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PIVOT-I3ATTLES IN LIFE.

Jly 11ev. Tlîeotiore L. Cuyler.

The lîistory of the worid lias ofteu turîted
on a fdwv decisive batties. Hud they resiulted
diiferently, sonie great currents of aiistory
would have beau unc.lrely eliang-ed. On the
fielud of ,%lurutiioii, for exaniple Greec was
saved froin the lied o! i'lersiau despotisîii;,
ani thie victory o! the Christian forces itt Le-
patito saved Easteru Europe Ironi the Do-
iiiion o! Ilami. The battle of Nkareiigo

lîcdthe Ixuplerliîl crowiî on ýNIIpoleoxî's
brow; Waterloo swept it off, and sent the
gigaîîtie desolator to the desolation o! bis
prison-rock o! St. Helena. The Aiineritan
Revolutioti turnied on tlie pivot of the liglit
ut Saratoga; and the struggio for Union and
Einicipationl turned on1 the pivot of that
fierco encounter at the l"bloody angle" un
the fid o! Gettysburg.

Everyone is likely to have one or more de-
ecisive moral batties in lire. A *'Yos" or a

*N"lias cost înany a nian biis fortun.e, or
lus cluaracter, lis lire or bis soul. If Dantiol
liad said '"yes5 to the tenaptations in the
royal palace, and atterwards to the tbreats
outside o! the palace, ive nover slîould have
board of Daniel. Wo ail nxay have our blar-
*ugos or our Waterloos wiaeroe wi or loso
the crown o! Christian cliaracter. When
sucli decisive confliets corne on, there are a
feow simple rules o! our nmoral warfare to bo
renieaîhered and practîsed. Hero are sonie or
thoin :

1. *Nover change your position lu the face
of an eneuiy. This pollcy was fatal to the
flussians at Austerlitz; it bas cost many a
,disgraceful defeat in spiritual w-arfare.

2. No\'ver place on guiard a doubtful pria-
ciple. Your sentinel, wIll surely betray you.

3. «Nover abandon the higli ground of Rlglit
for the ]owlands and swaînps o! exîueiiency.
No nman was ever lest in a stralght road.

4. Get your spiritual armour frointhVe
Word o! God, and put on tie whole armour.Âbab was wounded through the joints o! lits
harness. No17ver yil!d an inch to Satan's
inost plausible temptations. It 15 lbard to
recover a force tliat bas begun to retreat.

Z). Do miot rnind blows in the face wl:eth-
or lu the !orm, o! ridicule or o! open opposi-
ition. Many an one bas been eneered out o!
bis sauFs snlvation. Brave people are struck
ln the face; cowards are xvounded ln the
back.

6. Whetlier wounded by foes. or ileserteil
by false friends, nover surrender! It is snfl
that towards the close o! the long blonidy
fight nt Waterloo, when the srnrreil remuannt
of the Tînnorial guiard wvero sunmîned ta lay
down tîteir arms. they shouted, "The Old
Guard can die. buit they nover qiirrender.11
The Great Cntain of our salvation could dbe
for lis. but Rie nover deserts uis. "Bo thita
faitlful tinto deatît, andi i will give tlîce n1
cr<,wn <of 1i11 flRenber tliat It la onîlr
tiiose %vho endure ta the enci wbo are saved.

If tie mioral biographies o! nîiost personts
could bo carefully scatîîîed, it would bo rounîd
thut tlîeir destiiiies have ofteui tîîriîed on cei--
tain pivot-occusionis ln lire. l)etislis lîîaù.e
la a few moments have relictîed izîto eteriit..
The youiig ruler docided in a few iniautesý tu
rejeet Christ; Bartineus seizod the one pivot-
opportunity o! lils lire and %vas licaicd. Johnt
13. Gotigh's whole carcor as the prince ol
(Miristian advocate.; o! teîiiperaace turned on
lis decision to take the total ubstinietice
îîledge on a certain eveninig iii Worcester. It
wvas under the falthful pleadiîîgs of Harhiiî
Page-at a street corner on a. cold wiîitri
iiglit-tiat young Edwin P. Hatiield decid-
ed for Christ; tluat wvas the startuîg point ut
ane of the miost fruitful ininiistries. N'ew York
lias ever seen.

Some wbo are readiug this article nay be
seriously thlakhing about this mnost mioniemi-
tous of aIl questions-Shaill I gîve niysel! te
Christ? My Irlead vou bave the power of
chuolco. Docide nowv! It wvill ho liarder to (Io
it to-morrow, and o! the naorrow you are
not sure. Von e,%pect to ho savedl; and yet
your soul r<uay be lost tlîrougu procrastina-
est hour wvith conscience, and wlvth Christ.
Ask Hlm to let you !o]low lmii, and to give
you strength and courage to talce tlîo first
stops. What thîon doest do quicl<ly!

Heavon or bell may bang on the pivot o!
the decision you are now maklîîg. Shall thils
battle end ln victorv or rulii?

LOGICAL ABSUIIDITY.

We have heard pole eay, again and again
that God will lie zuerciful; at the very last
hae will say, "'Ali, ivoil, you have Hived a bad
li!e, I knowv, but I ivill forgive you, you îizîy
go Into heaven."1

Ro wbo could speak so is i ni oral. île
who could talk so 15 not to be trusted.

Thoro ls notblng so false in reasoning, so
absurd la logic, so corrupt !n nuorals, as va-
phd sentîiental talk o! that kInd.

What thon does God propose to do? Ile
proposes this: "Do yoai feel the sinfiulneosa 0!
sin?" Tos. 'Do you renounce aIl hope of
saving yoiursolt?"e Vos. ""Do you know wvliat
sinu is as sin? Not merely as a social ni.
tentce, not merely as a national or social
crime, but sin as sin; and do youi hate It as
oucli?" 1 do. Thon God says, Tal<e ail tuie
graco you neoci; the cross Is the sunswer te
the pain o! yolur conviction, and atoîcuicut
nmade liv ry son Is the wny. anti the onlY
,way, iie., the infînitely sufficiont way. tn
pardon. to purity, andi ta peace!--Toe,%ph
Parker.

eaukv~ln veryoue. If you can"int,
titn sve-ik no il1. Silence bore ls odn
Tiis9 doosq ilot mnn tlîat no critirisaus -are-
pormîissible, buit nover say o! others wint
yon would not bo wlhling to say to tiioni or
In titeir pre.9once.-Ex.
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