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“ Wo had scarcely passod these small subtorra-
aoous houses, when.] percaived u gumbor of large
whoels, on which on week days thoso human molos,
tho inhabitants of tho cavern, mado ropes.

1 fanciod Ieaw tho wheel of Ixtun, and the
ancossnat labor of tho Dan»idos.

“The opening through which the light camo,
soomcd, as wo descondod, evory moment to become
loss and loss, and the darkness at overy stop to w-
creuse, till at loength only a foww rays appearcd, as
if darting through a erovice, and just ungemg the
small clouds of smoko winch at dusk raised thom-
sclvos so0 the muuth 6f the cavern, . -

+ Tlus gradaal increnso of darknoss awnkous in
& contomplative mnd o soft welancholy, As you
go down tho gontlo desceat of the cavern, you can
hardly help fancymx the mowment is come when you
aro about to bid a nnal farewell to the abodes of
mortals.

At length the great eavern in tho rock closed
ttsolf in the eamme manuer as heaven and oarth
seem to jom in the horizon.  We then approached
a hitlo door, where an old woman eamc ont of one
of the huts, and brought two caudles, of which we
each taok one,

« My guide now opened the door, which com-
plotely shut out the faint glimmering of daylight,
which till then it was stili possible te perceive, and
led vs to the inmost centre of this dreary temple ol
old Chaos and Night, us if till now we had beea
traversing the outer coasts of their dominions.  The
rock was here so low that we were obliged to stoop
very much for suine fow steps, in order to get
through; but how great was my astonishmeut,
when wo liad passed this na-row passago, aud
agaiu stoad upright, at suce to percewve, us well
ay the feeble hzht of tue cuundles would permit, the
amazing leugth, breadth, aud beight of the cavern,
compared to which, the moustrous opening through
which we had already passed was nothing.

“ After we had wandered here moro than an
hour, as beneath a dark and dusky sky, on a level
sandy soil, the rock gradually lowered iiself and
wo suddenly found ourselves on the edgo of a broad
river, wbicf; from the glimmering of our candles
amid the total darkness, suggested a varioty of
wnteresting veflections.  To the side of thus river a
small boat was moored, with some straw in its
bottomn. Iato this vehiclo my guide deswewd me to
step, and lay myself down in it quite flat, because,
as ho said, towards the mddle of the nver the
rock would alimost toach the water.

“Wheu I had lnid myso)f down as direcicd, he
Imsolf jumped into the water, and drew the boat
after him.  All around us was one still, selemn,
and deadly silence; and as the hoat advanced,
tho rack seemed to stoop, and come nearcr to us,
till at length it oearly touclied my face; and, as )
lay, lcouﬁ:d hrardly hold the candle upright.  I'scem-
ed to myself to be in a coffia rather than in a boat,
as 1 had no room to stir hand or foot till we had
passed this frightful straight, and the rock rose
op the other snle,—where iy guide once wvre
kanded mo ashore.

* The cavern was now become all at once broad
and high, zod then suddenly it was again low and
narrow. I ohserved on both sides as wo pussed
along, n prodigious number of great and small pe-
trified plants and auvimals; but theso we could not
cxamine, ualess swe had been disposed w spend
some days in the cavern

_** And thus we arrived at the opposite side, at
the second river or stream, which, however, was
not so broad as the first, as onc may sea acrass it
to tho other side : over this otroam my guide carried
me on his shoulders, because there was here no
bost to ferry us.

“ ¥rom thence wo only went n fow steps farther,
whén wo came to a very small piece of wator,
whiclt extended itsell longthways, and led us to the
end of the cavern.

“ Tha path along the edgo of this water was wes
and slippery, and sometimes so very narrow  that
I could hardly set ono foot befuro the other.

* Notwithstanding, I wandered with plcnsuro on
this subtosrancous shore, and was regaling mysel(
with the intoresting contemplation of all these va-
ricys wonderful objeets, in this land of darkuess,
and shadow of death,—when, ali at once, some-
thing like music at & distance sounded ja my cars.
1 instantly stopped, full.ofamunishmenty aud vages-

ly asked my guide what this mosot. 1o amwered,

“Only have paticpesy. and §you shall soon see,”
But as we advapced, the sounds of finrmony sesms
ed to dic away, the nobvo locamo weaker, aad at
leagth 1t appenred to dwindie wto a rentlo nssing
or bum, IiEo distant drops os falling ram.

» 1113 not difficult to tiungine how groat was mny
wonder, when ere long I actually saw and foli a
violeat show or of rasn falllug from thoe rack as from
a thuck <loud, throatening to extingush our eandles,
and feave us o entire darkness, It was this that
had caused the wolanchioly sound which T bed
heard at a distance, tho soft notes of which had
heen assisted by the distant echo.

'To this shower which foll from the cailing or
roof of the cavern thirough tho vems of tho rock,
the inhabitants had gnen the name of n unzzlng
rain.

* We continued onr march along tho sides of the
water, and often saw on its bauks large apertures
of tho rock, which seomed to be unew or
sul ordinate caverns, all of which we passed with-
out lovkmg iuto. At leogth wy guide prepired wme
fur one of the finest sights wo gad yot bu{lcld, and
which was soon to buvst on opr viow.

“Weo hud gone but adew pacos farther, when
wo entered what might casily be taken {ora ma-
jestic temple, with lofty arches, supported by beau-
1ifu) pillars, formed by tho plastic hand of some in-
geuious artist. .

 This subterrancous templo, iu tho structure of
which no huwan hand had Eomo a part, appearcd
to me at that moment to surpass all the most stu-
pendous buildings ¥ had ever scen, in poust of ro-
gularity, magnificence, and beauty.

* Deoply itnpressed with awe and reverence at
this grand displuy of the Creator’s worke, wmy mind
beeame insensibly solemuizod ; aud I felt that it
hecane e silenily 1o adore the Author of all, and
acknowledgo the hand of the divino Architeet.
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Grx. xxiv. 2, 3.
FASTERN MANNER OF SWEARING.

Me. Bruce informs us, that in his passage up the
Nile, at a place calleg Shekh Amner, the people,
{after Joining hauds, répcated ‘a prayer, in which
jthey invoked curses upon themselves and their
children, if ever they lifted their hands agaiust him
liin the field, the desert, or the river; und bound
themselves to prateet him, or his, who should fly
to them for refuge, even at the risk of their own
lives, their families and their fortunses.  This wan-
uer ofjoiuing‘ hands may cast somo light upen Prov.
x2 21, and 2 Kings, x. 15. It appears that Abra-
ham's ancient mauner of swearing, had becn to
lift up his hand unto the Lord, as he informs the
Kiug of Sodom, Gen. xiv. 22, And thus in Homer
jwo read of Agamemuou,

To all the Gods bis sceptre he uplifts.

But when the Lord had covenanted with Abraham,
and enjoined circutncision as the proper sign and
seal af that covenant. thensthe mode of swea ug
appears to have been altered; thonce, when his
servant would swear to be faithful 10 his master's
ordors, he is to put his hand uwader his master's
thigh, aud swear by the covenant of circumcisica:
this is the maaner in which Joseph. swore to meet
the wishes of his fathor Israel, chap. xlvii. £9.
Some suppose that this ceremony had some relation
to their faith io the promise of God, 10 bless all the
natious of the earth by means of one that was te
doscend from Abraham. Harmer.

o
Gexn. xxiv. 16.
ANCIENT \WELLS AND PITCHERS.

It appears from various authority, that some of
the wells in the enst were furnished with a flight of
stops down to tho water, -which-appears to be the
case with the woll beforo us. There are wells in
Persia and Arabia in the driest places, and ahove
all in the Indics, with teorhs and basins of stoncs
by the side of them.” It i mardifest. that this well,
fad sowething of. this king,.as 2lso the Arabino
well, 10 which the daughters of Jethro resorted.
Ex. it. 1. - VIR e .

Sur I, Uhardin sags-that Ta Arabin, and other
places, thoy, cover abeiryvellsyleas.the sand, which
1s mucly agitatéd by the. windse should stop them up,
So we find Gen, xxix. 1. thd¢'they tE_ered‘ thej
(ks iofetlis GutIrd ety Spthal oo wel? Sy
baviog " drawn 28 miucl watdd dswas pectssdty,

they covered it up sgaln Immediately. o sayy
he has known tho Easterns lock up their wells o
ristorns, wheo wator has beer seafce.

Niebubr informs us that some of the wells ato an
hundred aod sixty feot deop, dug out in sloping
ground.  Accarding to Thévenot, the peoplo sre
olliged to ecarry Jines nnd lesiborn buckots with
the, to draw water ; and with these the merchants.
who travel in caravaas, aro gencrslly furnshea.
This reininds ng of tho languago of the woman of
Yamann to our Lord, Ssr thou Aast nofhumg &
draw with and the well i3 deep—John iv. 11.
Howmer mentions the custom of wommea being em-
Ylo_-,cd i drawing water among the Phanciavs, and
arstrygimans.  De. Shaw says, the Moorish wo-
wen i Bachary ue their sucking clildren behind
them, and travel with their pit.berc or gaatskins,
two or three miles, to get water. This custow
prevails in aucient Greoeo, and in other piaces.

The pitcher was a vessel much liko our jars, aud
made of earth, which the Eastern wotnen used to
curry on thewr shdulder ; yet that which was given
to Hagar was probably a leathern botde, or vassel
made of & shin. HarnER.
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Gen. xxtv. 22,
EASTERN ORNABIENTS.

It appears from Siv I. Ghardin, that the Asiatic
females wore the most cumbrous oimaments.  Someo
of their ear-rings wero extremely large, wade of
several kinds of metal, wood, um{ horu, accordin
to the quabty of the people, and ornamerted wit!
different sorts of weighty pendents, which widen
the hole of the ear to an amazing size. Some of
thase rings are ornamented with figures or charms,
which, the Iadians say. are ptesérvatives against
enchantment. Perhaps the ear-rings, which Jaceb
buried with the strange gods of his family, were of
this deseription. Gen. xxxv. 4. Tho bracelets put
upon Rebeeea weighed about five ounces; bur
Cliardin satys, he bus scen them so ponderous, asto *
resemble manacles rather than bracelets.  The fo-
inales wear so many of them, as to cover the arm
from the wrist to the olbow. Poor people have
their ornaments of glass or horn. Thesc are thet
riches, which they rarely remove from their bodies.

Chardin, who had large concerns in the jowel
way, says, it was common for the Eastern_fernales
to wear a gold ning in the left nostril, whiclr was
bored low in the middle. This ring was ebmmonly
ornamented with two pearls, and a ruby between.
That gentleman supposes, that the ring spoken of,
v. 47. was _not an ornmnent for the forehedd, as
we read, Fvek. xvi. 12. but that it should have
heen translated, I put the ring on ker nose. 'They
wore only one, and hence but one is mentioned.
Harmer is of opinion, that certain passages in fsaiah.
Ezekiel, and the Proverbs, should be understood
accordingly. Mungn Park says, that the gold about
an African lady of consequenve, in full dress, mpay
be worth from fifty to cighry pounds sterling. K Men
as well as womén, wear ornaments*in their: eats.
Exod. xxxii. 2. Judges, viii. 24. - Hanxer.
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GeR. x3v. 65. .
VEILS USED BY FEMALES !N' THE EAST.

This was the ceremony of predenting a bride to
her intended husband. Dr. Pussel gives us ap ac
couut of a Maronite wedding, in whicli tho bride's
veil diffored from veilsin common, she boing veilpd
all over, “and that with red gauze. Rebecea’s veil
was doubdess appropricic to that solemnity, in
which she was probably preseoted 1o Isaae, in form,
by her nurse and the other fomale “atféndants.—
Harmer. Kebeeea's coverfng((ixérs.olf thay be dés
sidered as au expression.of virkif fdddaty aud” ro-
verence. : v

C— .
Rooks were formerly so scarcd aud deft ¥s 10 to
heyond the rich of comnmon peopld. | ‘A-small hbroy
cost a great osinte. The Qoithtins of Anjoir pid
for a capy of the hontilies 8F Hattion, fewe Hontirdd
sheep, five quarters of whent; ghd 41 Sahp> qiantity
of rye and millet. R R
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