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Zillah sprang ta bier fcet. She was clad in tht white robe
ai a prlicstess af Astarte. Ont who believed that Hirami had
entered tht estate af tht gads wold have declared that As-
tarte had berseli cntered tht persan afithîis woman. Hcr looak
was superbuman An uncarthly passion burned in lier eves.
Her whole tramie seeined ta glaw with the radiation ai lier
sotul as a lanterra globe with the light that is centrcd in, but
nat conaincd by, it. Her attitude, as she retreated a tew
seps ia the rear ai tht hîttte raom, was maiesty itselt. Her
jewellcd band held a dagger at hiem hreast. Sile prcssed lit
until the blood trickled beneith its gleaming edge, but, in thte
ccstacy ai ht.r mental mood, she ivas cvidently uncunsciatis oi
pain.

Tht man raised bais hancîs in entreaty against the intended
deed. Ht stepped tawards bier. She retreated fartber, and
sopped tais apprnach by the very spel a iher gesture as she
raised hier leit band and bade him stand. Ht tried tl) speak,
but she silcnced hina by bier wards ?

"lGo !tell tht priests that 1 aff.er nyseli tu niy Adranai
Hiram, wbosc spirit calîs me."

A look ai aganizing terrar came tapota the anrlidcr. Ht
hastily threw hack bis aurer girment, and pointed, speecleb
with excittmcnt, ta his awn breast, 'poa lus white chitoni
glnwed a ring of crimson.

Zillah's dagger telI tram her band.
"Tht cîrcle ! " she cried, and dro,.ped int a sivoan.
A ligbt scrtarn as af an echo tu ZilIjhs cry rang r,,ni the

adioining apartmentofaiLayah it was a tone of? mingled de
terminatinn and pain, shrill, bni, a'id tall,%aed by thet oit
at one falling ta the gratind.

Silently the man waited. At length Zillah raised bier head.
fihc gazed around bier in a daze.

"1Ht is nat here, my lard 1 nmy Hiramnt
Seeing tht man she added . "O cruel dream ! andi

reached for tht dagger abat lay on tht grauind beside lier.
Tht man seized il flrst The actian fully toused bier ta the

reality af ber position.
For a moment thetîwa stared at eacb otlier an mutual per-

plexity. They were parts ai an enigina which nether under.
st'nd, though eacb held a portion af tht clew.

Zillah was the frst ta break the silence.
Wthat is yaur message ta me by tht maTrk oi thet 6rcl ?"

"Vou know its meaning better than -1," rejoined the stran
ger, bowîng in profousîd rtspect.

.,Am 1Itaogo witb au ? "
I arn ta do your hidding, nîy lady."
Tht man made obeisance, îoucbing tht ground wîîh lits

forehead. IlMy lit is pledged ta bring you ta hirn who
wrright tht symbol on tuy breasi."

And lhe ý"
"Marduk, ai Tyre."
"1 know none bucl.h. hfle ot Hanno, îtae priest ?"

1 only knaw himt as Marduk, tht merchant of Tyre."
"Taîl, with shaved bead, and cyts fit af sule wsdom?"
"lNo. Of my own stature, wilh liait black as. the rive,,'.,

ai open face. His beard conceals a scat ai a wound received
in flght.",

"lAscar! Isheaman i' shenotagod?"'
"lMare gad like iban any gnd ai thtel'honicîans , ycî a

mian indeeci."
Zllah sat motîonless, bier head prcssed against bier band

in deep thouglit.
1I cannat understand il," she saîd at lcngth. Mstrylmystery! Oh, 1 do not tnow-1 cannaI sece1Il"and'she sîared

ia tht slîatdowts as ont walking in sleep.
INor I.,rny lady I1 only Lknow abat 1 a~m bere ita)obey

vou. Command mei"
IlAnd 1 maIl obey the sign," said ZlIlah "Let me look

upon it agatn. 'Tis îcircie, surely ; and 'tas blood-rrd. 1
miust fcllnw i."1

"And tollnw nie?"
'Ies-to !im i!ta bim !1'

IlLet n e ]cave you, thtn, my lady. Vau will know my
face or my voire; for 1Itrasi !et no cyts but yours look upon
the symbol. To.night 1 will bc beside the pavilian. Anoîber
will accompany tme wbain yoa may trust, fan me bath serve a
man me love ; anc La whoi w e have vowed secrecy and ser-
vice."

"Ikiore what gad bave you vowed?"
"Before no god, but by ail that is meant hy man'shoraaur.

And, tiy ail thit as meant "-hie paustd before lbe added-"« by
al abat is meant hy tht sanctity ai womanhoad. 1 swcar by
.hie lut I1 have saved tbis haîr-and 1 knaw af nathîng more
sacred, since what 1 bave witnessed-1 swcar that na harmn
shal camne ta yau. It inistake bas happencd in tht persan ai
ber 1 seck, or i an imyaî seck, 1 swear by yatar own lite ta ne-
tamn wîîh you ta your tather's bouse. Can 1 do mre?"I

I will follow thteiatk ai tht crdle wberever it may
lead." sa-d Zillah.

The stranger withdrew frtam tht apartment. Tht priests
met lim witbout. Tbey led birn ta tht clerk ai tht temple,
belore wham lht took tht oath that the sacrifice of Astarte had
ben rendqred.

Zilanh saught the adjacent aparîient of Lavab. Upon tht
praunid lay itic prasrattfartaifthe girl. Apool afblood told tht
'aory ai hier sacrifice, tnat ta Astarte, but ta iriendsip , ta
ahat love ai maoman for womian, bolier than tht debaached
becathcnasm ai the morld ever conceived or tried ta express
throîiah s ituals.

/.'ilabflung berseli upon tht body: "Lit o mach 1 ton
mach 1 0 my Layah rnmy sister 1 my moiher! sptak ta
me1 "' She kissed tht sulent lips, ahat seemed to aladie ai tht
taach, and gave intobers tht lasi lingering warmth that had
been lite.

ScaTcely knowing what she did, she toastc up tht dead girl's
veil and ran'tronm tht apanîment:. nat throîîgh ber olvni, but
directly ia tht court. Wîtb stumbling feet she soughî hier
pavilian.

"Thent gars ber handmaid," said a pnitst.
"A gracetul shapt. which the veil cznnot bide. Tht new

prastess will came out soan," said anotber.
(To be con fsnued.)

CHliVESE MIA TRIUMON Y
Is a subject ai mach iires:. Hor. it as assocîated with
flower ciltiure is Iole an tht attractive advertisemnent of Peter
HencleTion & Co. in anther colanian. Ladies will bc especîally
interesed in this advetisement-and what suterests ahc ladies
will certainly bc worth tht attention ai tht men.
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Anîong tht ducuments c.rculated thraughout China, stir-
ring tht people up ta massacre tht Christians, is a Chinese
Pamphlet Oi forty.eight pages, wbich was published in 1861,
and is still freely circtlated. Lt is pîîblished anonymot-sly by
"lTht Scliolars and Peope ai tht South-Eastern Provinces,"
the authar describinr, hînaseli as '« Ihe beart-broken man."
t makes a display ai immense erud:tion, giving a list ai ont

hundred and thiteen titles ai works, real orlimaginary, as its
authorities. Sanie af the lighter chargesZwhich will bcar
translation are as lolbaws :"Ilhen any ont enters tht churcb
the missianary gives four ounces ai silverand a pili. Tht
recipient beconies iaddened, destroys-_he .ancestral tablets,
and warships an unclothed image . . . When a canvert
is ta bc buricd, tht relatives are ail exclulej, tht cyes
secretly remaved and aintment applîed, which as called ' stal*
iog tht tyes for tht westward ;oumney.' If any apposition is
made, it is treated as apostasy, andInunbrs'oi people are
sent tu tht bouse ta affer every kind ai insult . . . Tht
reason for taking the tyts is that ane hundred pousids ai
Chinese lead can be transmuted ainto eaght poands ai slver,
aînd tht reminiing nintty two pounds resold ai the original
price. Fareigners' cyts art ai no tfficacy, so:this-.is only
practised upon Chinese converts. Tht brain3,- beartF, and
livers ai infants, and other organs af boys and girls, are also
taken. Thest and ather practices arethiot fully detaaled, but
the abject ai îhem plainly is ta befool aur people, and under
caver ai religion ta exterminat thent. . . . Opium is
produced in tht West, . . but toreigners do not them.
selves consume it. Tbey tpe ,. Chinamen ta buy it at a bigb
price. lu course ai tiant tht body and vital energîts art
died up, fatal disease is induced, and many perish."

Another specîmen of tbîs kînd af lterature ist be tound
an tht placards rectntly issued an Hunan, such as tht band.
bill entitled, l'Don't becomt a Devi ! " whicb begins-.

"At prescrnt theme is the Catholic devil religion,
Wbich cornes in tht damk and secreîly scaîters deval books.
It transforms gond -rien inua devIs ;
By medîcint dazes women sa that they become in.

faniaus....
Let us jain heart and band ta abolash t.
WVbtn you mccl men ai tht devil religion beat them,
WVben you bid their books humn themn.
A stîll iantr malicinus placard bas been widtly distributed

t makes use ai a play upon mords foundtd on tht similarity
in soand betwten IlCi u," La)rd, and "lChu " in another tant
wvhich means a pig. There is a figure ai a cross wîth a pig
nailed an it, and round it are amen and womnen kneeling in
worship. Ilelow these are a number ai abscene figures, and
tht placard is bordered by inscriptions setting iorth the
usual vile charges against foreigners. Al ibtis is printed
trami wood blocks in three or four cabanrs.

These placards and pamphlets naîurally produr. iot and
murder in many p!aces. Whtre massionanjes have been
long goîng about aînong tht people, these tbings (ail ai iheir
effect, because tht people know ton well ta belicve in these
charges. B3ut in other districts they are like tire among gan-
povder.

Thiese papers al emanat from ane source, and tht
sincerity ai the Chînese Government in checking tht riais
can nom bc easily tested. Tht printing and publication ai
these ihings is systematically caried on ini tht "lBenevolent
Halls " in tht city ai Clrang-sba, in tht province ai Hunan,
by a retired official ai bigh rank, whase surname and name,
Chow Han, bave been supplied ta tht authorities. Moreoven,
in a letter ta tht gavernor ai tht province ai Ha-peb, bc bas
climcd credit and sale responsibiliîy for thesetîhings. Ht
is of such influence that ai bis request the gavernor af
Ha-peb at once released llve men, relatives of Chaw Han,
wha had been arrested for circulating these papers. Hîs
words are " With regard ta tht anti-heresy publications, let
anc siate that thev are, ail ofiîbem, prntd and disseminaîed
uw miyseli, in concert with tht affilcials and gentry, both civil
and military, who bave the amanagement ai affairs connected
with tht Bento.olcni Halls... il, indeed, it bc wrong
ta attack this depraved beresy, then 1 am, su fan as tht mat.
ter ai tabicating %vords and creatîng disturbances as con-
cerried, tht chief caîprit. In ail reasan you aughîta repart
me tai thet trone, deprive me ai mY OfficiaI ranlc, and arrest
me as a criminal. . . . 1I wîll repect iully await my pan-
ishment in tht provincial capital. 1 will certainly nat run
away. . . - 1 swear that 1 will with my own body requite
the bentrcençe o au'î, Shan, 'Yu, T'aing, Wen, Wu, Chea.
kung, KoZng and Mtng, together with tht beneficence ai bis
rnajesty the Emperor, tht Ernpress Dowager, and ail the
Ancestors ai tht Gret Dynasty."

If tht Govemnnient now arresi, degrade, and ponish Chaw
Han, they will show their sincere desire ta secure peace. If
not, ail their Proclamations and edicis, ibreats ai stverîty.
and et-en tht ebeading ai a few misgaided wretches, wba
arc anly taals in tht bands ai more powenful and craffler nmen
ate simpIV so mach duat thrown in tht cyts ai foreign
diplomnatisis. It may be that they <tel uao weak ta punish the
real ciminal.s, but in that case they shoald annaunce thaitîhey
can no longer prolect fareigners resident in China.

Meantime, tht circulation ai ibis perniciaus z!ufflgocs
memily an. By lasi accoutits (of date Hang-kong, Noveni-
ber :6) rnany copies af a collection ai these vile placards andi
pictures, now bniand in a 'Ihandsanae volume," bas been

given Io each candidate -it the last examinations -.tfChang-
sha in Hunan, to ail dealers visiting the city, antd toalal book-
sellers, with instructions ta give copies toail who ask for thcmi.

The whole situation reminds one of the experiences of the
early Churcb in the Ramait Empire. \Vhat the issue witt bs5
nonne can toretell. Persecution, more or less widespread,
prnbably awaits the native Church in miany places. The
position af foreigners, whether missionaries ot athers, niav be
improved, or they may be inyalved in stili greater difficulties.
Meantime, mission work gots on as usual at nearly ail mis-
sion centres. And always the Lard reigus-R'.. C. Gib.
sron,Su'o.

i11LilNt.IPLEi 0 11 I ULULGIiNA11I
Saine accoîant af the well-known temple wv.ts lately given

by the Ifiîsio.-tzy Ikra/dit ls erection, aithtîe cost af haif
a million, occupied fourteen years. It stands in an enclo-
sure, nearly in the form aof a square, markcd off by a mas-
sive stone wall twenty (cet high by 652 feet long and 63o
broad. Within the enclosure are lound saine onc hundred
and twenty srnaller temples dedicated ta the principal ab-
jects af modern Hindu worship, so that cach pilgrim, of
whatever seci, finds bis awn favourite god or godde5ssrep-
rcscnted. The high conical tawer rising above the others,
"lIike an elaborately-carved sugar boai," t92 (cet high, and
surmounted by thternystic wheel af Vishnu, is the sbrine of
juggernatb, whcre he sits in iewelled state, with his brother
Balabhadra and sister Subhadra. The images are rude logs,
clumsily iashianed ino the form of tht human bust frtra the
waist up. On the occasion af the Car and Batbîng Festi-
vals, golden hands are fastened ta the stuimps 'vbicb praject
from the shoulders af thetMios. 4

It is matter for thankfulness, says the Rev. W. Miller,
that there bas been a graduai decrease tram 2oo,coo ta 25,-
oaa in the number attending the Car Festival. Though the
mortality attending the pilgrimage ta Poorce has proportion-
ately diminished, yet it is sad ta, think that it still involves
tht yearly sacrifice ai ao,ooo lives, ta say nothing af the
countless other evils which follow in its train.

It as impossible t o concei% e af a greater calamîty coming
upon a people than that rcptesented by that idolatrous sys-
tem. How truc the uttera-ce af the devoted missionary,
Charles Lacey, ai Cuttack :'I Poorce is the mouth ai bell,
wbence horrid wckedness and blasphemous misery go forth
ta the uttermiost parts af the land." Thank God 1 tht de-
sttuction ai the temple %vauld scemn not ta be far distant. It
bas long been in a maost dangerous state. Recently the Gov-
erniment has issued arders ta the superintendent ta commence
tht repairs within a wveek., or the damaged portion (the
shrine af Juggernath) would be closed to the public. Alarmed
by this threatentd action af tht Goveanmtnt, the priests and
worshippers ai tht idols have resolvtd, they say, ta adopt
promnpt measures ta repair the structure. Committees have
been formced, and an appeal bas been made ta tht Hindu
comînunity throughout India for funds ta tht extent ai 300e.
oaa rupees. In tbe appeal it is stated Ilthat the noble shrine
will cease ta exist in the immediate future unless prompt and
energetic measures are adopted ta prevent tht catastrophe."
Even should tht sumr asked for be subscribtd, it is supposedl
that the progress af destruction bas gant far beyond the
possibility afi t heing arrested. Surely every Christian will
pray that tht process af disantegration may rapidly go on
until not ont stane shal be left upon another.

TITE o IIINANMEN 1.1qTUE .ROCIIES.
Tht Rev. C. '%%. Gordon, ti Bangf, writes as iollows ai

tht wark amang the Clînest in the Rocky Mouniains, under
tht auspices of Mr. Thomas latan. Mr. Pâton, belte corn-
ing ta Canada, was engaged in China as agent ai the Na-
tional Bible Society af Scolland.

Tht work progresses slawly, as andeed we must expect.
Tht Chinese are scattered thrauga the mountains in little
bands tronm fifzeen or twenty ta sixty. tc, and organized worlc
under a single missionary must be exceedingly difficult ta se-
cure and maintain. Schonls have been established and are
being carnied on at three or four points. The différent camps
are regularly visited by aur missianary, wbo speaks ta tht
Chinese, disîributes among themn Christian Chinese literature
(Gospels, tic.), and tries ta win thetit confidence tawards
himseli and tnwards tht cause ai Chnisiianiîy. This latter as
no easy malter in a country where the Chirese are aiten
shamelully abused by nominal so*calleà Christians. The
apposition of even intelligent Christian (?) people to tht
whale mission bas to be avercome. And this is especially
tht case among tht labauimg classes With whona the Chînese
came in conflici. Then, toa, tmany of aur leading canîribu.
tors ta Foreign Missions stem ta prefer sending money ta
the Chinese in China rather thau ta tht Chinese i Canada.
and among flot a iew ai aur Charch leaders 1 <far there are
sorti lulcc-warm sentiments in regard ta the whole worlc.
The support ai thte Westerna Synod in tht midst ai these pe.
culiar dificulties is especially graiefal. And 1 do hope we
may lie patient for resalîs and not be disappointed if returns
are noi. prumpi and large. 1 amu glad ta be able Io repart in
addition ta tht ten members in full communion an enqairv
class af six i Revelstalce. About these littît eau be said,
and great caution must ever be exercised in regard ta tht
Chinaman (as indeed with the Canadians) when inteirest and
religion ru in the same or paralle]l unes.

SutuFizt otndation cantot be laid thau itht rial nrierit which
s the solid base for the monumental success af Hood's Sat-

saparilla.


