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THE TEACHING PROFESSION.

The followlag article, from the Cunadian Baptist,
may be read in connection with the excelleat paper
that appearcd §n our last under the above headlog

Is publle school teaching a profession? was one
ot the questions which came up fndlrectly nt the
mecetiog of tho Ontario Teachers' Association last
week  There is a good deal involved in the ques-
tion It §s not, of course, *asy to define exactly
what are the marks of a y.ofcssion os distinet {rom
any other occupatlon, 3¢t we all know pretty well
what we mean by the term

**Teaching a profession”” we fancy mauy of our
read-rs exclalming,  why, certainly, it is one of
the very first of the profesalons ‘u uscfulness and

dignity ”  From ong polnt of view the answer is in-

controvertible. ‘Feaching munks among the very
highest profesions, if we have regard to the qual-
fications pewdful 1o make a true teacher. The rare
qualitfes of mind and lcart, the carcful nnd thor-
ough culturc, intellectual, moral, uad social, which
are indispencable to a teacher of the highest type,
arc at least equal to those required i any other
profession, not excepting even the ministry.

When we think, agun, of the smportant interests
eotrusted to the teachiers of our children; the pre
ciousness and Gelicacy of the materisl upon which
it is their daily duty to operate; the close relations
which these operations bear to the future well being
of society and state, we canaot deny thelr claitus to
all the influence and digmty which, by common
consent, sttach to the foremost of the prolessions.

"¢, as parents, put into their bands our dearest and
most precious possessions, realizing, if we arce
thoughtful, as we should be, tkat the future of our
loved oncs, for this hfc nod the lifc 10 come, must
be largely affected by the character and influence of
1hose who have the trajning of their plastic natures.
The State, 100, in sending forth the great army of
teachers 1o train up those who are to be its future
citizens, entrusts them with a commussion of the
very first importance  They have vastly more to
do than any otber persons, parcots only .xcepted,
and, 1n very many cases, not cven parcits cxcepled,
with determining the character of the future
cltizens, and so of the nation ftsclf.

And, yet notwnithstanding all this, there were
teacliers found to stand up in the Convention and
say in effect: * W are not membersof a profession
Society docs not accord to us either the remuncrmtion
or the social consideration it bestows freely upon
the members of the other learned professions. It is
an uoplessant truth, but it is Letter 10 look diragree
able ‘ruths fair in the face.”

We fcar, from their own point of vicw, those who
spoke thus were not far astray. Hew is it, readers
of the Baptiat, in your communitics? Do the men
and women whom you entrust with the sacred duty
of moulding the minds and manncrs and morals of
vour children, take rank in your cstimation and
that of your neighbours with your minister, or cven
with your lawyer or doctor? Do you give them
the same »ocial consideration? Are you williog to
pray then: on as liberal a seaie? :

Perhaps some one may say, or think, if he docs
not carc to say, that tic avemage pudblic school
teacher does not stand on a level intellectually and
socislly with the nverage minister, or lawyer, er
doctor  If thigis &0, whose is the fault?  Surely in
view of the nature of the teacher’s work, and the
close and counstant confact into which they are
brought with your children, and we should hope
with yourselves, they ought to be the peers in every
respect of the members of any profession Butin
this democratic country the people have ultimately
the management of all such matters in their own
hands. Youcan have just as much talent, just as
much culture, just as uch refincment, we had
almost said—would it be very far asteny?—justes
much Chrixtian \[ or Wi [ in your
teacher a8 you determine to bave, are carcful to in
sist upon and willing to pay for.

Thus tho blame for apy deficiencics must fall
primarily upon parents and citizens themselves.
Srepndarily it rests upon the Schioul Trustees, the

peoplo’s agents. Do your trustees put up the posi
tions of teacliers of your children to bo compofed
for, as has Leen sald, In a klod of Dutch nuotjon.
und knocked down to tho lowest bldders whé can
pass muster with the Departimenty Do they In thelr
advertisements in the papers ask candidates to stato
| salary required, Loplng thus to take ndvantag~ of
" some poor fellow's need and save you a fow cents
“apicce in taxesy If s0, you and thoy aro clearly
* these who are dofug all in their power to degrade
“the teachier's calling far below the dignity of the
lpmfotmiou, and to M the »chool houses with the
uneducated and the incompetent, or with the time:
“server who is mahing the work a stepping stone to
" what they regard as the professions

A SHAKSPERIANN READING.

{A. 1LARREN, (OPENIAGKN, JAN , 1RSG.)
In * Macbeth,” ActI «c vi, Banquo, w describing
the pleasant situation of Macbetl's castle, eays (ac-
cunding to the reading now universally accepted)

‘Thin yuest of sunmer,
The temple-haunting miartlet, does approve
, Iy hin loved manstonry that the heaven's breath
' Siells wovingly here.

The reading of the folios is m.nwnry, the cor-
“geetion to manxionry being due to Theolnld. PPope
it his second cdition proposed masonry, which was
adopted by Hanmer only of all editors old ormodern,
indeed, as far as I have scen, they have, one and
; ul), convidered it altogethier bielew their notice. Now
1 thir is to me perfectly astonisbing. The original

reading being evidently a misprint, a correction was
i incvitable. Two arc proposcd, the onc no more
.' violent than tho other (omitling a letter in the ore
! case, inserting onc in the other), the one (mansionty)
}givcsusa well known ward and a most cxcellent
meaning, the other a word which is no word at all,
a word pever seen or heard beforo or since, but
simply colned for the occasion, and badly coived,
indeed, a wornd, in my opision, next to impossible.
1 am very much mustaken if the whole language
atfords onc single instance of a word being formed
by add!ng the termioation ry to another word cnd-
ingio -sion  The choice between these two read-
ings, then, one would think, could not be doubtful.
And yet the fact is tuat mansionry Las heen almost
unauimously preferred by cditors to mamnry
How is this to be accounted for*  The ovly explana-
tiro I can thiok is that none of these editors has
ever scen, or taken particular notice of, o swallow's
nest, otherwise they would bave known that it really
& masonry ~ and, morcover, that this is a striking
peculinrity, distioguishiog the swallow's nest from
those of most other Lirds.

1 submit, then, that Pope’s reading ought to be
reinstated, nand the quasi-word mzwaionry once for
all dismissdd from the Enghsh dictionary,— 7TAe
Bookmart.

GREATEST LAKE 1N AMERIC' A,

Capt. C. E. Dutton, of the U. K geological survey,
has been recently cagsged in making a study of
Crater Lakein Orcgon, and thelatest advices recefved
from him show that he has discovered probably the
deepest body of fresh water in the country. Leaving
Asblang, Oregon, on the Tth of July, bis pany,
cscorted by ten soldiers provided through the cour-
tesy of the genernl commanding the military depart-
ment of the Columbis, reached the brink of the wall
of the lake on the 13th, having brought with them
boats 50 mounted on the runniog gear of wagons as
to bent transportation oser » hundred miles of
mountain rord without injury. The boats bore the
transportation without strain or demage, and pre-
parations were at once begun for lowering them nine
hundrod feet to the water. The steepness of the
wall was very great, being st tho place sclected
about $1° or 42°, and the descent partly over talus,
above covered with snow, and rocky brokon ledges
lower down. The boata catered tho water quite
unharmed. The process of sheathing them, rigging
the tackle, and lowering them occupled four daye
A couple of days were occupied §n making journeys

around tho walls of the '“)";".!’i boat,— the gnly
possible; way;—and 157 examifafi (6 Focksand
Sstrycturéy ot the ' Wall-in Its variolis padZ Next
folfowed™ cerien of soundiogsss Tid depth of<ghe
lake cousiderably cxcceded tho captain’s antlcipa-
tlons, though the abeenco of anything itke a talus
near the water line alrecady indicated deep water
around the entire shore. Tho depths range from
859 to 1,008 feet, 50 far ns the soundings show, and
it is quite powble and probable that depths both
greater and shold swer inay bo found, The average
depth iy abou' 1490 feet. Tho descont from the
water's edge Is precipitous ; at four or five bundred
vards from shore, depths of fAifteen to elghteen hun-

red feet are found all around tho margln. Thoe
Freateat depths will probably d two tt |
teer, for it is not robablo that the Yowest polat has
been touched.  The soundings already made indi
cate it as belng the deepest Loy of fresh water In
the country.—~Setence.

NYEWW BRUNSWITK'S EXHIBIT,

The Canadiay Exucational Court at the Colonial
Exbibition is to the visitors a striking evidence of
the Dominion’s int<’lectual development. Ontarlo's
fine display of education appliaoces is admirably
situatid at the end of the Canadian muchinery annex
—=by-the-by. the only couuntry that has machinery
in mation. Off the Outario Court, and atthe end of
the New Zealsnd section, is the Qucbee, Nova
Scotia, and New Brunswick school display, and a
@tne cxhibit ft is--books, maps, drawing, needie-
work, aud models—thus illustrating tho actuel work
dooe In the schools.  Fach of these provinces has a
commfssioncr in sttend to give to visitors any
information they wmay require, and to take care of
tho objects and otherwisa do what b cau to give
Cavada and her universitics, colleges and schoole
all possible prominence. In this respect, the Dom.
infon is very well served. because she bas at South
Kensizgton fotelligent and encrgetic men ; which is
saying a good deal, fnasmuch as it is not only in
the Intercolonlz) display of nbjects that there is a
keen competition, but also in the cffort togivethemn
promiuence, and in this matter Canada, by her
scveral representatives, is cxcellently attended.
Her press room, in which there are a large cumber
of Canndian journals, is well patronized by the vis
itors, an? on the walls there §s n good collection of
photographs illustrative of the towns, buildings.
and scenery of New Brunswick. This Provinee
bas also 8 magnificent trophy of forestry to shiow
the quality and use of lier varfous kinds of timber,
as well as the feathered and four footed game still so
sbundant. In this unique structure there is, first,
tho different kind of logs with their bark on, sec
ondly, the rough planks, with the Jeaf and fiawer of
cach tree : then the sapliogs, and above thein the
polished boards to show the ure they could be put
to in maoufacture; and the cdiflce is crovned withs
birds and animals, the structure, as a whole, attract
ing a good deal of public attention — Canadiun Gas
etts (London, Eng.)

INFLUENCE oF Bap Bookr —Bsad bnaoka anid
vicious literature arc to be found everywhere. The
first leaves of the most atrocious and sentimeatal
fiction published arc scattercd broadcast in the
vicioity of our echool iouses.  These sheets are din

tributed purely In the businesa interests of thosre
who reap profit by cugendering morbid and de-
praved appetites for tho perusal of murderous ad-
veotures, pistol and fainting cpisodes, monstrous
and impossible incidents of love, lust, and so called
virtue. The demomliziog influcnce of bad literature
is difficult to exaggerate. Ita effectsupon the youn
mind are disastrous in the extreme, destroying a
relish for tho business of tho achool, and sapplog
and weskeniog the purpase or energy required to
perform the most common dutics of life. How
often teachers point out to me fneflicient and ambi-
tionless boys or gitls, with the sad explanation, “ he
or she isa novel reader.” The remwark simply but
significantly oxplaing tho listlessness and stupfdity
of youths who have bocome 50 unfortunato as tofall
ioto this horrible net. Tho abillty to read
Tm_ry:, is e troe of kvowledge of good and evil

he chitd who plucks from this treo only to partake
of the knewledgo of cvll islost indeed.—New Bag.
land Journal of Education,



