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THE LITTLE LOAF.
NCE when there was a famine thr.ugh
out the lund, a 1tcli man sent for the,
twenty poorest children in the town to

come to Lis hivuse, anl said to them, “In the
basket there is a little loaf for each of you,
Take it, aud come back to me every day at the
same hour till the good God sends us better
times ”

Eagerly did the hungery children fall upon
the basket, and gnarrelled 2nd struggled for the
bread, because each wished to have the best and
largest ; at last they went away without having
even thanked the goud gentleman. DBut Gret-
chen, a pyoily but neatly diessed little muaiden,
remained standing modestly in the distance;;
then she took the smallest loaf which aloue was
left in the basket, gratefully she kis.el the rich
gentleman’s hand, and went guickly home.

Next day the children were just as ill-
behaved, and the poor timid Gretchen received
this time a loaf which was scarcely half the
s'ze of the other But when she came home
and her sick mother cut the loaf open, many
new silver pieces of money fell rattling and
shining out of it.

The mother was not a little alarmed, and
said : *“Take the money at once back to the
good gentleman, for it certainly got into the
dough by aceident. Be quick, Greichen!
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But when the little girl came to the rich man
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LITTLE BEE.

BY MRS. H. C. GARDNER,

.@on}s out, little bee,
&K To the meddows so gy ;

They're all spansled thick

With the bright hwers of May.

The fuir summer buds
On every hand bloom,

The cups andd the Lills
Are rich with perfume,

Come out, little bee,
The clover is here ;
The wild col mbine

Is blossoming near ; .

And close by that knoll
Where the sanshine abides,
The white daisies grow
Aud the violet hides.

Don't sting, little bee ;
Yoult do quite as well
In gathering sweets
To fill up your cell,
If you just softly buzz
A goo l-natured song
To the beautiful flowers
As you hurry along.

Come out, little bee ;
To the pleasant fields come ;
Full the dells and the groves
With thy musical hum ;
The blossoms are brimmed
With honey for thee ;

_ The summer is here ;

Come out, little bee,

me.” —Chiistia




