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If there is a country on this planet
with two millions of people that ean take
as many honours at the World's Fair as
Onturio has taken, we should like to
hear sowmebody name ijt.

The directors ol the Chicago Exposi-
tion opened the gates on Sabbath to make
money. ‘L'hey are losing heavily on the
operation. 'he Gouvernment oir Canada
tax jncoming Chinamen to make votes
on the Pacific Coast. A few more out-
rages like that perpetrated on Dr. George
Leslie McKay will most assuredly re-
sult in the loss of votes. ** The best laid
schemes,” ete.

Judging from the reports of the annual
fairs—and our exchanges are loaded with
that Kind of literature—the farmers of
Ontario seem as able to get up as good
a show as they ever were. Wheat is low
in price, but most of the Fall Fairs are
vuite up to the mark. “There is distinct
improvement in some lines. Nobody on
the fair grounds seems to be afilicted
with hard times. That is a gratifying
fact. Let nobody speak of hard times
when the pew rent is due, or a contribu-

tion is wanted for the schemes of the
Chureh.

Gladstone should stop writing on theo-
logical topies and give the world a few
suggestive articies on how to keep young
at eighty-four.
marvel in many ways; but there is no.
thing about him half so marvellous as
his sprightliness. In his racy deserip-
tion of the third reading of the Home

Rule Bill, given in the Globe the other-

day, Mr. Buckingham says the only vis-
ible defect in the Grand Old Man's powers
is his dullness in nearing. Otherwise he
sedmed more jaunty at one o’clock in
the morning than most of the youthful
members sitting around him.

Some of the dignitaries engaged the
other week in uniting the diiferent parts
of Canadian Episcopalianism into one
great Church, alluded occasionally te
'parts of the P'resbyterian system of gov-
ernment that they thought worked well
Our neighbours are guite welcome to bor-
row anything from us that they consid-
er useful, but they should be careful to
avoid the weak parts of our maclinery.
.For the most part our system is a good
one for us. In fact it is the only omne
possible for us now, but intelligent,
thoughtfui people working it cannot fail
to see one or two sad defects. Our long
vacancies and the spirit they engender

’

are the bane of Presbyterianism. Our
Lpiscopal neighbours, whatever they
borrow, should be careful to avoid the
causes of the long vacancies. kY

An effort is being made in the Estab-
lished Church in Engldnd to induce the
Kirk of Seotland to join hands with the
Establishment of Wales in opposing
disestablishment. It is very unlikely
that the Kirk will join any such alliance.
Whatever may be said in favour of a nat-
ionai church in Scotland, nothing can be
urged in support of the Establishment in
Wales. Less than one-fourth of the peo-
ple care anything about it, and the three-
fourths are determined that it must go.
The Kirk made a tremendous mistake a
year ago, when it went almost as a unit

The Grand Old Man is a
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against Gladstone. The Premier was
not anxious to raise the question of Scot-
tish disestablishment. Had the Kirk let
him alone the chances are he would have
lev the Kirk alone. The clergy forced
the rlighting, and now they are hkely
to have all the fighting they want. It
15 not  provable that they wxl'l make an-
other blunder by uniting their fortunes
with a Church that is already practi-
cally disestablished.

Ii the facts are as stated, there is
just one course ror the Government o
pursue n regard Lo ine coliect.ug or a
poli tax on Mrs. George Lesiie McKay,
at VYaucoaver. Tonaco course 5 (0 re-
1und tae B350, and give an awple and

lnmed.ate apology Lo vr. Mesay aor
the contemptibie outrage. No one ex-
pects S sonn Lhompson, or h.s  col-

icagues, o nave any sympatuy w.tl
I'resbyterian nussions, or any liking ‘1or
Prespytlterian mssionaries.  ut Presby-
terians, and all otner good c.tizens cer-
talnly do expect and demand tunat tau
Government  shall respect the law o1
tne land.  Mrs. McKay was clearly ex-
emptl lrom the odious law. The Govern-
ment nad no wore rignu to tax hec tha
1o tax ner husband, or her cnildren. 1'ne
ltaxug was o wanton v.olation ot the
letrer ol tne statute, as well aga gwoss
CUlrage on one of the most Lheroie seli-
sucerircing missionaries of this mission-
ary century. ‘I'he outrage is all the
more exasperating, because at the time
It was committed, Sir Joun 1Tnompsoun
aund several of his Cathol.ec colleagues,
were careering n triumpn througn one
ol the mosu t'resbyterian parts oi Ou-
tar:o.

There has just now come into our
hands o hittle pamphiet, to wiieh we
would draw our Cuurch's attention. 1t
15 entitied “gesolutions relating to the
oreign Mission work of the P’resbyter-
lan Churenr in Canada adopted by the
Leneral Assembly of 1893, with notes
by the Rev. R. r. Mackay, B.A., Secre.
tary of Foreign Missions.” 1t contains
outline of Northeru IFormosa, of
india, and of a part of Northern China,
stowimg our mission stations in these
countries.  Next it gives the names of
all our missions fields or stations, of all
our missionaries, with the date of
their appointment, when retired, where
they have done 80, or of the death of
those who have died. It also gives the
amount of  salary in some cases, we
could have wished to see it in all. Then
fullow  the resolutions, with helptul
notes by Mr. Maekay, whose position
gives the means to add much that is
interesting witn regard to our missions.
The whole gives in a condensed
what could only be got by much
in searching through lengthy reports,
and will be found useful by all our min-
isters and others who take an interest
in our foreign mission work.

niaps

form

Having seen from our exchanges that
the Rev. Principal Grant, of Queen’s Col-
lege. Kingston, was present at the Par-

liament.  of Religions held at Chi-
cago, a short time ago, in con-
nection with the great Exposition,

and had taken, as a Canadian representa-
tive, u prominent part in its proceedings,
the Lditor of the Canada Presbyteri-
an asked him to favour our readers with
his impressions of that altogether unique
gathering. The response, hearty and
prompt, was the |etter which appears
in this week’s issue and which, we are
sure, will furnish both'pleasure and profit
to our readers. ‘ Such an assemblage,”
as the writer says, “ could never before
have been held;” not only so, but we
shall greatly mistake if .it do not in fu-
ture be looked back upon and pointed to
as marking the beginning of a new era
in the social and religious history of our
race. Just as the Exposition of 1851
was the first, but has not been the last

of its kind, so this first gathering of men-

trom so many distant lands, representing
SO0 many different forms of beliet and
worship, ean hardly but be the precur-

.gations and mission stations

toil

sor of meetings of a similar kind which
will follow ; and if our Christian faith is
in all respects what we believe it to be,
it has nothing to fear from such contact.

According to the Blue Book there are
about one hundred ministers on the roll
of the Presbyterian Church in Canada,
who are either * Retired,” or * Without
charge,” or entered as ‘ Residing within
bounds.” Speaking roughly, about one-
ninth of the ministry of the Chureh are
without regular employment as ministers
of the gospel. A number of these are
too old or too feeble to work ; a few are
engaged in other vocations ; but the hard
fact remains that a large proportion of
them are doomed to enforced idleness by
the prevailing mania for young men.
Some of them can do as good all-round
work as they ever did. Some can preach
better than they ever preached. But the
burlescue that we call our system for

settling ministers, and the morbid elamor

for youthful pastors have laid them aside.
Can the Church afford to go on in this
way ? Some of us were taught in our
youth to respect grey hairs. We were
told that the Bible reguired us to hon-
our advaneing years. Was qur early ed-
ucation wrong, or can congregations do
in their corporate canaeity what would
be a wrong and a scandal for individuals
to do. We may plan and scheme and
talk as we please about this great
Church, but if the Chureh does not make
its voiee heard and its influence felt
against this growing evil, there is no fu-
ture for it that any good Presbyterian
can look forward to with hope. God's
laws cannot be over-ridden by the Yan-

" kee (lead line of fifty. '

Are committees, conveners of Ses-

sions, and other people who have the
making of preaching arrangements al-

together clear of blame, for the large
proportion of our ministers who are
without regular employment. Is it not

notorfous that some of them yield to
the growing clamour for young men,
without any show of resistance, if they
do not even pander to it. The worst
featurc of the case is, that the congre-
bonussed
for years by publie monmey, are among
the loudest shouters against any ap-
proach- to grey hairs. Did the funds
that have supported these stations and
supplemented congregations, during the
whole period of their existence, come ex-
clusb;elyt from young men? Were the
hundred “thousand ™~ dollars’ given Tast
year, for Home Missions, given by boys?
Nay, verily. Many a good old man, and
greyshaired old woman denied them-
selves to contribute to that fund. Are
the recipients to be encouraged in say-
ing, “We’'ll take money from people of
any age, but don’t you dare to send g
man here with one sign of advancing
years, or we’ll refuse to contribute.”
In the name of common honesty, we say,
let the people who speak in that way,
g0 and homour with 1 their presence .some
church that has no regard for decency:
They are not fit to be Presbyteriang.;
It is more than time that this subject
had a little light thrown upon it, and

Wwe propose to contribute a few ocea-
sional rays.

A COSTLY AND GHASTLY
TRAFFIC,

A valuable article appeared in our
last issue, by Thomas W. Casey, of Nap-
anee, on Ontario’s Drink Bill. A very
common argument used by those opposed
to prohibition, or to any effeetive and
thorough restriction of the drink tral-
fie, is the difficulty that would be felt
in supplying the deficit In the national
revenue, which would be thereby cre-
ated. This has always appeared to us
a specially weak and imdefensible argu-
ment. If the traffic is injurious to In-
dividual, and therefore to national well-
being, if it is fraught with evil and dan-
ger, and if it ean be shown, above all,
that it is morally wrong, then why
should a question of revenue be used to
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justify its continuance? f‘But it is shown
in the article referred td, that evers
dollar of revenue raised from the drink

traffic, costs more than one dollar in

hard cash to get it, in the cost

of jails, reformatories, the administra-

tion of justice, and in the support of &

crowd of officials of all kinds, whose €X-

istence, to some extent, and whose duties

almost wholly depend upon the drink

business of the country. It is oiten sald

that the most effectual way to reach a

man is through his poecket, and this

argument may legitimately and ought tO

be largely used by all interagted in the

coming vote of the people upon the ques-

tion of prohibition. Hundreds of clear-

headed, industrious, sober men, who have

no special Interest in temperance or pro-

habitation as a moral question, will lend

their assistance and vote for prohibition

it It ean be clearly shown them that

every year the drink traffic robs them

of a certain amount of their hard-won

earnings. The FProvineial Prison Re- -
ports last published, give the cost of

common jails, prisons, and reformatories

at $404,721 and the cost of the Admin-

istration of Justice, support of hospi-

tals, charities, asylums, and suech 1ikeé

made necessary largely by  drink,

amounts to $805,224, a total in these

two items of $1,209,945. This is a cost- -
ly trafiic for Ontario alone.

But if we ask what we get for
this great outlay, what return of profit,
benefit or blessing to any eclass, and
give the most favourable answer pos-
sible, it must be confessed that, consid
ering the worldly circumstances of vhose
who pay the largest share of chis bitly
it is a piece of the most unjustifiable
and astounding extravagance, to say the
least. But when we consider the ans-
wer to this question in its less favour-
able ight, which is also its true oné
then nothing less could account for the -
existence of this traffic, or its continu-
ance, than that those who support; it or
justify it, are smitten with a species of
moral insanity, which, if it were plysl-
cal, would warrant their being put iB
a4 place of confimement, both for thelr
own safety and that of others. Whab
do we really get for it? According 1O
the testimony of no less an author!ty
than the Premier of Ontario, support-
ed by that of judges, magistrates, and
those connected with the adminigtra"
tion of justice, supported also by the
reports of prisons, hospitals, and asy"
lums, we get three-lourths of all the

_boverty, crime, and wretchedness, that

exist in the country. This is a bald
way of stating the matter, and if W€
look into it, and analyze it into its ele-
ments of idleness, vice, danger to lif@
and property, and the morals of the
young growing up, the commereial and
moral ruin which it means, ay, and eter-
nal ruin, the imcalculable and unutter-
able misery in homes, to wives, and help-
less, innocent children, the legacy of dis
case and misery it imposes upon those
yet unborn, to curse society, then tru-
ly it s a ghastly trafiic, and no argd”
ment which is worthy of a moment’¥
serious consideration, no reason justifl-
able upon any pretence, can be given fof
its existence or continuange. Now that
the peopie are to have an opportuni'le’
that they have been invited by the legis™
lature and the Government to pronounc®
an opinion upon it, to say whether theY
want to have It continued or banished
from the country, let them speak with
no uncertain sound, with such a loud, ub”
animous, and commanding voice, as that
deadly traffic shall, at no distant da¥e
be banished from amongst us.

THE SUMMER SESSION.

In a late issue we reproduced from 2
Winnipeg paper a very full account Of
the summer session for theological study
held in Manitoba College. It must be
gratifying to the whole Church to knowW
from the testimony of Principal’. King
that this new and important ' depart-
are in our Church work, “has been 1O
many respects a marked success,”’ and
that it has thus justified the “spirit of

N



