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dowed us ail with the saine tastes and
talents. Add to, this the fact that the ob-
Jects of sone studies are so diverse, rc-
quiring habits of thought iii a nweasure
antagonistic. and we caiînot fail to recog-
nize thiat optioîîal, courses are based on
grave anîd solid reasoiis. It may be urged
that the young student is not iii a position
to judg.e the studies for ivhiclî lie is natur-
ally adapted ; but lie wvill very early mani-
fest to his teachers the natural bent of his
tastes and aptitudes, and it 15 the teacher's
duty to, guide Iimiii ich selection of bis
course. It must flot be forgotten, either,
that an optional course is obligatory in a
sense ; littie is Ieft to individual judgment.
The Ulniversity groups together kindred
subjects, and wvhile requiring of the stu-
dent greater proficiency ini the group or
groups of his: choice, obliges inii to obtain

acertain standing in others.

On the otiier hand, the very fact of hav-
ing to study that for wvhich we have no
decided taste or even a ipositive dislike, is
not without ats good features. Not the
least of these is the energy acquired in
bringing ourselves to disaigrecable tasks
as well a-, to those more in accordance
with our inclination. He ivili but poorly
learn the great lesson of life who is incap-
able of niastering the caprices of taste.
Moreover, precisely those faculties which
are a.dniittedly tic Nveakest are the Ieast
developed by speciai ',indics. The proper
iiiie for speciahties, therefore, appears to,
bc afier the general developinent affordcd
by an obligatory course of studies. Even
wvhere o)ptions are alloivcd, onily thc genlus
ivili attain enîinence. Now, w-e hoid that
g--nius Nvil niake its way after ail the aids
of the University are wvifhdrawn. ý%Vitncss
the case of Mr. Charles B3aillargé, of Que-
bec. The niost ardent admirer of Quebec
collegiate cducation wilit hardly inaintain
that any great facilities are there offered
for the study of miatheniatics, yet Mr
Baillargé discoved the prisnîodal formula
a discovery of inmnense practical value

and onuj of the niost important additions
to, nathiematical science nmade in recent
times.

It niust be borne in nîind, also, whien
comparing the results of Protestant and
Catholic uiiiversity iwork, in the English-
speaking wvorld. that it is cither Irish or
foreigiiers who control our higher educa-
tional institutions. 'l'lie former are just
recovering fromn the effects of the penal
laws, and are still laboring under tic great-
est of ail difficulties-lack of mneans and
leisure for intellectual pursuits. In a fair
field these difficulties soc'n disappear, so,
we may expect in the near future a great
advancenient of highier educational work
in Canada and the Ujnited States. Then
shail the question of tic arrangenient of
our collegiate courses receive a greater
mecasure of attention, and in the Iight of
experience a judicious conîbination of the
two systemis will be nmade, to meet the ex-
iencies of the the times and circunistances
in whichi ive shall find ourselves.
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If wve stanîd aside froin Uie beaten track
upon %which the masses journey, and note
the wvîde-spread tendency of the age, we
wvill be forced into, tic admi~ssion thiat
virtue is micasured by tic standard of
utility ; and, unfortunately, the mob it is
tlîat assumes Uic duty of judging virtue
ly this standard. \Vhatcver does not, to
its nîind, conduce to, înan>s pleasure, pro-
vide hini with something thiat wvould fMI
to the brimi tic cup) of sensual enjoyinent,
cannot receive its sanction or encourage-
ment. Hence philosophy suffers froni
lack of patronage. For the educated
nîind, liowever, phlosophy lias charms of
a de,!I> and abiding nature ; as 'veil as a
significance thit is, ini no way, lessened by
tie fact that the less cultured endeavor to,
frown down its importance and influence.
With its importance, the student, who is


