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evangelical celigicn, zad of a pure and frce Press
byterianiem.

Knox's College was instituted in 1844, lor the
purpose of securing a sound lterary and thicologi-
cal education to young men of picty who exlbit
satisfactory cvidence of gifts adapted to the office
of the Holy Ministry, as well 1 of a sincere de-
sire towards that * good work.” The same rea-
sons which appeared to the members of Syned,
sufficicat to justify a scparation from the brethren
with whom they were previously united in cccles-
fnstical fellowship, evidently required the forma-
tion of a distinct Theological schoo! for the train-
ing of aspirants to the sacred office. Ceasing,
and that with the approbation of anadhering peo-
ple, to accept those benefits f;om the public na-
tional funds, which they could no longer hold with
& eonscientious regard to the full spirital freedom
of a Church of Christ, or without failing in their
duty to those in the parent countries with whose
viewsand contendings they sympathised—they ne-
cessarily felt that the separate organisation of our
Church could not be complete without a Seminary
to which they might look for the prepamtion of
addyional zpuritual Inbourers. Those who are
aware of the state, till recently, of the Pro-
viaclal Univers'ty, or the conditions of access
to its benefits, nced not be told that, besides a
Theological class proper, we were necessarily led
to involve ourselves in the expense of establishung
preparatory classes, or providing the means of in-
structing our students in those branches of know-
lege, adniitted by ail Churches to be neceseary,
befare the study of Divinity can be entered on
with full advantage. We are now in comre of
abiidging this last department of our expenditure ;
and, as soon as King’s College shall be available
under the new law, {which only now, however, is
beginning to take eflect) we hope to relieve the
Chucch of the burden of suppoerting any larger
educational establishment than what is required
to a purely Theological school. In the meantime,
some of our existing arrangements arc yet indis-
pensable~and the faith of the Church is commit.
ted for the honourable support of those who are
labouring in this moot cssential department of the
ecclesiastical field.

The success of the Institution hitherto has been
truly encouraging ; and the fmits of the lubours of
our Professors arc already largely reaped by the
congregations of the Church, 1n the supply of the
spiritual wants of many stations, by those who
have gone forth from Knox's College. Not to
speak of . occasional services rendered by our
young men, as catechists and missionarics, even
while yet prosecuting thicir studiesin ‘Theology,—
no less than twelve or fourteen ministers and Ji-
centiates have been added within these three
years to the number of our full approved dispen-
sers of the word of life.  Of these, six aave gone
forth into the Chorcir since the close of Jast ses-
sion, and several of them are in course of being
inducted into pastoral charges. Stiill, as the num-
‘ber of students has every year advanced with
steady increase,no less than FIFTT are this session
in attendance, of whom, it may be expected that,
by God's blessing, four or five will shortly enter

tho field: and, say ¥IFZERN OF YWENTY Within the

next three seasons.  The stmainder are yet but t

in the early stages of a six years' course of study.
What a prospect of spiritual advantage to our re-
I:gisus community, and to the whole province,
dors this state of things hold out '—und who of
us will not feel grateful to God for what we truat
not Ilis Providence only, but His Spirit has thus
done for us as a Church?  Of the character and
wotives of cach of these young men, of course e
cannot epeak witl certainty, but we discern in
most of thewn the very best evidences of sincerity
and devatedness to the cause of Chirist and of the
gospel, and of love te the sons of mea. Not one
is admittcd to the benefits of the Jnstitution with-
out close examinution of his credeniicls, and dispo-
sitions, and acquirements,  And atthough a large
proportion of them are not in circumstances fully
to bear, unassisted, the costs of their education,
they do so to a largo extent—defraying the ex-
pense of their board in Toroato, during the win-
ter, out of the very scanty returns of their Inbours
as teachers and catechists during the summer
months. As to any direct support of he Col-
lege iteell, however, neither their aumbers nor
their circumistances can yet werraut us to count
on much more than their maintenance of the
Library belonging te the Institution, or the pay-
ment of incidenta! charges. In the meantime, we
cannot doubt that our congregations have but to
consider the circumastances of the country, to sco
that sonie excertion proportioned to the value of
the Institution, requires to be mude by cach con-
gregation and church—as all are partakers either
iinmediately or remotely of the benefit. Need
we ask, how but by the maintaining of such a Se-
minary we are to provide for tne supply of sur
vacant congregations, or of districts destitute of
a preached gospel ! or whither elee are we to
look for those who may fill t’ e places of the spi-
ritual labourers now in the ficld, as their places
may be vacated by death or atherwise? It is
evident, that, though occasional assistance may be
derived from the old country, cither by the tem-
porary visits of deputies, or the scttlement now
and then within the province, of ministers dispos-
ed to emigrate aud cast in their lot among us,
this source of supply is stoo limited and uucertain
to be trnsted to; and that the hopes of our
Church must mainly rest on a home-bred and
heme-trained race of pastors, from year to year
prosceuting  their studies at a central source
of learning, and receiving the bencfit of the
counsels of men of talent and :xperience, re-
siding swong us, who koow to adapt their in-
structions to the prospsctive engnytements of their
pupile, and the character and ci-cumstances of
our Cunadian people.

We trust that‘the gieat value of Knox's Col-
lege has but to be set before the intelligent and
spirited members of our rehigioas body, to secure
for it the necessary financial means. The burden
will be small, when divided among the constitu-
cncies of our wide-spread commuonion in any rea-
sonable proportion to their respective numnbers
and power. We arc confident there is no real
lack of ability—though there may lack something
of the necessary system of colleeting—in our con-
gegations. ‘These are daily increamng in num-

ber, and cmbrace within their ranks a propere
tion of all clanses—from the large proprietor to
the humble mechanic—+like capable to appre-
ciate the benefit (o themselves and to the coune
try at Jarge, of a well informed, and thoroughly
trained, body of religious Tustructors.

e am—
UNIVERSITY OF TORONTO.

The University is now about to be re-organized,
according to its new constitution. Much has been
snd about its jrreligious chasacter, Some assest
that by the late changes a grevious wrong hae
been perpetrated against those who have hereto-
fore had the sole control of the Institution ; others
declaim ogainst the manner in which the reform
is to be carried out, asbeing partiel and incom-
L plete. “'Wo could have wished that thers had
been a reore distinet recognition of religion in the
constitution of the University, and that the viaitiog
Commissions and Senate hail been somewhat
differently constituted, As itis, we consider it
to be the duty of religious bodies—of all right
hearted .aen, as Christians and patridls, to use
their imluence to have the Institation conducted
n such way as to be entitled to their confidence
and support. And thisis not to be done by de-
nouncing the University, and abandoning it to the
irreligious. If good men hring their character
and mfluence to bear upon it, there is nothing to
prevent the University of Toronto from becoming,
what 1t ought to be, an educational institute of &
high order, in which hterature and sciencs will b,
made to subserve the best interests of the people,
Without such salutary control Royal Charters, and
and Acts of Pariiament can never make it 90—
Now that the changes conteaplated are about to
take place, we trust that the Board of Visitors
will so thoroughly revise the whole system, asto
adapt it to e circumstances and waats of the
country.

The following gentlemen, appolated by the
Government, compose the Board of Visitors for
the Upivereity and Royal Grammar School, viz:
The Hon. W. H. Blake, Chancellor, President,
Hon. J. H. Cameron, M. P., John Wilson, Esq.,
M. P., David Buchan Esq., and Dr. Richardson ;
Joha Bums Esq., Secretary.

The Scoate consists of all the Professors, Dr.
Widmer, Hon. H. Sherweod, M. P., Hon. J. H,
Cameron. M. P., J. C. Morrison, Esq., M, P.,
Dr. Hay~sand D. Buchan, Esq , Crown Members;
and John Cameron, Wm. Proudfoot, John Roaf,
junr., Oliver Springer, James Halinan and John
McMurrich, Esgs., Collegiate Members,

The Chancellor is an officer appointed trienni-
ally by the Coavocation. The Vice-chaneellor
by the Senate, annually, and the President by the
Crown, We observe that Dr. McCaul is ap-
pointed President.

P
Guzrrit.—An cffort to hold a Bazaarhere, was
made on the 14th ult., in behalf of ths funds of

Knox's Colicge, by a depulation from the Galt
Ladics Aseociation. A large, central store, was
cheerfully given for the purpose, and was taste-
felly omamented with flags and evergreens. We
vegres 10 say, that the etorm which prevailed dur-
ing the whole day, preveated the attendance of
the people,except in smoll numbers, and rendered
the praiseworthy exertions of the beacvolert g~
« dies all but unavailing for tne object contempiaed.




