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1)ied and xvith which, it wvil continue to wrestie. Th'lis is noune
the less true wheitn it is admiitted thiat philosophy is criticaily
-in.lytie and synthictic iii its inetliod, and postulates, as Lotze
says, « the existence ini the -world at large of a, trath w'hich
affbrds a sure object for cognition " and also assumles a unitary
Gri.ouiid ot ail th-at is,, -whatever its nature may be. Rememnber
thiat it is the inid. approachiing its nmaterials to relate theim ail,
accordingr to its ow'n modes of action, into a consistent whoie in
relation to sonie ultijuate, unitary Grouuid of ail that is.

At this point, I eau only state severai grreat truthis. One is
that, the inaterials wvhichi the iiiid seeks to briugr iuto a, compre-
hiensi\ve, consistent wvhoie are ail that is knowu and experieuceci
-withi reference, to the utiiverse and to life.

Another is that philosophy is fiual trifth ouly for its parti-
cular tine. Why ? Because philosophy is the formrai expression
of the collective knowledgre of a griven age. This kuowlcdge, or
materi-al for synthesis, having its origin lar'gey in the continuai.

advance of the sciences, is constantly changiing. Therefore, a
phiilosophy which yneizsthe -\Nhole cannot be, final, but has
in it rather prernises whichi another age wvithi its fresh, discoveries
ilnay have to correct; or, promises -whose legitiniate conciusious
oniy other ai-d later thinkers wvili be able to recognize and set
forth.*

Descartes did not teach a final phiiosophy, whatever lie him-
self mnay bave thoughit of it. It wa«.s c.orrected and improved by
Spinoza.. The rationalists and empiricists precedingr Kant were
in confiict. Kant mediated between thecin. Darwin, in the
iaboratory, unfoided the la'ws of deveiopment, survival. of the

fittest and variation. A new philosophy, a, new statement of
oid problems, %vas demanded, which should do justice to this
newly discovered principle. Herbert Spencer attempted to meet
the need with his Synthietie Phiilosophy.

These are oniy a few illustrations of the fact, that, a given
philosophy is final truth only for its particular tiine, and the
men who seize upon and give formai. expression to, newiy dis-
covered itrinciples becoine the philosophiers of their generation.

I wauld emphasize the faict that, philosophy is reasou's grasp
upon ail its. materials of knowledlge rather than any particular

*E rdinan, Ilistory of I>hilosophy, Introduction. Also Windelband.
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