavare of
the improvemeuts they introduced during
their time, or of wliat the country and the
profession have suffered in losing them,

*but I cunfess it often troubles me and
others of Mr. Mowat's personai'friends to
reconcile his very éhtisfactory record as a
judge, his judicial courage and deter-
mination in pushing aside as far as ho

could, and so frequently as ho did, the
.many inane teclinicalities which contin-
ualiy strove to interpose themselves be-
tween him and justice-with his far
less satisfactory mile of a legisiative legal
reformer. I can only account for it in
this way,(which many who ought to know
believe is the true one), viz. :that ho
could net give us ail the legal reform ho
wished <as Il A City Solicitor " suggest-
cd) witliout the aid of the Dominion Gov-
erniment; and that ho bas hitherto been
unable to obtain that aid. And that ho
lias been prevented by the exigencies of
party discipline frorn divulging tho causes
which. partially, at ail events, excuse lis
delay.

I have the honor to romain,
Yours, &c.,

Thme Law of Dower.

To THE EDITOR OF THE LAw JOURNAL:

Pursbue we now the oniquiry into the
seconid division of this part of our sub-
ject, namely, the widow's. consummate
riglit to dower.

SThe husband being doceased, the whols
element of contingoncy which character-
ize(l lier interest as wife, having therefore
disappeared, the widow stands in a new
position with regard to lier late husband's
estate, in that slie lias an immediate
rîglit, consumnniate and vested in lier por-
son, to proceed agrainst that estate for a
third portion thereof, to bie enjoyod
for bier lifetime. Wliereas, she was a
wife ; now sho is a widow. And where-
as, sho was, as wife, entitled but to wait
for a certain continigency to liappen, in

order that it miglit be determined, whether
she wouid evor actually enj Dy in its fuiness
4em thon inchoato intorest; now,that event
haviing liappened, consequont thoreupon
vests in lier the power to assert lier new
riglit, anti to ask for its iminodiate enjoy-
mont. Whoroas, prior to lier husband'a
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