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man, and left Pasteur, the great scientist Ivith' the simple faitti of
a Breton peasant.

In dealing îvith this great genjius of modern literature, it is
impossible to give on these pages more tian a superficial study to
bis works and to outlne a few salient points in connection there-
wvith, because ail of themn teexu wvith brilliant passages, w'liich eould
only be the produet of a mind eonseerated to the deep study of
human problenis and thieir solution. The reader is taken whirling
dow- a streain of apparently conflicting thoughit that bubbles -%vith
-%it and humour, throughi maelstromns of paradoxical statements,
only to emierge upon the cali sea of certainty-certainty such as
Chesterton's phulosophy alotie catii establishi in the mind.

lus first important productions were "The *Wild ICnighit,"
"The Defendacnt" and "«Greybeards at Ply"extraets froin which
appear te reveal an agnosticisin whichi pervaded Chesterton% 's md.
in bis early days of faine. Afterwards close association with Belloe
promoted that sturdy defence of Catholic doctrine whichi peri eate
ail of lus later w'orks, notably "Orthiodo.xy" (1908). Titis book
may wvell be ternmed bis inasterpiece, by the faet that it is -%vritteil
in answer to a challenge froin an independent frec-thinker lu Enig-
land, for a statement of lus (Chiesterton's) faith. In 1905 Chester-
ton lîad w'ritten a book, entitled "fIleretics," which attackedl înod-
ernity and branded it as a false philosoplty. The w'hiole essence of
the work is sutumeci up in the followving typical Chestertonian par-
able frotn one of its pages:

"Suppose that a great commotion arises iin the street about
sotnething, say a lanhp-post, w'hich mnany influential persons
desire te pull clown. A grey-clad rnonk, wuho is the spirit of
the M-iddle.Ages, is approached upoti the inatter and beins to
say it the arid maiuner of the Schoolîneit, "Let us, first of ail,
consider, niy bretiters, the value of Ligltt. If Lighit bc i itself
good-' At this point lic is somnewhat excusably kxtoee dow'î.
Ail the people inake a rush for the lzunp-post. The lamip-post
is dow'n in teu inuites and they go about congtatnlating each
other on their iinmiedieval l)racticahity. Dit as thiuîxgs go on1,
they do net wev.rk ont se easily. Somne people have pulled the
laînp-post do-wn because tltey wanted flie electrie lighlt-soi
because they watdold iroii; somne because they wantcd d1ark-
ness because thecir decds were evil. Sonie tholight it uvas net
eîtoughi of a laxnp-post, sente tee mnueh. Soute aeled because
they wvanted te smiash municipal mnachixtery; somne hecause they
wanted te smnash soniething. And titere is war ln tlue nighit,
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