
pIastor alib veopIeo

lIewv calmly sinks the parting Siao I
' ttl! liht lingers Stjli;

Anad beauîî fui as d ream of Ileaven
It siombers on the hbuS

Earab Sieeps, wiîb atil ber glorlous things,
llencath thtIlIoly Spirit's wang,,

Andi, renderiisg back the hues above,
Stemis restîng in a trance cf lavre.

'Round yonder rocks the forest trees
In shaalowy graups recline,

Like saints nt cvcniDg bnwcd u n prayer
Around their haly shrine.

And tbrougli thear lealrcs the nightwtnds trlow
Sa enfin andtijl.Ittheir music low
Seerms tht myster feus voice of prayer,
Sort eciod on the evcning air.

Anti yonder western tbronig or clouds,
Retiriig (ram the slcy,

So catnslv mare, se softly glow.
They seem te Fancy's cyt

Birighit cretures cf a better sphere.
Caine dcwn ai neon to worthip litre.
And, fnom their sactilice cf love,
Returning ta aleir home short.

The bloc isica ef the golden ses,
The aaght.arch floating high,

Tht flowcrs tbat gate upon tht heavens,
The btaght lsîreamrs Ieaping thy,

Are living with rtligion-dccp,
On earth andi sea ils glaties sleep,
Andi minRIie with the starligt a ys,
Lake the t f hi ciofpariet days.

The spirit cf the boiy eve
Cornes tbteugh the silent air

To Feeliaig's hitiden sping, andi walces
A gush af music thene 1

And the Far depthia of cîher bcam,
So passine fait, we alincut dreain
That we cao risc andi wander thraugh
1 heir open paihs cf tracicless bloc.

Each seul is fil'ti with glnrious dreamq,
Each pulse is beating witd ;

And thought is soating ta the shrine
Of glaty undefileti t

And holy aspiratiwls start,
Like blesseti angeis, rom îthe heart,
And bind-fnr eart's dark ties aie nven-
Our spitial te the gales off Heiven.

-George D. Pregalire.

ONV PREA CHERS AND PREACHING.

RF-V. J. A. R. DICKSON, B.D., PI! O., GALT, ONT.

NO. =.-VISITATION IF TEE SICK.

Tht visitation of the sick is cne of tht mosl difficuit cf
tht minister's dalles, but it 15 bis golden opporlunîîy. It
cails for the exercise cf many grades, sudh as wisdorn, ten-
derntss, sympathy, prayerfulness, flielity -in a word,
îboreugb inaegriîy cf ministenial chanacteri but it brings, un
answer te ail this, a manifolti reward. It cannaI be doe
efficîtntly oflhand. There must be preparation matie for it.
Careful preparation cf mnd, anti above al cf beart anti
spirit. If there is neetiet study anti forethougît te speak te
thoso who are in goond lealîli, able te l-sten, andi follw an
argument, or accompany ane in tht discussion cf a therne,
how much more is Ibis needeti for those who are an circum-
stances less ativantageous, anti in conditions cf bady less
favourable. Ia must necessarily cal fer serîcus consideratian
of what shal l e at tht samne time seasonable anti apprepriale
anti profitable. Tht spiritual lenefit of the sick ont musa le
sought. An effort therefere shouiti le matie te finti out tht
state cf mind, tht attitude cf spirit towards trutb anti Goti,
anti the measaire of c3ncern about spiritual things that ellain.

A gooti plysician wiii admînster un nedcine tilIl e bas
matit a tborough examination cf tle case with which lie bas
ta citai, anti se shoult ifit e wîth tle sparitual physician. To
sptak a: rantiorn in sudh a case as this, is foily. Wistiom
miust guide every step that is taken. In many instances, if
not in mest, we may presumne that the condtiîons will le
favauabe : Ihat the conscience will le awakt, tht mind
îhoughtful,.the beart softened, anti tht natural apposition te
tht trutb gant. That there will lae a reatiiness te receive
spiritual counsel anti conifon:. Whatevcr tbere may le af
tbis, shoulti e skillully useti, anti useti witbnut delay. Hence,
the apprcach of the minister te a sick led shaulti le ihat af a
fnicoti. Ont desirous of dting al l e goti that cao le dont.
Tht dean cf tle heant may le openedti t welcame al the
truthl that may le presented te at, lut, if it s mot, t shah l e
needfui te kncck, not un a way ta excite alarni, but rather an
a way te call forth confidence, abat it may le openeti. luis of
great marnent that a teachable spirit shouiti le secunct in1 tht
sick one. Veny often an cîstinate, rebellilous, or indifférent
frame cf niant wiii exist,,in tht presence cf whicb it is diffi.
cuit to speak. How greal neeti there is then cf ejaculatory
prayer, Il Lond,htip, IlLorti,prepare tht way," I Lord, givo me
a sutable message,' while seateti ly tht betide.

Here is a wide fieldi for ministenmal service. bu may le
lest ta point out wbtnct affliction camtes (job v. 6, Matt. x.
30), tht cbject it bas in view (i Peter i. 7, Mcl. xii. 5. 11), tht
duties that aise untier il (job x- 4, Heb. il. Y, Job xiii. 15)
andthbe. ends la seekcs ta arcomplisb Csaiab xyviu. 9, 2 Cbrop.
xxxiii., 12, Eccles. i, Psaim 1. 15, 2'ech. xiii, 9. Psalun lv. 6-8).

'MHE CANADA PR1ÊS13YTËIZIAf,%

Above ail Lhtràt, îîîuii bc ptescoted as the wav nte uc thie
trutb of God, the lîfe of Goti. In the fulness of His mcliator-
lai ch.%racier He shnuiti bç held up b».ccc th.-c o f thn sick
one. As the Frîcoti bora for adýver3it-f, the Frienti who
sticketh dloser tban a brother, the Friend abeve ail others.
The gracious, ail mercifui Saviaur. The One ail neeti, andi
neeti everniore t0 mccl ail wants.

Great care must bc takten to ecai thorcughly and bonestly
with every sick one. What a confession is madin b" Orton's
Letters to0 Dissenting Ministers ": Il bany of my people
have diicd, wtb whom my consciense bas afterwartisaccused
me cf flot tiealing se piainly as 1 shoulti." lu flot this a con.
fessio that alas I10o many might maie? There is wanting a
reai earnest view of the gravity cf the case as a matter cf
eternal lifé or eternal death. A sick bec! is ne place for
compliments, even thougli they arc plentiful there: it is ne
place for flattery, even though that be oet wanting. There,
the light of eterni:y should conetei, and! îsjei ail terri-
porizîog andi deccitfully tranquitiiing moeds. Rev. Rlt:aard
Cecil gives a very instructive illustration of the faitbful dis-
charge cf îimb duty i'I Sometimes we have a very panfuât
part te act wtth sincecen. who bave been carried tee much
ie the woriti. 1 was callid in te visit such a man. I

finti ne comfort," hie sai, I God veils His face frein ne.
Everything arouiid me is dark and utncertain." 1 titi met
dtae te act the fiattercr. i sai, I let us lookc faitbfully inte
the state cf thisgs. 1 should bave been surprised if you liait
net (ci thus. 1 believe you te bc sincere. Your state of
feelings evinces -,our sincerity. Hati 1 founti you exulting io
God, 1 should have concludeti you were cither deceiveti or a
deceiver ; for, white God acts in Mis usual ortier, how couic!
you expect te (ccl otherwise on the appreach cf death, than
you do fcetl? You bave driven hard after the world. Your
spirit bas been absorbeti in its cares. Vour sentiment, your
conversation have been in the spirit of the worid. And! have
you any reason te expect the response cf conscience, anc!
the clear evidence which awaiî the man who bas walked and
livedti the ctosest friendship wîîh Goti 1 You lcnow tbat
what 1 say is truc." Mis wife interruptcd me, by' assitring
me that lie bac! beeo ait excellent man. "lSilence 1 ' said
the dyîng penitent, «'it as ait truc 1 Ont of our Canadian
ministers recently told me cf a youniz womnan who was dan-
gerously ili and wbom lic visiteti. She profossoti faith in
Christ, but lie seriousiy doubteti the sincerity cf lier profes-
sion. As a comment on that insincerity she t'as s*arroundec!
by giddy andi frivolaus worldlings. Feeling deeply witbio
himself that she was mot convertei, lie armet hîistif with
tht most pungent passages for bringing about the sense cf sin.
These lie useti faithfully. For a lime there was ne change,
but c'er long the truth cid its work, anc! she confesseti that
she was not reaily saved andi enquired the way, and! founti
peace in Christ. Then ber frivolcaîs companiens retired :
tht atmosphere became too bracing for tbtm, Thty corId
mot endiure it. A great lesson lies here, namnely, that we
shoulti jutige cf tht profession that is matie. It is ten citen a
mere parret-like utterance. It is net untiersîoti. It is
therefore fat (rom being heart deep. The work of con-
viction bas oct been donc, fat less conversien. There s neeti
te begin at tht beginnîng, aoc! go on to thtetoc!.

Dr. Chalmerq tells cf a man who sent fer humn in pros-
pec cf death. "A man cf prrot'igate anti profane habits, who
resenteti ry cailiog lim an unworthy sinner, aoc! who spoke
la louti anti confidient straîns of his faitb bi Christ, anti that
it would save him. Then," says tht Dector, 11i representeti
te him the netessity cf beiog haro again, cf being humbieti
under a stase cf bis sins, of repenting anti turning frern
tliem." Again anti again Dr. Chalmers visiteti this man, who
was " buoying himself up in Antanomian secutityf aond, se far
as tht narrative goes, ne change came to hlm. But the min-
ister cf Go adc faitbfally dont bis duty, se that lie was
clear fromt the blooti ef the man. Here tht ministc'r must
act as in view cf eternity anti the jutigment seat! Dr.
Doddridge gives Ibis direction as te deaiing witb tht sick:
" Gather semething (rani cheir owo mouths-on whtcctiyen
may grout't a plain anti awakeoiog atitress. Senti their
reations, if you corveniently cari, eut Jf the roorn ; then ask
the persan seriously if hie bath arything particular te say te
you with regardt t tht statt cf bis seul. Enquire what bis
hepes are, anti especially on what fountiation they are bujît.
Wben yeu bave asket i hm a few questions on thest heatis
]cave bim room te talk ; perhaps hie may freely anti fully tell
ycu bis state. If lie dots net, ask lirn sucli questions as
these: Bas sin ever been yeur grief anti your burthtn?
What have you tiencto1 gel riti cf it? In wbat view bas
Christ appearedti t you? Wbat art your tbougbîs cf cove-
nant grace ? Have you kept up secret prayer ? Have yen
felt tLe power cf Scripture upon yeur lieart? Havp you
been concernedt igve your thougbt-, anti affections ta Goti
as vieil as your externat actions? Have yoti feit a s:ruggit
witb the temptations cf Satan anti tht corruptions cf your
owa heart? Have you enquireti atter tht remetiies of the dis-
tempers cf your own mind? Anti se far as you have under-
stooti thenl,,bave you endeavouredti t use tbem?"I etc.
Again hoe says! "lIf ycu finti that there is anyote sin
prevalent in their character, rest Vour charge upon
that." Ht gives a botiy cf atiditional directions frem wich
we cui these:. IlTbere is great danger in authoritative ab-
solution.»"IlTake care tbat your prayers are net toc long."
"Tale care bow yeu caîl thern the servants cf Goti2'

Prayer with anti for tht sick is always in place. Som e.
limes the sick one may bt unconscicus tô al.around anti it
May lik hnaaie vèy4*c'.iî" Ï.a !Ue r
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tell? At any rate God hltars. A minab - tri 'ne nt i'c.a-
bac! visiteti a mnan upon bis deatb.et 'be nu ws telittutis,
andi, returoing home, met Dr. Chaimers. IlWcll, sai Dr
C., Il iti you Pray with " « IlIlNo, le vras delirlous, but i
prayeti with tht family." "Ah vou titi wrong. siri1 Who
kaows but that somte oic! straîn of thought mîgbt have been
stirreti up bV tht tories of a famîtiar voice ? Vou diti very

wrong, sir 1" There is instruction in that.
WVben shoulti tht minîster vîsit the sick? As soon as he

knows. Ht cannet do it soner. The quaint Dr. Thomas
Fuller says ? IlTe sick folks the falîliful minister cornes
sometimes before ho 19 sent fer; as countinR bis vocation a
sufficitnt caling. None cf bis fleck shalt want thte treme
unctien cf prayer anti ceunsel."1

There is a gooti point that Dr. Cuyler makes when bc
says: IlThert arc many cases cf extreme andi critical mîhacas,
ivhen the presence cf even the nmest loving pastor mnay be an
uowise intrusion. An excellent lady wbe bac! been twice ap-
parcntiy ai the brink cf ticaîh saidt t me - ' Neyer enter the
room cf a person extremely iew. unlcsç the person urgcntly
requests you, or unless a spirituai oecessity compels it. You
have ne idea hew tht sight of a rew face agitates tht suA-:zer,
or how veu nmay unconscinuciy or unintentionaily r.ib at
sufféer of some of tht itie life that is fiuttering in that
feeble (rame.' 1 was grateful te the gooci wonaan for hcr ad-
vice; anti have ofteo acteti upon it accortiîngly. whcn tht
family wculd have unwisely importuneti me te do svhat would
have been cf more harr than benc fit."

ln doing this c!uty faitbfully tht minister will reap the
radliest results. Ht may le instrumental in leadingl many
precieus seuls te Christ, antibh imscîf will lc flîteti for tht
tieclaration cf the truth on a hightr kay, witb a cleare-. .1-
sight of its mcaning anti a fuller experience cf its power.
This Ilwalking the bospitaIl teaches much that we cari.
net get anywhere tise. Ont word from IlGerard's Pas-
teral Cane"I in clcsing:, I In everything a minîster says te
a sick person. lie ought te keep Ilirce things steaduly ln view,
the influence which it may have an tht person if ting tht
influence it may have on hlm if be recover-anti tht influence
la may have on persans in heaiîh whe are about hlm"

WHA T TO KEEP LISTS 0F.

Keep a list i~f Vour frients; anti let G od bt tht Çrst in tht
list, hewever long ;t may le.

Rtep a list cf your enemies:, anti put down the "Ilod
man"I anti the cIoi serpent " finst, anti. pray fer ail thetrest.

Keep a list bf your sîns ; andi lot tht sin of unlelief ha set
c!own as tht fireý anti werst cf ail.

Keep a list cf yeur mercies ; anti Iet pardon anti life stand
at thteltati.

Keep a list of your sorrows . anti let sarrow for sin be
first.

Keep a list cf vour jeys . anti let tht jcy unspeakable anti
full of glory le the flrst.

Keep a list cf tht gifts yùu get ; anti let Christ, who is tht
Unspeakable Gift, bc tht first,

Keep a list cf your hopti, ; anti lot the hope of glary be
faremost.

SEARCH THE SCRIPTURES.

«They testify cf Me,' salali Jesus. Is oct that word
eneugh ? Whaî se sweetîy. se powerfully engaguig te the
seul, as somewhat ef out dear Saviaur is la be learneti tram
every page? Tht more we are acquainteti with Mis precious
persan, Mis amazang love, His wondenful bumnanity, Mas as-
tonashang sufftrings, Mss finisheti work on earth, se much the
more will He le endearedt t ar earts. We wviil prize the
word that testifies of Him, anti the Spirit abat glorifies Hîmi
we shail think cf Ham, love Hîm, live upen Him, live te
Hlmn, long to be witb Him frorn day te day. Sa we shail bc-
gulît ail our troubles anti trials beiew ; cur beanas will bc
simple and! happy, ort conversation anti contiucî Wil le
more like tht mceek Lamb cf Goti. Thus shai! :e grow as
Pharaoh's kint, fat flasheti anti well.favourci, while wè (ccc!
in God's eatiow2'

NOT TU1E RIGHT METHOD.

There are sonit people who give up anti lose ail their
courage and! faith tht moment any trouble cornes. They
canant endure trial. Sorrow utteriy cru shes îhem. They
think tliey cannot go on again. There have been lives Iroken
dowo by affliction wbicli have neyer risen again ou: cf the
tiust. There have been mothers, bappy ani Iaiîful lelore,
who bave lest ont chic! cut ef their berne, anti bave neyer
carecl for lite again, letting their hope gnaw dreary anti des-
oate, andt tîtr ether chidren go uncareti for, as they sat
with foltieti bandin l tht abanc!onment cf their uncomforîeti
grief. Thert bave been men with brigbî bopes whe have
quffered one defeat or lcss anti have neyer risen eut oi the
dust. But God's word teaches that we shoulti neyer falot
untier any triai. Goti clastens us, net te crush us, but for our
profit, that we snay lc partakens of His holiness. To tain:,
therefore, under clastening is disleyal ta God. We shoulti
accept the affliction with roverence, anti turo the whole
energy cf our ife mie îlehechannels of obedience andi service.

iWHAT is more annoying than going aboatt cçnstaptly ha.w~k.
iýjn4nqpitting?, This la tilt tesuit of catarrh, anti. Nas.al

.gj~cnwîi ureanycase wbao faiihtui1y useci.


