
TITE DEPENDENCE 0F MIND UPON NATTER~.

systema against which the materialistie doctrines are a prctcst, ticy
have made it more intensely spiritual than. before, tlîus widcning the
breacli and increasing the causes of revoit.

The resuit of a receut post 2ýèoîtcm examination on ai man who lind
committed suicide in a prolouged fit of' ibject meianchoiy, wvas the
ffiâcovery that a spiinter of boue liad been detached fromn the skuil aud
ivas lodged in such a position that it inust have irritated the brain of the
deceased. The verdict ivas te, the cfflict that the irritation caused by
the particle of bouc, badl produced the me]anchoiy mood that made
life seem unenduriable to, the victinu. Tlhis verdict wvas accepted by
ail parties as perfectiy reasonabie, and ne one lias yct raized bis voice
to dispute it or to, show Nvherein it clashes with tlic pet theories of
Christendom. That it does clash w'ith tlic common estimate of mimd
as distinguished from miatter cannot be dispute(]. It shows that the,
mimd may, by a physical agent, be, thrown into a mood thiat wi11 bring
a train of thouglit ieadingr to t1 ic commission of tlic crime of suikic,.
It must be remembered that this man wvas conscions of no pzir,-' 'fat
lic continued te practise his vocation up to the very day on -%vi.icl lie
kiiiedl huîseif,-aud that there was uo previous evidence- u îi iii'eing
out of his riglit, mmnd. So liere is a cîcar case of mimd uuder the do-
minion of matter.

If the protrusion into the braiin of a particle of boue of a particular
size iih produce tue desire te kili, oneseif, wlîy may not the protru-;ion
of a partic]e of slightiy different size, or of tive or more particks, pro-
duce the desire te, kili some one cise, or to steal, or to, commit some
(fther crime? If meiancholy may be produced by a certain amount of'
irritation or compression, why xnay flot mirthfulness, benevolence or any
other quaiity be the resuit of perfect freedom from irritation or comn-
pression? 1v is net at ail necessary that a particie of bouc should be
dctaclîed from, the skull to, forma an irritant. The shape of' the skçull
itself' rua determiîne the prevaiiing mental condition. Then instead of
attributing the grow'th of' a particular organ to, the cuitivation or de-
veiopment of tlue facuities wvhich, it indicates, as phrenoiogists de, it
rnight be assumed that the naturai eniargeunent of îhat portion of the
skuil lad compressed thec brain, or expandcd its dwelling place, iu such
a way as to increase the activity and relative influence of the particu-
lar fitculty of the mind for -%vhichi the organ is named. This is on the
:supposition that the plirenological, division of the brain into portionq
represcnting the varions faculties of thc mnd, is correct. It -%ould be
intcresting to, know ivhetiîer the irritation thuat produced despair in the
mmnd of the suicide alluded to was in the portion of the brain to whicli
tue phrenologist wouid ascribe it; but there is ne published informa-
tion as to, that. It is perfectly clear, thougliY, that a minute particle
of boue chauged this man's mind from cbecrfilness te, melancholy and
flnaily te despair; and it is fair to, suppose that some disturbing phy-
sical cause miglit change virtue to, vice, kindliness to cruclty, or charity
to intolerance. The supposi:Xm is worthy of bein- taken into consid-
eration by scientists, and made the subjeet of careful investigation
whenever proper subjeets for anatomical inspection are available.


