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CHAPTER IV.

(Conlinued.)

ON THE STUDY 0F SCRIPTURE WVXTH SPECIAL REFBRENCE TO SUNDAYSCrrccL INgTR"ue-

TION AND SeMa REMARKS ON SýCRIPTuRu DiFFICULTIES.

2. THE PROGRESS or DIVINE REvE.LATioN. This is often overlooked. As people in-

dividually have their periods of childhood, and growth in kcntwledge, so have nations anid the

whole race. Each receives knowledge according to its capacity, both as regards quantit>'

and manner of instruction. The patriarchshad no books, and their notions of God were crucde.

The Israelites led b>' Moses were degraded slaves, incapable of appreeiating high teaching.
The self-existent unity of God, the moral law, and the ritual, were not final declarations
cf the divine will, which oni>' came in Christ, as partly set forth, in the Sermon on the Mounit.
.There is progress, therefore, in the worality oftMe Bible. There is aIso progress in regard la
the mao orshipping and serving God. At first the temple ritual, priesthood, aud sacri-
fices, set forth in a kinder-garten way, the facts cf sin and atonement. But the psalmists and
prophets in man>' places declared the superior value of spiritual service. Gradually the ptop-
het who ministered truth te the seul became more important than the mechanical priest.
There is aise progress i.t the tenfolding of God's own nature anad cizaracter. The revelation ôf
God to the Israelites was far grander than that miade te an>' other nation ; and that te Moses
was superior te the one made te the patriarchs. But the beauty and tenderness cf the divine
character were only learned by degrees. God's spirituality and omnipresence were only fully
miade known when Christ came. At first God %vas regarded as a judge, then as a severeign,
and Iater,, as a father. lI the N. T. HIe is revealed as the God and Father of al. Thus:
gradudlfy develoj5ed asoe docirine of i/iefiture lsfe.

3. THE TEACHER MrUST STUDY HIs BIBLE HISTORICALI.Y. HIe nia> use the dates at
the head cf the columns in reference Bibles, and should bave an eutline cf Bible nister>' in

bisniid. ~itmt /Bile istry pitoni.-e. Israel descended frein Abrahami, vho cam fre-

Mesopotamia te Canaan, whence bis descendants went te Egypt where the y were enslaved.
Moses led them eut i5oe B. C., and, after 4o years in the desert, Joshua led them back to
Canaan. Under judges they struggled 400 years with surrounding nations. About i zoc B.
C. Saul laid the foundations cf menarchy, and bis successors, David and Solomon, e\tended
it frein the Euphrates te the borders cf Egypt. In Rehobcam's time, ten northern tribes
constituted the kingdom cf Israel, and two southern that of Judah. These twe kingdoms were
cften at war with each other and with the surrounding nations. lsrael's dynasties were short,
violent, idolatrous. In 720 B. C. the Assyrians carried Israel captive. Judah had cnly one
dynasty in the time of David, and several kingî were religious reformers. In 486 B. C. Judah
was carried teBabylon. After 70efters the Persians conquered the Babyleriians, and Cyrus sent
the Jews home. Their prince Zerubbabel buit the temple, Ezra read the law, and Nehemiah
set up the walls cf jerualemn. Here the the 0. T. Histery ends. Palestine was under Persia,
tili Ale.xaxider the Great acquirèd it, and Greek influences began te work. After his death,
the kingdoms cf Syr'ia and Egypt fought over it for 140 years, when the Macaboea priest
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