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headings such as these :—** Triumph of
Federal policy—No embargo—No French
party—A return of peace, prosperity, and
commerce.”

Mr. Erskina's arrango-

mwent disuvowed by the
British Government.

In proportion to this
enthusiastic joy were the
depression in some quarters, and the indig-
nation in others, when, on the 20th July,
three weeks after the adjournment of Con-
gress, information reached the United States
that Mr. Canning had declared in the Iouse
of Commons, that the arrangement made by
Mz, Erskine was wholly unauthorised by his
instructions, and that the goverpment could
not ratify it. A very grave charge against
the good faith of the government was ad-
vanced by the opposition in both Iouses of
Parliament ; and, in order to rebut this, the
instructions were eventually printed and laid
open to publie juspection. The correctness
of Mr. Canning’s statement was then appa-
rent, viz.: that Mr. Erskine had acted not
only inconsistently with, but in contradiction
to his orders; and the oppositien  were
silenced. A comparison of the correspon-
dence between Mr. Erskine and the American
government with Mr. Canning’s despateh to
the former, does indeed eshibit the alleged
contradiction in a very strong light; for,
whilst in the eorrespondence no mention is
made of any condition besides the withdrawal
of the Non-intercourse Act, Mr. Canning
in his despateh specifies #hree conditions on
which the recall of the Orders was to be con-
tingent. “First—the repealing as to Great
Britain, but the keeping in force as to France,
and all conntries adopting her decrees, so
long as these deerees were continued, all ex-
isting American non-importation and non-
intercourse acts, and acts excluding foreign
ships of war. Second—the yenunciation by
the United States, during the present war,
of any pretensions to carry on any trade with
the colonies of belligerents, not allowed in
time of peace; and, third—the allowing
British ships of war to enforce by capture
the American non-intercourse with France
and her allies.”  'With terms so express and
positiveas these before him, it seems amazing
that Mr. Erskine should have ventured to
conclude even 3 * conditinnal agreement’’ as
he deseribed that into which he entered,

merely on the single condition of the with-
drawal of the Non-intercourse Act as re-
garded Great Britain. But the British En-
voy, though ready to put a liberal interpre-
tation on his instructions, was not so ven-
turous as might at first sight appear. Mr.
Madison—so uneasy was he under his poli-
tical dilemma, and so anxious to extricate
himself from it even with humiliation—had,
in words, conceded substantially all the de-
mands of the British Government; to make
those concessions definitive was beyond his
power, as it was indispensable to refer them
to Congress, which was not at that time in
session. His-perplexitics lead us to the con-
vietion that he would have kept his word,
and done his best to obtain from Congressits
sanction of his verbally expressed under-
standing with Mr. Erskine. That gentleman
trusted to Mr. Madison’s good faith : Mr.
Canning, we suspeet, did not. * The refu-
sal of the English Ministry to ratify Mr.
Furskifle’s arrangement,” writes Mr. Alison,
“although justified in point of right by
Napoleon’s violence, and Mr. Erskine’s de-
viation from his instructions, may now well
be characterized as one of the most unfortu-
nate resolutions, in point of expediency, ever
adopted by the British Government; for it
at onee led to the renewal of the Non-inter-
course Act of the United States; put an en-
tire stop for the next two years to all com-
merce with that country; reduced the ex-
ports of Great Britain fully o third during
the most critical and important year of the
war; and, inits ultimateresults, contributed
to produce that unhappy irritation between
the two countries, which has never yet, not-
withstanding the strong bonds of natural in-
terest by which «they ave conuected, been
allayed” On the Uth August, in conse-
quence of the non-fulfilment of the Erskine
arrangement, the President issued a procla-
mation withdrawing the proclamation pre-
viously issued; thereby leaving in full effect
the Non-intercourse Act both against Great
Britain and France.

Mission and Recall of

Mr. Erskine was re-
Mr. Jackson. * e wa

called, and suceeceded by
Mr. Francis James Jackson, who arrived av
Washington in the month of October. Ile
had done his country service at Copenhagan,



