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year, thoy would not have built it.  In Mavshrille
the same urgent need of a church is felt. The
wretched school-house is crowded to oxcess, and
it is a great pity that wo cannot immediately put
up o suitable edifice. The people are poor and
very scattered but very zealous, and I think would
contribute rccording to their abilities. A grant
to cach place to be poid when the work is dono or
in progress would be a very great stimulant.”
Thus it is cvident to your committee that much
is already gained, and thoy pray God that still
more fruit may resuit from their efforts to send
the glad tidings of the gospel as proclaimed by
our reformed church to those too long neglected
lambs of the flock of Christ.

Your committee would here advert to the
gratifiying result.of the nceessarily unfrequent
visits of the Rev. tho Rural Doan to Merrittaville.
By the good providence of God on Sunday evening
the 19th August Inst nfter at least nincteen miles
travelling and two full services with confirmation,
our Vencrable Bishop visited that town and held
o confirruntion in the court room, which was

alled pressaro of the times. Tho Parish of Ningarn
yrepors as having reccived since tho last annual
imeeting the sum of $50, being the annual contri-
. bution of R. Hiscoitt Esq., together with 4 50cts.
i;:ollcc(cd by that individual in Lis own neighbour-

hood.
.fbeing able to report 5228 20cts. as tho amount
coliccted for 1858, being an increaso over last
|yenr. This goes to prove that the churchmen of
, Niagara havo not forgotten that beautiful injunc-
rtion, ¢ Be mierciful after thy power, if thou hast
much givo plentiously, if thou hast little, do thy
diligence gladly to give of that little; for so
gotherest thou thysolf n good reward in the day
!of necessity.”
| The Parish of St. Catharines reports with great
|,snlisf|lolion tho amount of subscriptions for the
current year to be £60 1s. or $240 20cts. In
fhconsequence of the commercial depression under
‘which the cuuntry is now suffering, and which
" liny been severely felt in this Parish, the amouut
Inbove reported is much beyond what tho Farochial
Committee at this particular time had renson to

|

Your cotnmittco have great pleasure in

crowded to excess with a most attentive congre- | expect.  And they feel, that next to the intluence
gation and seven candidates were confirmed.  The! of God's grace, by which the heart is moved to
Bishop addrese 4 the candidates and congregation' give, they are bound to acknowledge that much
in his accustomed happy manner, with perbaps ! of this success is owing to the laudable and
moro energy aud forco than usunl, this being his! zcalous exertions of two young ladies who acted

Lordship’s first visit, setting forth the institution
of that holy and apostolic rite, and urging all to
increased holiness in heart and life.
his Lordship proceeded to Marshvitlo, where how-
ever he only held an afternoon service and
preached, the candidates here through some mis-
take ns to the day appointed not being present.

Hence it is evident to your committee that the
geed gown has, though perhaps at rare intervals,
through Christ wonderfully brought forth fruit.
May this fruit be lasting and ripen, and be the
carnest of a still larger barvest in God's good
timo! In rendering their tribute of humble and
bearty thanks to Almighty God for this appnarent
frait from tho labours of the Society, your com-
mittee would suggest, that, as part of our travelling
miesion is now provided for, the attention of the
Society be turncd, as soon as practicable, to the
yet destitute and remaining portion. And they
trust that the time wmay soon arrive, when they
may be enabled, through the liberality of the
members of our Church in the moro favoured parts
of the Deanery, to employ snother missionary, in
order that many now destitute of the bread of
life, may have it broken to them.

Your gecretary preached sermons in bebalf of
the Soctety at Fort Erie, aud the Ridge Bertie,
also at Thorold. He also attended a meeting of
the Parochial Association at Dannville,where there
appeared much interest in_ the workiugs of tho
Society.
to Port Maitland, but throngh some untoward
circumstances there was no meeting. Tho Rev.
the Rural Dean kindly preached on behaif of the
Socicty at Stamford and Drummondsille. Your
secretary was to have been at Merrittville, Port
Colborne and Marshsille, but owing to the state
of the roads at the time, and indisposition, he was,
ho grieves to say, prevented.

The committee would strongly recommend that
the regulation of thiy District Branch Association
be as far as practicable more generlly carried
out; and meetings be regularly held by the
various Parochial Associations at such time and
place as to them shall scem most convenient,
though the attendanco might unhappily be small.
And the ncigbbouring clergy arc respectfully
requested to aid one another to the utmost of
their ability in bringing the cluims of the Society
before tho people.

From the reports received, your committce are
rejoiced to say that there is not such a falling off
as might have been anticipated from the unpar-

On Monday -

e also procecded with the Incumbent -

"as collectors within the town.

The Parish of Louth, no report received.*

The Parish of Thorold, the chairman of this

- parochial branch reports that as the timo came
round for making our annual collections for the
Churcl Socicty 1 had my fears that in consequence
of the universal complaint of scarcity of money

“our collections would be much less than usual

" this year. However, I am happy to say that in
this respect I have been agreeably disappointed.
The congregation at Port Robinson have consider-
ably increased their contributions this year; for
this we are indebted tc the very active cxertions
of the young gentleman who has for the threo lust
years made the collections, and to the increase of
" the congregation during the past year. The con-
gregation of Thorold bave not been as well
canvassed. The consequence of which is, that
the contributions of the whole parish amount this

© year to $122 Ticts. being $10 25¢ts. more than

last year.

Your committee would respectfully
suggest that the hint given in the close of this
parochial report be taken by all the parishes
the Deanry, wbioh-is, I tlink that for all the
“parishes on the lino of the canal the carlier aftee
the close of navigation the collections are made
the bLetter will be the returns.

The Parish of Chippawa rcports an increasc
over last year, the amouut being £49 1s. 3d. or
3196 2octs.
The united associations of Drummondrille and
_Stamford in tho Parish of Chippawa report that
owing to various causes, such as the removal of
several of the largo subscribers, and the increased

demands upou the liberality of the mewmbers of.

the Church in this parish, coupled with the

general ery of deprossion, thermount to bereported

thig year is not near so large as last. This is,

' liquidated ; the congregations have also materially
incrensed their contributions to tho curate’s stj-
pend.  Tho amount to be reportedis £6 16s. 104¢.
for gencral purpose, and £9 8s. 3d. for special
objects, making in all £16 13d. or 60 03cts.
The whole amonat raised for church purposes
. from all sources within tho bounds of this united
association for the year endiug Enster, 1868, was
~ £108 11s. 1d. or $434 22cts.
Thoe commiitteo would thercfore say that al-
though thereis a diminution in the Sooiety’s funds,
yet thoy havo reason to belicvo that thereds o
growing attachient to our Church pure and holy
s she is, protesting alike ajuinst formahism and
|;superstition on the one hand, and o rabid

indifferentism on the other. The number confir-
“med last sumwner wus nearly double that of any
" preceding year, being 23 for Drummondville and
11 for Stamford. TheParish of Fort Erio reports
" the sum of $87 50cty.

The Parish of Dunnville and Port Maitland,
report $45 or £11 Hu.

In conclusion, your committee yet feel bound
to say that without dJdoubt the swmallness n tho
Society’s incomo is i a great mensure to be
attributed to the genoral depression of the

1 country, as they canuot suppose there is any dim-
inution in the desire to do what in us lies for the
spiritual advaocement of our destitute brethren,

. **Go ye into all the world and preach the Gospel
to everycreature,” is a text a3 strougly applicable
now as formerly. It recognises no depression, it
is conscious of no inalility; however poor we
may be or think that we are, still tho same pro-
portion of our means is required of us by God for
the cause of Christ and His Chiurch, and whether
we have little or much, the poor should gladly
give of that hittle, and the more wealthy ot their
abundance even an increased proportion. The
gospel must be preached, missionaries must be sent
torth, they must be supported; if therefore any
say we cannot this year do any thing, let suck
ask themeeives whether they have denied them-
selves uny one superfluity or gratification !
Whether they have not sustuned their previous
manner of living, have not rather continued their
round of gaieties and pleasures, when the money
spent in such ways is in truth nceded by God for

" the spread of the .gospel, but is now actually

' thrown away. While youor committee cannot
but deplore that in many instances, appearances
would lead them to believe that a Jdecrease in tho
expenditure has been first made in that which bas
been contributed in the cause of the church

s rather than in our own pleasures and superfluities,
yet they luok forward in bope that ere another
annual mecting1s held a more healthy state of

. things may avise, and the members of the Church
within the bounds of this district association be
more alive to their responsibilities, and the great-

'ness of the sin of begiouing at the House ot Qod,

when we would curtail our cxpenses. OQur con-
tributions to the spread of the gospel should comeo
from our first fruity, and until such is the case,
we dare not affirm that we have a singlo eye in
The calls for mcreased exer-

1 the cause of God.

"however, no just cause for the withholding our . tions iu the missiounry cause come year by year
usual quota at least from that handmaid of the! louder and more loudly, and we cannot at the
'Church in this Diocesc, the Chureh Society. They  perd of our ummortal souls hold back when wo
' would, however, trust that at another annuall kuow our assistance is needed. Tihen your com-
' meeting they may be able more fuvourably to mittee would say, notwithstanding the depression,
report and shew a steady increage in the Society's 1ot the contributions of tho membersof the church
funds, given with a fecling of revercnce and grati- i1 be but in the same proportion to their incomes or
tude. Much however has becn done, All Sgints! wages now, that they were a few years ago, and
Church has been opencd, and a very large pro- | we shalinotagain have to complain of a deficicnoy ;

‘portion of the debt remaining on the buildingli otherwiee it way be said as of old *¢ will a man
' llvob God? Yet ye hiave robbed me; but if ye say
i wherein have we robbed thee? In tithes and
offerings.” Mal
All which is respectfully submitted.
Cuas. LeycesTer INoLES, Secretary.

*  *Thoe Parish of Loutb bas aince reported to the Parent

" romiticd $16 30cts,
Tho Parish of Gritnsby has reported

Roclety direct, that (ho sum of £33 cts, was collected, and |

that £3 17s.6d. )
+ was collected, and remitted the swhoic to the Parex'}t. ssocigty. i



