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Plastor ablepe
Wvntten for Vn,IfAA l'Z<SIVTflRIArt.

StJBAUSSIOIV.

(Adres'cd ta Chritian Lidy wvho had lost her ftuber.
un, " refused £0 hi conforted:'>

M~y child, 1 chiche thet fnt.
'WVhy sl. ld I blame the brooklet's gurgling1iw
Or 'en the lifting vapors as ahey go,
The pale moon's tides (or ebbing down se low.
Or stars that scattered, shîne nt in a row?

Thas shah neire ny lot.
l'd rather shaie thy Ions.

In the igh noon ai £hy .homestic lie.
Thy faher bath sunk ie .. n in years fulliiiiae.
And paaed away (rom wothdly scencsa nd

strif,
Letavinç, is toved anes, children, cburch and

wite.
To thee haw great the cross 1
Shraht thou net cry with pain ?

tVhen Jesus in 1lis agony did gron
Moai, Elol, Lanta. Sa6achtai ;

,,y 'Fatîrer, why hast Thou left me sa ta ae
Ye,, alou mayest an thy deep grief thus moan

"Would lit e e back agaia 1"
This is the path ta God:

Sorrow and pain ta Jesus bring us ncan,
Cotmp,.anonship with Hemt in griefmoakes clean
T' licaven cornes ta us only by the bien.

Jcýus cyiag. thy soie sait heatt dotir chuct.
Thou cansa, aben bless the rod.

Wrtien for Tia sCANAD)A PitasnyrurtÀN.

NOR1'I1 A FR'ICll-- Il.

13Y J. .

The study ai Noth Afica possesses
ranch interest ta tht havers oi history ; t
bas pnoved a great starehoust for sclcetfir-
exploration ; and potions ai it dlaim tht
attention ai tht tannent student ai God's
word, bearing, as anc bas said, ia spcaking
ai Egype, 'l over-whelrning thaugh involunt-
amy tstimony ta thbc daims of Scipture."

In tbis paper we cannai dwell on
tht ancient hlnîomy ai North Africa,
neithtr can we say aaytblng ai tht wnndcr-
fui sclentific discoveries made there durlng
recent yers. We are ta look net le (rani a
missionary stand-point, and the questions
wbich risc befont us are : Wbat ai tht
people who now live in this land ? What is
thelr number ? What their religion ? Do
they need tht gospel ? What is being dont
ta gîve it ta then ?

Ia North Afrîca we wlll include ail tht
country, froni tht Mediteranean ta tht
soutbern boundaies of the Soudan and
Abyssinia.

This enibraces nearly hait the aea ai
tht coatinent, and about tht sanie propor-
tion of its population.

We find many diffeeat classes among
tht population. Tht Arabs and Moons are
iound evenywhere. They are ail hMohan-
medans and speair tht Anabir language.
Tht Berbers, wbo are said ta be tht abori-
gines ai North Aiica, and wbo aumbcr
about 3,000,000, are found in tht countnies
bordtring on tht Meditenranean tram
?IMorocco ta Eg(Ypt.

Baldwin, in bis " Pithistomic Nations,"
giveb us tht supposition that these Berbems
are tht desce-ndants of tht arâcient Arabian
Cushites. TI, e Aabian Cunhites, he bolds,
were a grra; nation, wba had isen toaa
high deprec of civilizatian, long befone
Abnabam's tine. They cnsscd over and
tstablished colonies on tht tant coast ai
Africa, and ail chmugh Nanthema Atica, and
ainong thein descendants, are these Berbems.
1 cannat vouch fan thetrtuth or eror ai this
supposition, but le nathen pleased mne, it
seenitd ta cItar up coniderable mystety
about many ofithe natives of Central Aiica
as well an tht Bembers. Tht minsionaries,
laboring axnong the tribes, speak af theni
as a verv intereting peophe, finely rande
pbysically,and posscssing good intellectual
powers. Tbcy torm a urai population, are
industniaus, carry on soie manufactures in
cnaise woolen goods, wonk some in minerais
culivate the soi], and nupply tee owns witb
farm praduce.They bave saine cuntams
wich may be tnaced bacir ta those tnnly
days wbtn Christianity bad gained many
adhements la this lad. They tatoa a cras
an the torehead or hand, and anc little boy,

when nsled what this meant, just aswtred,
IlJesus." At preent thcy are ail Mohani-
medans, except where converts have been
madeo ta Chnlstlanlty. Very encouraging
reports come t tram the oissionatits wotk-
ing arnng thcm. Tht next class are tht
fledouins ai the descrt. They number sanie
where about 2,ooo,ooa. As far an 1 know
noa saciety bas as Vet taken up wark amongst
tbem. Another class are tht Capes ai
Egype. They aumber about 150,c00 They
claim ta be the descendants ai tht ancient
Egyptiaas. Thty arc Christians, hohd the
same fonm ai religion as the national church
ai Abyssinla of which we will sptak furiher
on. In tht Soudan tbere are numeraus
tribes. It is sald that alneady ont hundred
different languages or dilects have been
catalogued.

la tht tastern Soudan (anatical NMohain-
ritedanism prevailin Ia the western Sou-
dan thene are sel many tribes in a state ai
beathcn:sm.

Many Jews are ta be found thnoughout
North Africa, and in the principal cities and
towns Eunopcans ai every nationaitty.

We have, as le were, taken a brds.eye-
view af the différeat classes af people ta
be fond in thîn land. Tht next question
ariting is: what in thene religion ? There
are flrte classes of relgious belief in North
Africa. Mahammiedaninni, Coptic Chris-
tiaaity, and Hcatheninm. Mohammcdaaism
bas held sway home for aver ane thousand
years, what han ii dont for the country, or
its peopte ? Noet oaiy han Christoaaty been
shut out during these long centuries, but its
doors have been closed agarnt tht entrance
ai the arts and sciences, or Iearning ai aay
kind, which mlght tend ta tht upbuiling
and enfiRhtering ai the people.

Cruel oppression aad hardship have
broughe eherri down ta a very low levcl ai
morality and spiritual lite. Their spirits
bave been broken and patriotism and am-
bition have became things ai the past. An
officer la tht British Army, speaking ai the
felînhin ai Egypt, says :" They are se
abject, they will bow before the cut ai tht
cruel Rhorbash without a murmur." VJelh
we knout abat, if re wenc possible, ehent
Arab Mohammedans would gladly shut the
doors ai Africa firantht entrance ai
Eunoptans. Even iow, can we wonder at
their bastility, whea it is evident that the
opening up af Africa and its occupation by
Eunopa pawcrs, munt, la tht end, rnom
and put a stop ta their nefarions rafflc ia
buman beings. Ont wniîer sentes that
la North Afrca where Mohammedaninni
han been se long tht sole reliion, tht
populatioa 15 lens than it was a thousand
years aga. And that ia face ofithe tact that
during a haîf century af French ule in
Aigeria, the population has been increasin?
at tht rate ai a huadred thousand a ytan,
simply becaune there han been a 6iri
goverment under wich the righbs ai pro-
perty and lite were respected." What bas
Mohammedaninni dont for North Afnica
during these centuries ? The population han
become less, and evidences ai ignorance,
wretchedaens and povcrty arc evemy whcre,
ta be seen. Politically, caninerclally, social-
ly and spiritually tht country bas declincd
and fallen ta a vcry low condition.

IMoaanmedanisr," anc han said,
«swtepn away idols and abridges superstt-

tien ; but it lcaves man without any gospel
ai redempelon, without any atonement be-
fore God, and without any cItar account ai
tht way whereby the sinful obtain grade. It
aiso doonis privatlfc ta tht niscits ai
polygamy, and leasc woman la a position
ai contempe." Ont litt Mohammedan
girl said she had found the difference
between Christ and Mahomiet, IlObnîse laved
litte girls ; Mahomet did nat love littît irfls."
Nu, Mahomet dld net lave little girls. Tht
advent ai a litee girl inea a Mobamniedan
home is flot lonked upon as any cause for
jov. As the littie anes grow np, they know
scarcely anyehing ai tht freedai and happy-
beatedncss ai girlbood days, in Christian
lands. Their lives are shut in. Ont lady,
who visited Caire, snid she could flot but

pity the Mostern womcn. « 'They have bat.
riers ln front af their windows lest any rnight
look ln,. barriers la front af thcr n lathe
masques, barriers ln front af Choir faces if
they appear on the street, barriers which
hinder theni (ram ever knowing aught ai the
great world lying outside of their awn home
circles, or ever enjoyiag ta the full the won-
derfaîl works ot nature ait about then."1
We munttflot forget, it ls Christianity, and
net Mobamniedanasm, that as ralsang these
women and trying ta lighten, ta some extent,
tht dult ualactresting round ai their sccluded
lives. Just here 1 wili gîve a thought, forcign
te my subject, perhaps. Out of curiosity 1 was
lately led taread tht autobiography aiMrs.
Annle Besant,-and thinir she and others like
ber have forgottea that it is anly owing ta
the Bible and ta Christlanity that they have
tht priviiege af obtalning such an education
as fits them, ta take aay prominent part ia
literary lite. Terrible, it seems ta me, that
the advantages thus grantcd thcm sbould be
used against Chat very Bible, their bent iricnd.

Coptic Christianity is another (orm ai
religiaus belici fouad ia Egypt and Abyssinia.
Cbistianity was introduced inta these lands
very early la tht Christian ena. For several
centuries, many ai the niast prorninent mea
ai tht early Christian Churcb, belonged ta
North Africa. Wc are told that tht Hbrtw
Scriptures werc flrst translated into Greek
at Alexandria ; and it was hene the Bible
was first translated int Latin.

The Mohammedan invasion in the
sevcnth century alrnost annihllated these
churches. Tht Mahammedaus have never
been able ta conquer Abyssiia, and la the
national Church ai Abyssinia we have the
remains af this ancient Christian Church.

But tht pecople no longer hold the funda-
mental truths ai the gospel in their purity,
or obey its prcccpts in their lives. Many
special days art kept, and there are endless
forras and ceremonien, but ittie truc spiritu-
aI life. Morality is low and bbe people, ex-
cept tht fcw, are uneducated. Tht Bible
was traaslatcd ivto the ancient language af
Abyssinia in the fouth or fifth century.
Though this hanguage is no langer spoken,
this is tht translation still uscd in the Coptic
churches. Missionarles tell us Chat, la many
cases, these Coptic Christians, espectally
the priests, show a greater antagonism ta
the gospel messageCthan many ai tht
Mosierns.

0f the superstitions af heathenlsm found
la tht Western Sondan we will ot say any-
thlng hene ; 1 have already given sorne idea
ai the condition ai the people lan My former
paper. Suffice ta say we are assured that
North Africa needs the gospel.

(Tû bc coniw-ed.)

WVritten 10r MIRa CANADA PR]ESBYTERZAN.

DO YOU LOVE THlE LORD JE>SUS
CHRIST'

BY ANN~A ROSS.

Dear Young people it Ispou arn special-
ly ater. Witt yon read over the followlng
verses, and let vour hcart go Out in the ne-
spones, aad jast sec if yan can help ioving
Hlm who bas lovcd vou as nobody tIse ever
loved Vou, and wha nits clothcd with zeai
and power, flot only Co save you at last, but
ta maire yon valiant soldiers in fias army
ail Vour lite long. Wi you rend theni aven
and try?

'lLookc unto hMe."

Yen, Lcrd, 1 arn hookag, ta scecwhat 1
can set.

Ye koow the grade ai aur Laid Jesus
Christ, that tbotugh Ht was rich, yet ior
your sakes Ht becanie paon, hat yce hnough
Rils povertyy-night bc rich.-Il. Car. viii. 9.

Yen, Lord, but is chat reahly rut?? le is
truct; 1 know it is truc, then surely 1 should
bc doiag sonething ini retuma.

IILookc unta Me."
Yes, Lord, I arn Iokiag.
IlHt bath.made Hlm ta bcesnafor ns,

who knew na sn; hat we might bo mnde
the rlghteousness ai God in Hir."-II. Car.
V. 21.

Hie was made "lsna" for mne-neal rsin-

that 1 might bc made 'lrighteausncss,- pet.
iect rigbteousness. It stems almest jD
gond ta be true, but is true. I know itl h
truc for il is written and slgncd and sealea
Lord, is there anything I can do la retors ij

ILuok unto Mec."
Yes, Lard, 1 ama loaking.
IlHe was waunded for aur trausgres.

sions. He -ias brulsed for aur iniquitie,
the chas,'.,ement af aut pence was upoi
Hlm, and with His stripes we are healcd:
-Isa. liii. 5.

Il e was wounded for my transgres
sion. Hc was bruised (or Pny> iniquities,'
Lard, iny Lord, what wilt thaoî bave me t,
do?

Look unto Me."
Yen, Lord, 1 arn laaklng.
Il He poured out bis saut unto deatb,'

"that fie by the grace af God should tau(,
death for evcry man," Iland deliver thez
who, through fear af death were ail thei
life-tme subject ta bandage.'l

"gBe paured out His soul unta deathl
for me, ta deliver me, flot anly tram deatIý
but from the very (car of it ail my lire long.
Lord, my Lord, what liant thou for ine té
do ?

Look unto Me."
Yes, Lard, 1 arn looking.
"Who was delivered far out ofacuct

and raisedl again for aur justification."-
Rom. iv. 25.

My surety bas gant up Iato Heaven, aû:'
flow sits at God's right band, a clear receig
that rny debt for which He stand is ail aný
farever paid. Lord, my Lord, vh at do j
owe ther, now ?

Wcre the whole realmn of nature mine-
Tbat were a preserit far £00 small-

Lave so aoeazing, so divine,
Deniands rny soul, my hIe rmy ail.

IlLook unto Me."
Yes, Lord, 1 amn toking.
"Ile is able ta save thera ta the uttez.

most that corne unto God by Him, sei
Hie ever liveth ta maire intercession for
tber.-Hfeb. vii. 25.

Lord, rny living Redeemer and Ad%~
cate, save me, flot only from the uttermost,
but ta the utternîost, that 1 may be a wbo.j
Christian, flot a half-and-hal[ one.

IlLook unto Me."
Yes, Lord, I arn looking.
IlNevcrtheless, 1 tell you the trutb. fi

is expedient for yau that 1 go away, for if 1
go flot away, the Comforter wilI anot corti
ta vont but if 1 depart, I wull scnd Hiai unta
vou." "'Ht wlll reprove Vau of sin, ci
rightcousness and ai judgmcnt." Ilfit ont
guide you unto ail truths.'< He "helpeti
your infirmities." Ht "'wilt put His tais
into your mind and write them ni ay=
heart."

Do il, Lord, do as thou hast sald, and a
shall be donc, for thau kaowest 1 have mn
power at ail ta live the lufe af a Christian. MJ
as thou hast said and send me the Comfortei
ana "put Thp laws into niy mmnd and writt
thera in my heart," chat IlThy will mnay le
donc inme asiti s dnet*n Heaven." Ameg.
-John xvi 7, 8.,13 ; Ranm. Viii. 26 ; Heh
viii. Io.

Dear voung rcaders, if, in gaing 0Wa

the above words, yau have rect.ived Chnr,
as a Wituess worthy ta bc bcieved, Wn
yielded Voursclf ta Hlmz as a Leader ail
Commander who bas the decpest right te

yourself and your service, thec surely, cvu
aow, there is bctwcen yon and your God a
covenant, "lan everlasting covenant, cru
the sure mercies of -David," Dan't tlx
afiald ta taire hold af that, for Christ Hrtf
sel! is tht covenant.

Cilnton, Ont., Mar. 11, 1895.

James A. Fraude: That whlch natabi>
distinguishcs a high order af man (rom a
low order aofnman, tbat which cansttittes
bath hunian goodness ana greatness, is n
the degret ai intelligence with which mez
pursue their own advantagc, but it is dWs
regard of personal pleasure, indulgencý
gain, prescrnt or remote, because sanie otht
lime ai condtjct is mort dlrecîly rlght.


