
OUR SO.CIETY.
OBSOLETE PUNISHMENT. -PENALT[ES 0F THE NATIONS.

Title Engliala crimisial code lias flot always beeti the lonicut tluin~
it now is. A nari was forinerly senced ta deatli or ta tr unsjuor-
tation for life for an otl'ene for whicu ho wouid liow Lo lot oW 'wiîh
a monihi's liard labor--for sucli an offence ris stcaliîug forty shillings
belonging ta lus miaster, 8teîîiîg froni a 8h<up door, stcaiing appies
froîin an orcliard, or the like. In HaIîlifax, in the 8ixteentli cenitury,
when Hlarrition wrato bis Description of liýiîuiatid, there was a 1mwv
peculiar ta the place, undor whiclu a mari wis Pxecuited by a kind of
gruiilotiuc for a thoit of thirteen poence :'alf-penny or upward.
It la the saine Harrison wvho teits us tduit Hlenry VMI. hangod 72,
0006 "rogues and vagabonds " <iuring lus thirty.eiglit ycars' rei-,
and that in bis own titne the number of theso unfortuniates sus-
pendcd 1per coll, avcragcd annually fram îlîrce Iîundrcd. to fotir
hundred. Coin sweaters wcrc boiicd in lead or bot witter, or, if
womcn, wcre burncd ; and a brutal nxurderer %vas first af aIl hall-
hanged, thon had luis bowels takeon out before luis cyes and i fter-
wnrtl drawîî and quartecd. I3esidcs thri acvore crituinal code, li.îif
the ntrocîties of whîcb have been de8igrnclly passed aver, tliere were
a numnber of punishaîcuts of n muore or boss lîumili.îting cliar.îcter
for petty offencs-such, for instances, as niglit walkin-, for whiclî
frigbtful lapsus a chuapinin was once @ent ta the 'lun, a round prison
en Cornhili ; for selling gootis nUter curfcw bad rung,; for bcin- a
"cammon scold," and for qcandai mongering andi lyiugý-for which

the Liber Aibus tolls us, a mani wvas once îîdjudg edi imprisoninent for
a year, andi a day of tbe piliory, once ti quarter for tlirc liaurs,
with a wot stono ticti rround his neck. The curions instrumiente.
dcvised for quencluing tUe ardor of liît-tcmpered slircws %vore
numerous. One wvas the brank-rt sugiarloa.f 3iîa1pCd Cal), ina.de Of
iron honping, wvitb a cross at the top, and a fiat piece, also of iront
projecting inward for laying upon the offcndcr's ton2ue, so that it
could not wag. and hor bicad shauld not niove. Titeî brank 'vas
iatilachi bebind, and the woman led tbrough tho streets by ah

oflicer af the town, probably a boadie, until site begau to sbow ill
cxternnl sign imaginable aoflhumiliation and inenidînent." Equaliy
efficaciaus vins the wliirligig-, a large circular c~trigpn

* pivot. It was put on tbe hecade af triflingr offonders of ait kints,
* andi not brawling womcen alunte, and was set awvhiirling with great:

rapidity, "seo Ébuat the delinqucut 8oon becanie extrcmoely 8ick," andi
was very gladi ta ho releaseti andi triken homne. Tite most unworthy,
h owcvcr, af ail the instruments designcd for the correction of Eves'
offending daughters was the duckingr stool, known as the tumlbrel
and tho trebuchet. A post, across which wvas a tranversbe beaixi
turning on a swivel and with a chauir rit one end, was set on tbo
cdIge of a pond. Into the chair tbc womnan wvas chairiet, turned ta-
ward the water-a mnuddy or filthy pond xvas usually chosen for the
purpose wben available-and ducked liaif a dazen tisnes; or, if the
water inflaîni ber instead of acting as a damper, she was let dawn
times innumnerabie until she was cxluaustcd and wellnigh drowvreti.
Ini Livorpocol, it wvas not formally aboiisbed until 1776, but t wvaï
WI 'ing into desuctude mare than tliirtv ycars before, ivhon sncb an
exhibition ait Kin«ston-on-Thanies wris so nove) thait it would draw
nnriy thurce thousanti spectators te, the scorne. Therct is a goad doal
af humnor in another of theso qucer obsolete punishmnts-the
drunkard's claak, with the invention af whiich tlie magistrates of
Ncewcastbe-on-'Tyne during Croinwcll'8 protectorate rc creditcd.
lit consisteti aia large cnsk with the bottom taken out andi a hlo iii
thc top and anc on each side for tbe taper's Ixeai andi arms, and
equipped in this great coat lie %vas led through the streets until the
lookcdl for 8igns of contrition nppearcd andtie promistil ta ôgive up
drinking sack. Torture un a grent, scale wvent out wkbh Fulton, the
assassin of Buckingham, but torture an a 8mall scrtie continucti to

bc practicod on military offenders down to the eighiteenth celltitv.
'teo forîin niost freqtucntly rcs3orîe(d to %vas that, kilowî as the wo il.
cei horse, the riding of wiîich %vas flic ptinisinent accordcd itîr
potty thefts and insuîbordinaîtion.

The wooden horse wvas mnade of planks tiailcd, tog,,etiier 80 il, 1
forîîî a sharp) ridge or angle abouît cighit or inci feet long. i'
ridge reproecntedl thc hack of the hoise, and was supportcd by 1,our
1iosts or legs.nlipant fivo fcet higli, placed on il -tand mnade inflvaUtl
by trtiklei. To Comnplote the rcscnxblance with the iiublcst anîîimal
iii cretîtion. îî lcad and tait wore addcd. Monc: a solier wis eýtii.
tenceci ta ride the hoarse, lie 'as phîccd on (lie brute'a back, mlii,

his liarids tied behiind hini. and frcqueîxtly cnoungh, in ordor to ini.
croaso the pain, muskets %vore faisteniec to lus legs t(> weîgh lidivin
down, or, as %vis joenilarly said, Il ta prevent tlic fiery tintainod
barobacked steed froîi kicking' Iiim off." Tite ( gantelolpe, oir gautitle.
wvas îînotlier miitary and niaval punishiiient; for tlucft. A mmat lia.i
ta run the gautiet of a long file of luis fciiowv soldicrs, cadlipru
dcd with a switclu, ani ta p)rcvcnit the siluler going toco rsîpidly itl
Io sec thiat no itan impelicd by motives of fiendîilitiesa or k!nà1iîîe,ý
fhiled ta strike hart], a sergeant wvalked backward, facin, fihe zaiui
sinner, witlî a haliberd pointed, at the lattcr's breast. After a I-g
thy experimient tluiî %vas found to bc inconvenient îund degridiîg;
80 rccoîîrse wvas luad ta atiotiier metlîod-a variety ot tÏUe sai10W
species of torture. 'flice offeîider was tied to four haîberds, tlhrec
iii a triangle and a fourth across. Tite regitrient or Comnpany dt-ili
fitud off, the wa-'nn-rusNas plaed in the hands ai tht- lir>
maîn, wvho gave the culprit a lash and paisse(] on, lîanditio t vçat
ta due «econdl, who gave a lagli, anl( sa the gane wvent ierriil.t Oil

DALHOUSIE NOTES.
l>rofessor Setht Iaves bore in aîbolit thrc weeks tintie for Gur-

many, where lie intenuis ta spend the stiiier. lie lias Élie best
wislucs af ait the students.

Some nionths agi) it was ïti,,gested tlmat a Studleits' Scienitie
anI Plosopicai Soriety bc formed. T1ite idea bectame pafîtîlar:
and lit a late meeting the organi zation of suchi a socicty %va, de(cidulI
upon. Oficere were clected foir one ycar, witli MNr. K. G. T.
Webster '92, af Yarmoauth, lis Prcsident.

This is certainiy a ivo in the riglit direction :the advaîuevýe.
of stuch a soeiety promise ta bo very great. Its work is ta coîusP,
inuflie prcparatioîî andi discussion of original paliers on varouw
subjeets; an exorcise which wvill afford c:îpital trainitig in ilwe tintî
of origlitality and independent thouiglt.

They say the word Ilphîgger " docs nat appear in ýVc1»ier-ý
Unabridgred : but Exams. begin tiext wo.k, and îlot i. f it
students have a tolcrabiy C'air idea of wiîat it nican2.

Ti'le results of the Law Exaîns. wcore anîîounced a short ftiii
agao. iirtcen will take their L L. B3. this year, of whoni zsix arc

The prescrnt graduating class in Arts iiuiiibers tuvcnty-sevoîî.
and is tho largcst; in tlic history af Daîlhousie. Convocation is ýv1
down for the 23rti Ajril-«' a &.Y tîtut sUait live, etc.," says a cer-
tain Senior. lîu ~
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