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Suppose wo tako a shawl and sprecd
it on the floor, we shull notice at once
that it cousists of two parts. ‘The chicf
porlivn is the main body of the shawl,
but it is swrrounded by n fringe or
border. Now, a farm is like a shawl,
It hos its mmin body of duties, whick are
the provinee of the farmer himself'; but
there is an ngricultural fringe of duties
which fall sore clearly into tho provineo
of the furmer's wifo, It is to this “agri-
cultural fringa®” that I propose to direct
your attention this afternoon, the more
‘eapecitilly s in this show you will find
Mustrated soe of the most succeseful
restilts of the attention to it which hus
been given by farmers wives aud
Haughters in Ireland.

" In France special agricultural instruc-
on s given in the clementary schools in
bome country districts to girls as well as
boys. When this system was first sug-
getted, the proposer said, “ Could not
woinen otherwisé tax us with selfishness,
and reprdach us with oceupying olirselves
too exclusively and with aa almost
Jealotis care with all ihat directly regards
thie farmer, as if it wero likely'wo should
gnin anything hy veglecting ot disguising
the important, i’ not preponderating,
part in the work which the wifs of the
farmer is called apon to undertake?’
Again, ““ We state nothing which is not
strictly accurate when wo affirm that
thero is no well-directed or lucratjve
fapn in which half at least of the merit
is not dircetly dyo to the mistress of the
honse.” "I am entjrely of this opinion,
aund so apparently are the Committee of
the Royal Dublin Society, and so are
those ladies who are managing with such
great credit to themsclves, and such
Ffeat advaniage to the couniry, the
emalo division of the Muuster Dairy
School, |
‘ THE SCHOQI,.

Some people, however, have a different
gpinion. Only a month ago I read the
following editoriul note in an English
aguiciitural: newspaper 3 <— “ Feminine
activities are tho most obstinately illogical
of all nytural phonomena.”

The -earliest agricultural school was
established by~ King William I of
Prussin, at Konigshart, in Brandenburg,
in 1722, Tir thoss days only corn-
growing was practised in that distriet ;
but the king obtained the services of n
Duteh duiryman and his wife, and
established o duiry school to which the
authorities covld send reslly well-
conducted duugbters of farmers from
districts where cattlg were reared, These
gitls wotked as ordinary dairymaids for
two years, and before they left they wero
hound to make some butter without help
from anyome,  Frequently the king
himsclt acted as judge of the butter thus
made ;3 Lot whethier or no, it the butter

was good tho dairy girl received five
pounds (a Jarge sum in those days and in
that district) from thoe royul purse nsa
wedding present,  Tho historian of this
school indicates that the meuey wos
usually soon required for ils legitimato
purpose. But-whethen or no, it is cloar
thut: mow thau a century and o half ago
this practical Prussian monarch recog-
niged distinotly that skill in the manage-
ment of a . iry was “one of the duties
of a farmer’s wifo.”

THE DAIRY,

"This part of the “ agricultural fringe ®
of which I have spoken no doubt claims
the Hrst place in our consideration, Its
importauco on some farms, and especially
in Ireland, would overshadow that of the
farm itself, if it were not that the form
wero the milk-producing machine. Still,
the vaelue of the milk to the dairy furmer
depends entirely upon the skill with
which it is converted by his wife and
dairymoid into butter or cheese, unless,
indeeq, he sells it in an ummanufactured
condition, as milk itself, to g large town,
No person who bas the least knowledge
of the subject will deny the vast impor-
fance of the duties of a furtmer's wifo'on
a dairy farm.  From the very beginning
of the dairying she shou]d exercise thoge
qualities without which successful duiry-
ing is an impossibility. You have been
Iectured over and over aguin about the
necessity of cleanliness, When do you
begin to seo its necessity 3 Is it in the
condition of your hands or that of the
cow's udder, or does it only begin with thy
wilk pail and tho other dairy implements?
Then do yon consider whether your dairy
is free from oll kinds of bad suclis?
Do yon keep bacon, or cheese, or othes
strong-emelling eubstances in the same
apartment a3 the milk, or the tream or
the butter? Pérhaps in Ireland I may
be forgiven for saying that there is
nothing so fatal to the making of good
hutter as the neighhourhood of the
cleanest pig in the world—unless, per.
haps, it is that of the dirtiest, '

T.will agsume that the cows are milked
properly with clean Lands, that tlicir
udders have been very carefully washed,
aud that all the duiry utensils have been
scrupulonsly wasked immediately after
they wore last used.  The next thing is
to take the cream off.the milk quite
sweet, and take no skim-milk off with
it. Do not be greedy, beeause it does nut
pay iu the lung run. Leonfidently appeal
to the successiul pupils of your Muuster
dairy school. I do not object to the
creain being kopt for a certain time after
it has once heen separated from the milk
in a sweet condition, provided always
that it is not kept in a pantry, but in a
cool and clean place of its own., Aunother
wost importany point, most difficult to

teach peoplo, is that the churning should
be stopped as soon as the butter comes,
when it is in griins like turnip seeds,
and then it should bs all washed to get
out the buttermilk, While it is still in
the churn is best, but that is a minor
matter.

It is not necessary to go through the
whole process of butter-moking, but
thero is one other matter that is very
usually lost sight of-—I mean the necos-
sity of all wooden utensils vod being
thoroughly wet. If this is not the cuso
the butter will stick te them, jts gmin will
bo spoiled, its quality ryined forever. In
“ muking ” the butter, treat itus tenderly
as a baby, for fear of Treaking ifs griu,
These are somo details too generully
overluoked, and now 1 gomo to unnther,
Before you send the bujter to market,
make it up in such o way that it will
cuptute the eye, It is wot sufficient to
appeal only to tho taste, good looks, as
every woman knows, count for a goud
deal with men; aud in the United
Ringdom most of the butter mesckants
belong to the sterner sex.
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In councetion with the dairy, the pig,
to which I have alluded, i3, no doubt,
a very valuuble means of utilising refuse
muterial, and I do not wish to speak
disparagingly of an auimal whieh is said
to confor immense benefits upon the
Inndlords of Ireland ; but I object to
thuse, who perforz the duties of the
duiry having anything to do with the
feeding und tending of the pig. T will
enly add that there éhn scarcely be a
greater mistake than to believe that it is
guod for the pig to wallow in mire,
Like other animals, ho is benefited by
attention to ‘the cleanliness ond the
healthiness of his habitation. Bup if,
during his lifetime, the care of the pig
shoulid devolve upon the farmer, thero
can -be no question that, after he has
como to the natural end of all pigs—that
ig to say, after ho hug been killed—the
farmer’s wife bas very important duties
to perform. The most handsome pig
that ever lived may be cowmpletely
spoiled by ihe ignorent “curing” of bis
hams aud bacon, Before this stage is
renched, however, it should be carefully
nuted that tae furmer's wife cannot
*cure” into grod bacon the sides of a
pig that has been impproperly fed,
especially during the lest few weeks of
its existence. During that critical period,
no strong tasting food should be given.
None of the pickings up in the farmyard
or the Toadside should be allowed. Lven
Indian meal, ox muize meal, as it 4s now
often termed, is much too, strongly
flavoured. To the refuse of the dairy
aedd barley meal or oatmenl, and I do nut
uvbject to o proportion of potatoes, if




