
218 THE RAILWAY AND SHIPPING WORLD.

the sobriety & versatility of our workmen, &
in the fact that we could get the very best men
for wages considerably Iess than are being
paid to platers, rivetters, &c., in the British
yards, where it is îlot uncommnon for men to
earn 15s. to 25s. a day.

The question was oten asked whether a
very expensive plant was tiot required to build
steel ships. Much, of course, depended upon
the size, & cliaracter of the ships to be built.
For battie ships & fast Atlantic liners a very
large & very expensive outfit was certainly
wanted, but to build cargo vessels Of 500 to
2,000 tons capacity, which was as much as
wvas within our reach at the moment, a very
miode.,t plant was needed. lndeed, the plant
of a shipbuilding yard is a very elastic thing,
& the departmient in which we ind ourselves
weakest is the engine & bolIer departmnent.
We cati build bigger ships at this moment
than we cati machinery to run themi.

There is no difficulty whatever about nia-
terial. We can purchase our angles & plates
either in Britain or the U. S., & lay them down
in our yards practically at the saine price as
the Belfast shipbuilders buy theirs. t is a
mistake to suppose that the steel is such a
large factor in the cost of a ship. In a steel
vessel of i8o tonts register built by his firmn he
had made a calculation & found that the angles
& plates cost less than ioY0 of the whole ship.

t would be wvell if these materials could be
muanufactured at hand, but so far as the ship-
builder was concerned it was of little cotise-
quence where they were made, so long as he
got themi cheap enough. There was no
trouble whatever about angles & plates. The
other materials, such as forgings, castings,
brassware, canvas, &c., gave himi more con-
cern, as there was a heavy import tax upon
them. This import tax was the chWef hindrance
to the advancement of shipbuilding, & some
means should be adopted by the Governnîent
to relieve the shipbuilder froni such a handi-
cap. There wvas not an ounce of protection
given to ships built in the country. t was
well known that ships built in Britain were
admitted into Canada free of duty, consequent-
ly it was not asking any special advantage
fromt the Government to ask them to make
the materials composing ships at any rate as
free as the ships themselves. When this mat-
ter was properly represented to the Goveru-
ment they would doubtless remedy t his anom-
aly in the tariff. But the main thing required
toadvance shipbuilding interests ini these Pro-
vinces was to restore the interest of the mer-
cantile class in the shipping trade which had
been the glory of these Provinces in past years.
When the people became aroused to the loss
we had sustained by our apathy towards this
great business wc would sec scores of ship
yards established in these Provinces.

In conclusion Mr. Carmichacl moved: 1"This
Board recognizes that the business of wooden
ship-building, which, 20 years ago, wvas a
flourishing industry in the Maritime Provinces,
has become practically extinct. t is of opinion
that no insuperable obstacle to the construc-
tion of steel shipbuilding exists, but en the
contrary it is a business peculiarly suiited to
the genius of our people. The Board, there-
fore, urges the importance of this natter upon
the attention of ail persons interested in the
development of the resources of the Provinces,
& that the Goverument be requested to re-
move any hindrances now in the way of the
prosecution of iron shipbutilding in the Mari-
time Provinces."

GEo. RoBERTSON, St. John, N.B.,!ïeconded
the resolution. He recognized that the men
who had engaged in wooden shipbuilding
were well-adapted tor iron shipbuilding. He
believed there was as cheap labor here as on
the Clyde. He referred to the growth of Bel-
fast as dute largely to her iron shipbuilding
industry, & he thought the (iovernment mnight
do for the iron & steel shipbuilding industry
what it is at present doing for other industries.

If anything in the tariff vas ant obstacle, they
should ask the Government ho ameliorate that
condition.

HARVEY GRAHAM, New Glasgow, N.S.,
followed, emiphasizing the fact that steel ship-
building cannot be successfully carried on in
Nova Scotia tilI aIl the maherial is mnade ini this
country, & it cannot be made without a pro-
tective duty. That is wvhere we are, but there
is a way out of it. Let there be a bonus to
the shiphuilder, as there is a bonus to the
butter maker or others who have such an
inducement to develop business. The great
difficulty is not in putting the materials
together, but in the engineering department
for tîhe manufacture of articles required. He
showed how greatly beneficial to the country
would bc the establishment of such an indus-
try as steel shipfbuilding to Nova Scotia.

G. J. TROOP, Halifax, thought this iron
shipbuilding must be overcome by indiv'idual
enterprise-all agreed that it would be a grand
boon for the country. The dificulty of' cost
of construction must be overcome. To make
a Complete success of iron shipbuiilding in the
Maritime Provinces, the firmi which starts the
enterprise must be able to build as cheaply as
firms in Scotland build. Parties wvho want
trou ships built will go where they cati get
them constructed the cheapest. He wvas ini
favor of starting this enterprise, but to be
practical, it must be shown how cheaply, com-
paratively, iron ships can be built in these Pro-
vinces. If the Government is ini any way
hampering this industry, the Board should try
to have the obstacles remnoved.

The resolution was unanimously adopted.

In this connection it will be of interest to
reproduce the remarks of Ex-Mayor Geo.
Robertson, of St. John, N.B., on this subject
in a report he recently presented to the City
council there on a visit he paid to England
this year in connection with matters relating
to that port. He said:-'A w'ord or two with
respect to iron shipbutilding. After having
been shown through one of the noted yards
on the Clyde, & having seen the scientific
skill, the machinery capable of doing almost
every part of the work, the vast army of
mnechanics & skilled artisans employed build-
ing vessels for the Britishi navy, for the navies
of the world, you may say, & for the mercan-
tile fleets of the world, why should not the
ciizens of St. John give serious thought to
the possibility of her citizens taking up this
greiat industry & prosecuting it with success ?
Lt is along the hune of the past history of our
city & the genius of our people. We have the
coal & the iron & the need for ships (the ever-
increasing ocean commerce of the world can
only be carried by iron steainships now & in
the future>. Lt is not a mere day dream, it is
not an impossibility, it is not somrething that
we cannot hope to attain because we have
neither the material, resources or the naine;
but it is well within the legitimate hope & as-
pirations of our people, & it only requires a
beginîing-a beginning nmade by determined
men, meni of enterprise & pluck, to make iron
slîipbuilding in the port of St. John a success,
& doubtless the resuilts in tinie, aye, niaybe
ini a very short time, wvould not be less
than the results that have already accrued on
the Clyde & in Belfast & at other great cen-
tres of the iron shipbuildîng inclustry in Great
Briýain."

At a recent meeting of the Maritime Elec-
trical Association at Halifax, F. A. Hamilton
read a paper on electric gong buoys, audible
vs. visual signais. The idea formulated was
briefiy as follows : To connect by means of a
subînarine cable a system of buoys fitted with
jowerful electric gongs. The buoys to be
placed ini the omfng ini sîch positionth lat ves-
sels could, without risk, ruji to leeward of'
them & consequcntly corne within range oif the
gong signaIs.

The Baitic Insurance Case.

On Jan. 2, 1897, the Great Nortlieru Tran-
sit Co., of Collinig%,ood, coinnmenced action ini
the li.gh Court of justice for Ontario against
t he compatiies mentioned below, clainîing
payment for less by tire to the S. S. Baltic
which wvas covered by ire policies in each of
the companies, anîd which was destroyed by
lire Sep- 5, 1896, while lving at the town
dock in Collinigwood liarbor. The Insur-
ance wvas as follows: Commîercial Union,
$2, 500; Alliance, $2,500; London Assurance,
$2,500 ;Atlas, $ î,ooo; Waerlo Mutual,
$1,500o; National of Ireland, $ ,500 ; Key-
stone, S2,000.

Eaclî of the policies contained the follow-
in- descriptiotn printed on a small slip ah-
tached to the body of the policy -"On the
bull of the S. S. Baltic, including engines,
boliers, etc., etc., on board said steamer
whilst running on the inlaîîd lakes, rivers &
canais, during the season of navigation. To
be laid up ini a place of safety during win-
ter months from anv extra hazardous build-
ing. Ordinary outfit te, be allowed lu winter
& spring."

The Baltic, at the time the insurances wvere
effected, was laid up at the town whiarf lu Col-
lingwocd, & had not been in commission since
the close of 1893, i.e. during the currency of
any of the policies. The insurance companies
claimced that they were not aware of the fact
that the steamer was not lu cemmission. The
insurance -,vas effected tlîrouglî a broker, &
no applications wvere made to the coîîîpaîîies.
The case was trîed before Chief justice
Arînour wvith a jury, at Toronto, Sep. 23 &
24, 1897. The only questions submnitted to the
jury were as to the value of the boat & of the
salvage. The defendants moved for a nion-
suit on the ground that the policies neyer at-
tached, owing to the fact that the Baltic wvas
not lu commlissioni & did net therefore corne
within the definition of the risk " whilst run-
ning,"' &c., contained lu the pojicies. The
Cliief justice, however, directed judgment to
be entered for the plaintiff, holding that the
word -"inland " was the emphatic word, & that
the proper mneaning to bc given to the whole
clause wvas that it distinguished inland from
ocean insurance.

The cases wvere carried by the defendants
te the Court of Appeal, which gave judgnient
Oct. 4, instant. The court Of 4 judges wvas
evetilv divided & the judgment of Chief
Justice Ariniur therefore stands, the appeal
being dismissed with costs. Burton, C. J. O.,
& Osier, J. A., agreed with the contention of
the defendants & lîcld tlîat the words "whilst
ruuuing"- iîean "inl commuission " & that
they forni part of the definition of the risk &
forni a condition precedeut, so that they were
of opinion that lu this case the policies had
neyer athached. Maclennan & Mess, J.J.A.,
held tliat the policies Nvere tinie policies in
force for one yecar & that as it was obv'ious &
admitted by the defeudants that a strictly lit-
erai ieaniugr could not be gvnte the words

whilst running"I that they should net be held
to forni part of the description of the risk lu
the manner laid down by' the two other judges.
They held further that if the %vords " %hiist
runig"Il nust hbc cnsidered te censtitute a
condition, that sucli a conditionti nust be held
to be void as not being iudicated on the poiicy
as an addition or variation to the statutory
conîditionîs in the nianuer required by the
Ontario Lsurance Act R. S. O., 1897, cap).
203.

The aiouuit iuvolved lu each individual case
is tiot sufficient to entitle the defendants te --o
dircct te the Privy Ceuincil, but it is appareîîhly
probable that they vill carry an appeal te the
Supreine Court of Canada. McCartliv, Osier,
L loskiîî & Crecinian ached for-t lie Great
Nort hemn Tranisit Ce., & Beatty &('eC. repre-
sented the insurance conipanies.
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