
ITALY'S AD11RABLE PUBLIC HEALTH ACT.

AST year Italy made a great stride inpublic health legislation and lias
now what is probably the most coin-

plete sanitary system in the world. A good
example for Canada. It lias been designat-
ed by Englislh sanitarians as a niasterpiece
of scientific legislation, a " complete code
in outline, the details of which can be
fron tinie to time filled in without neces-
sitating the repeal of a single clause,"
strongly contrasting with many clunsy
and imperfect efforts in the sane di-
rection. Two ideas.

Besides the care of the public health the
nct provides for the medical relief of the
poor, the hygienic aspects of manufactur-
ing and other industries, the health of
the army, navy, and mercantile marine,
the control of the sale of food, the purity
of water supplies, diseases of donestie
aninials, the pollution of rivers, the prac-
tice of medicine and pharmacy, registration
of births and deaths, all of which are co-
ordinate and inter-dependent branches of
one great department of social economy
and legislation.

The control of the public health is not
to be entrusted to boards elected by
popular suffrage or other issues than that
of special fitness; the boards are to be
distinct from tie local authorities, be com-
posed of experts in the beveral branches of
the science and art, and be, togethxer with
the higlier sanitary officials, appointed by
an independent authority, viz., the Crown,
so as to be uninfluenced by the fear or
favour of the rate-payers and the public,
over whose interests they have to watch.

Instead of the precarious methlod of
"catching'' a dealer in provisions or drugs
unawares. or, more often, on the alert,
the Italian law enjoins a deliberate inspec-
tion of all his wares at uncertain intervals,
while the penalties, fines, and imprison-
nient, are mauchli havier than in nost
other countries.

A noteworthy feature -of the Act is the
judicious balance of the relative claims of
central control and of local self-govern-

ment, with a corresponding distribution
of the fiscal burdens.

While the adminstration of the public
health in the widest neaning of the word
devolves on the Ministry of the Interior,
the prefects of the provinces, and the syn-
dics of towns and communes, the minister
and the prefects respectively are
advised by a superior and provincial
councils appointed by the Crown, (somne-
what as advocated by this JOURNAL for
this Dominion) composed of specially
qualified physicians, engineers, chemists,
plarmaceutists, veterinarians, jurists,
and memabers conversant ivith administra-
tive buîsiness; thei medical and engineering
menibers varying in number with the
population of the provinces, and each of
the other professions having but a single
representative. The heads for the time
being of the medical services of the arny,
navy, and mercantile marine, the agricul-
tural departient and statistical office, wi th
a principal lav officer of the crown, were
ex-officio members of the superior council,
The provincial medical officers of health
are appointed by the crown on the recom-
nendation of the superior council, are re-
stricted to such practice as is consistent
withtlieirofficialduties, andareirrenovable
dum se bene gesserit, the members of the
provincial councils being appointed by the
crown for three years, but eligible for re-
appointment. The inferior or communal
medical officers of health are appointed
for three years, renewably, by the provin-
cial boards, froni the nost competpnt in
tlheir opinion, of the practit ioners in their
districts.

TuE Traction Company, Of Philadelphia
which controls the majority of the street car
lines have had cards conspicuously placed in all
their cars to the effect that " spitting in cars is
positively forbidden." This rule it is said has
resulted from the publication of the fact that the
expectoration of comsumptives contains the
seeds of the disease.


