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BENE FITS 0F lIELIGIOUS CONTROVEIISY.

Thec arc some wlio think that conitrovcer.sy on religious ,ill~Jects does
no good, and oughit, thereforo, to bc avoided. It is, no doubt, truc tlîat
there hiave beon often controversios about trifles, and tiiere have been,
also, controvcrsics about inatters of great mnomnent, that have been con-
ductod in such. a iiîannncr and spirit as to have donc, probably, more
harîn than good. Whilo ive are w'illing to alloiw ahi this, wce are, Ihow-
evor, bold to affirin. that roliious controvcrsy, vhen. conducted in a right
spirit, with proper euds ia view, lias been, and stili is, a inost important
means of tending to promnoto a hoealthifuhioss iii the religions world. A
thunder-storin in tho air, and an agitation in the ocean, arc not mnore
nccessary ln thc natural w'orld to proînoto salubrity :nd drive aw'ay
iioxious influences, than is a eoutrov'orsial agitation i elieitilig tirîzth,
dispelling orror, and tending to separate tlic hoalilifiil froîîî the per-
rneious.

What wvould tend more to tho ohiuiination of' truth aînong t'le adhlier-
onts of iRomie thman a properly conduetoed iseusïsion iii that Cimurell of
sonie of tho more vital doctrines of Christiaîîity ? Ls îot the stagnation~
of controversy on those points an occasion of groat spiritual corruption

auid inianma? And ovea aniong Protestant eilihe,- wo are verily
persuaded, that a inost important stop towarils a healthiful aild consist- 1
cnt union will bo in connexion with a righit1y eonducitcd eontîoversy or
diseussion about thoso inattors thiat forin, at prescrit, barriers bctwcen
thei, and kccp thii partal]y or ontiroly alionatod froîn on-, anothor.
IIow are many of thoso difficulties3 to bo overcoino ? It is not by ropross-
ing ail discussion, but by a friendly iiîterclîanége of vicîvs on tbe points
of differonce, in order. to a houter mutual undorstandiîig, wlîich inay
proplote " the unity of the Spirit in the bonîd of ponce." Tho agitation
of controvorsy will tond to shako the things wlîich eaun bo sîmalen tîmat
thoy may bc rcniovcd, la ordor that, "lthe tlîings icili cannot bc
shalzen may romain."1 The Froc and UJnited Prcsbytorian Churches
hô.iVC, for Sorne time, betil conteînplatiucg the dsrbessof a union ;
but how is it to ho etfccted 2t-L ît. l'y quashing ail discussion of thej
points that now divido theni No, it is by a froc and fritiri uhly inter-
change of sentimenît on the controvcrted subjeets, so thbat they may
reciprocally, apprehlend whîat the roal difference bctw'een thcm is, and
whether tlbat difference, if any, is suficiont to kcep, theni in soparate
ecclesiastical, organizations. \Ve repeat it, that religlouscnro rs,


