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with Uice congratulations of the Eînperor on the power titan 1 possess ; on the coutrary, I aim the
accession of the present Ministry : particularly of first to tell jou that our geat, per'laps our only
Lord Aberdeen, Ilwitli whoni hie liad been ae. danger, is that which would arise front ait exten-
quainted for nearly forty years, and for whorn lic sien given to an empire alrcady too large.
entertainied equal regard and esteeni." Tite Em. 'Close to us lies Turkey, and, in our liresent
per %wi.lied that a good understanding shotild condition, nothing better (,an be desired for our
exist betwveeni Englind and Russia. Il Wlîen we interests; the tintes have gone by îvlicn ive lîad
are agreed, I am, quite without anxiety as to the anything to fear froni tie fanlatical spirit or the
Westoof Europe ; it is immnaterial what tic otbers iiilitary enterprise of the Turks, aiid yet the
niay tlîink or do. As to Turkey, that is another coîntry is strong enougli, or lias hiflierto beent
ques9tion ; that, country is iii a critical state, and strong enough te preserve its iîîdepenideîîce, and
snay give us ail a grreat decl of trouble." Sir IL. te ensure respectfüt treatinent fron other coun-
Seyînour pressedl f-or somo additional assurances tries.
on1 this point:- Il ' Wcll, in that empire there are several mit-

The Biînperor's words and manner, aîthougli lions of Christians whose interests I arn cailed
Btill very kind, shioved that, lus M1cjesty hiad no upon to watchi over (surveilleuj, wvhile the right
intention of speakhinig te nie of tho deinonstration of doing se is secnred te mne by treaty. 1 may
whieh lie is about te make in the South. Ile truiy say that 1 mnake a moderato and sparitng use
said, hoivever, at first wvithi a littie hiesitation, but, of iny right, and 1 will freciy eoiifess thatoit is
as lie proceeded, in an open and unliesitating one wichel is attended wvidh Obligations occasion-
mannier-' The affitirs of Tterkey are in a very ally very incenvenient - but I cannot recedte fromn
disorganizcd condition; the country itself scuns theý diseharge of adistinctdnty. Our re ain s
te be ialling to, pieces (inciuace rzzi7e); the faitl establishied in tluis conintryl caiiic te us front Use
will bc a great inisfortiine, and it is very inipor- East, and thero are feeling"s, as wil as obliga-
tant that England & Plussie should corne te, a per- tiens, which neyer mniist ho lest, .iglut of.
fectiy gol understanding upon tiiese nfflirs, and "Now, Turkey, iii tlue coiditioui which I have
tliat neitiier should tako any ilecisive step of which described, lbas by deôrees falon into such a state
thse other is niotapprised." of decrepitude, tliat as I told yent tue otlier niglit

"I observed iii a few words, tluat I rejoiced te eager as wc cil are for tiue prolonged existenice
hear that bis luaperial Majesty hield this language; of tie mnan (and tlîat I ain as desirous as you can,
that tîxis was ccrtainilv the view I took of the be. for the ceutinuanco of bis life, I be- yent te
manner in wvîicli the Tnrkish question was te bc believe), lie înay suuddeuuly die uîpoua aur biande
treated. (nous rester sur le b)as); wve canuiot resiscitate

Tenez,' Uic Emper said, as if procceding wliat is dtead; if the Turkish empire falîs, it faits
with. luis rcisark, «tenez; nous avons sur les bras te rise ne more; and 1 put it te you, tierefore,
uts homme malade-un huomnme gravement nia- ivlietlîcr it is net better te be provided before,
lade; ce sera, je vous le dis franchement, n band for a contingency, tlîan te ineur tlue chaos,
grand nmalhueur si, un de ces jours, il devait nous confusion, and the ccrtainty of a European war,
ecîsapper, surtout avant que toutes les dispositions ail of wluicli nmust attend the catastrophe if it
necesaires fussent ne prises. Mais enfin ce n'est siuould occur unexpectcdly, and before souno ul-
peint le mionent de vous parler de cela.' terior systems bas been sketclîed ? Thiis is thse

"lIt was clear tiat the Emperor did net intend point te wlîiel I mia desirous tiat yen should
te prolong the conversation. I tlierefore said, caîl the attention of your Governosent.'
Votre Majesté est si gracieuse au'elle rmc per- 'Sir,' I replied, 'yotir Majesty is se frank

mettra dc loi faire encore une observation. Votre with mie that I arn sure you ivill have thse good-
Majesté dit que l'homme est malade; c'est bien ness te permit me te spcak iwitls tlîe saine open-
vrai, niais votre Majesté daignera .n'excuser si je ness. I wonld then observe tluat, deplorablo as
lui fais observer, que c'est a l'hommnegenereux is the condition of Turk-ey, it is a country %vhich
et fort de nionager l'homme malade et foible.' lias been pluniged in difficolmies supposed by

IlThe Emiperor themi tookelc ave of me in a many te, be insuriueuntzable. With regard te
mannet ivliîch coiuveyed tlîe impression of uîy contingent arranîgemnents, 11cr Majuity's Gevern-
having. at Ieat, net given ofl'ence, and again ci- ment, as your Majcsty is well aware, objects, «as
pressedl bis intention of seuding for me on soume a general mIle, te taking engagements upon pes-
future day.> sible eventualities, aud would, permaps, be pasr.

On the 23rd of January the Emperer was more ticulariy disincliicd te doing se in this instance.
explicit. If I snay be allowed to say se, a great disincli-

IlI found bis Majesty clone ; ho received me nation miglut ho expected in Eiland to disposing
with gt est kinduess saying, that I hiad ssppearcd by anticipation of the succession of an old fricnd
desirous te speak te luirn upon Eastern affuirs; aud ally.'
that, on bis side, tisero was ne indispositon te, do Il'Tite mule is a goosi one,' the Emper F'e
se, but that ho mustbegin nt a remoto pcriod. plied, «good at ail ime,-;, cspecially iu tisses o[

Yen knew,' luis Majesty said, 1the dreams uncertainty aud chiange, like the presenit ,still it
and plans in iwhich the Empress Catharine was in is of tho'grcatest importanice tîsat vve shoulsi un-
the habit of indulging; these were handed douvu derstand ene anothcr, and i ot alloiv cvents te
to eur ime; but while I inherited immense terri- take us by surprise:
$.orial. possessions, I disi net iuuherit those visions, Il The conversation passed te thse eV ents of thse
tho2o intentions, if you liko te cati, the-m eo. on day, when the Emperr hriofly i ccapitulatcd his
thie contrary, rny country is se vast, s0 happiiy dlaims upon tho Huoly rlaccs-claims recognised

oircumstanced, i every way, that it would ho un by t'he firman of lust Fcbruary, and con tlrrned
reasonable, in me to desire more territury or more by a I!anction te which luis Majesty said lie at-


