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The boys noticed that their goid-fislî changcd celer
tiirce tinies,-tho yoIing ones being biack, tiien
gradually tuyning to nP. crimson geld color, thon
bccomng wvitc or peari-color, and, lastIy, becom-
ing white al over. Sonie, lîowcver, did flot change
at ali but rctained tlheir original black. Thcy
proved thinseives to bc extreinely hardy, living
and iiiiitipiyIng, ivhetiîer the wvatcr becarne vcry
%varm lun suinuner, or %vlîetiîerfrozeîî ever in %iinter.
In i)roess of finie the pond fairiy swarmoed witl
them, uintil the boys cnagdifs dimensions, by
scoopin]g it out to twvice flic original size. Thecy
frequently imused thecinsclves ivitii féeding them,

unti tu fiii ecaie erfcti tae.Bill Spangier,
who seeîaed to e ic ore fond of pets tliau. the otlîcrs
tauglit thein io rie fo the surface of theic atcr by
druinining, on a piece of board. On sucli occasions
th'eir grat broad sidus, o n a brighit sunîîner day,
couid bu seen giistening in the sun ail oer tlie
pond. Tliy took food readily as it wvas thrown. to
thein, stncb as crtinibs of bread or erackers, dough,
warmns, or grassheppers.

Tlicir pond cf goid-fisiî becaine se great a cuiriosi-
ty th>ît tflii eiglibers camne froia far and necar te
rue it, theugli it îîever %vas a sour<.e of mucli profit.
Uncle Benneit considered if a recreation as wvell as
a study, and about the clîeapest amilsemient that

coud hve eci dvisd.It cestonly alittie labor
to establish if, and -%vas a perinanent objecf cf in-
terest.

But their amusements were net always exempt
froim accidents. One day whleri the boys ,vere

~iicar flic baîrn for the first miu.sie cf the
Binrhon ill Spangier thiouglit lie %vouid amnuse

hiniseif a finy minutes, by way of filliing Up) tiînc,
wvitli curry ng up the pigs TJakzing up his ieng
stick, witlî the eld curry-cemb oii (>1e end cf it, lie
reaehed over the side cf the pen te bîgin operations.
But hoe lad searcely began te scratch amnong lus

pes hdt is cyu liglited on a strange animal
squatting dowvî in a corner cf the l)Cf. Bilit had
xîever before seen suclu a creaturc, and did not know
ivlat it iras. 1le thougit if abeauttifullutile thing,
-about a Ceet long, cf dark celor, wvitii whitislh
stripos running dewni its liackz, a busby tal, and
stiert lecgs. Bi gazcd îuîd iwcxdered, aîîd stcppcd
currj ing ftie pigs. If presentiy eccurred te iii

that lie %'ould stir up the trneanimal itiî bis
curry-comub, te lcarn. a litIe mnorc.ibout ivhat it mvas.
Se, renchiiig ever to wherc it lny, lie began polzing
at if quite vigorcusly.

The beautiful little stranger iras very far frem.
rclishing tlîis; unicereoiionin hind of trcatinent,
and, making 'asuilden jiinîp round, prescnteil hie
tail te Blli instead cf bis litad. Thiis se aniiised

bill that lie poked a little barder, expccfing aneflier
cqualiy funuy mxoveomcut. But) in place cf any-

349 1

thing tri laugli at, the animal suddenly discharged
at Bill a streain cf semething wverse than any brim-
stone lie hnd ever amui1t. It scemod te have taken
direct aimi at lus facee. The peor bey Nvas haîf
stifled. H1e theuglit, nt flic moent, tlîat at se!ne
finie or etiier lie lia- encoutotred ail kiuds cf ieud
amolli but ivas noiv satisfied f lat tiîis iras flie loud-
est and mnost terrible of ail. Everything areund
hiu semzd te turii blue-iîis eyes ivere haif
blinded, aad lie began te féei Ilie vemifing. What;
becamie cf flue animal lie neitiier kniew ner eared,
having iverse fhiuugs te fhink cf. Ia his terrible
disfress lue set cff fer fli lieuse. The hemr had
bicîra for dimîner, but Biii had net licard, it; and,
as tu appetitc, if luad Vanislied.

Ile entered flue door îvith bis iuands ever his face,
scbbing and crying, and fotind tue; family at dianer.
Instantiy every co drepped bis knife, and bogan
snuffing. Tiien a stiddun pîiff cf ivind camne in vit
ftic door, and tlic whiole diîiaer-party startud up És
as if tlicy aise hi d had briînstoîîe put under their
noss ett flue saine time uttering ail semis cf cries.
The girls rail cnt cf doors -iviflu thocir aprens over
thecir faces, and MmS. Spangler screamed eut,-

"9Wlierc have yen been ? WVhat's the matter
%vith yen1 ?"

O, I3 doiitklnow, replied Bill, crying louder than,
befere.

i&Get <unt of flic lieuse!" exI\caiined bis niether-
~Wiat oin earth ails ye ?"l

&'Net mmcili I guess,"l repliei flue father, quiefiy,
"Figlîting iif somefhing, I reekeon."1

C&Yes," added Uncle Benny, ccfighting a skunk!1
and flic cld mnanriin spite cf flue smetiî)eiing atmes,
pliec fliat nowrfilied ail tliaz part cf flic lieuse, sat
dewvn, and laticid se lieartily ns fe rouse tlie anger
cf Mus. Spangler evea to telling hlie ho ad botter,
clear eut aise.

'Ihe fact iras, cvcry eue ivas glad te get omit into
flue open air Nvitheut -%aiting te bc teld. If -was
aIse too truc that Bui iad been amxusing luimscîf
iif fliaf inmst daîigcreus rural piaytliing, a slzi'nk,

and hiad suftèred flic terrible bapfisn whieh invamia-
-bly follows the indulgence cf sucli a recatien.-
Seveme as if is, it scnmeli never fails te, drairferth
flic ridicule cf ail Nrituessos, iwhie if but arely ex..
cites flic qymnpafly cf any.

But an onsianglit cf this hind ia experieneed by
îîiauy counitry boys af some pericui cf tlueir lives.
Thjose whei couragousiy cceop under barns ia'search
cf c.ggs are oftexi drivoît eut upon flic double qicèk,
fuct forcineat, by attacks cf fuis kind, getting se
mnucli more tbhmn they bargained for ns nover te have
plîick uneugli te isk. a second skirinisli with sucli
an ecmy. TVien an. niglit, Nvlioa walicin- alonga
niarreîv pafli, or inm fli open yard arenn.l flue lieuse,
the umisoon cncnuy lies in ivait, :uud instcad cf get-
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