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bean not onlv quite independontly of the
reival of religion thon taking place Ia Eng.

land-those concernoed in either nioyement
baving ne knowlcdgo for a time ef ench
others work-but aise without any conce-
tien of tlîese nien with each other. Thus
in the three countice of I3recon, Cardigan,
a-ad 'Pembroke, whore these thrco vote thon
respectivcly resident, fithere sprang up
simultancously thrc distinct strennma of the
water of i fe, the confluence of whicli formed
thst mighty river ivhich. watcrcd thse whole
Principality and miade it blossoin as tie
garden of the Lord." Tic opening of these
rofreshing and fertilising springs was noise.
lest and géntle, but it wvas manifestly donc
by the toîsch of tlice finger of God.

The snhbscquent history of the movement
as strskingly evidenees tfhie presence of the
Spirit as dees its enigin. The rapidity with
w ich it spread, tihe openings made for it,
its permnanence ;-the evangelistie zeal of
tke converts, their gifts, their meeknes arid
àUsbility amid the opposition, the losa of
worldiy goods, imprisoament, and many
other sorts of persecution they suffercd ;-
thse sobriety and faithifulness of those svhe
eontrolled the mnovement, afford constant
proofta thatt Uc who began the good work
tocik special charge of it as it went on.

Like Wesleyan Methodism, between
whose history and its own there are many
points of resemblance, the moement began
wvithin the Estabiished Churci of England,
and from the firstit enjoed the couintenance
and fostering care of some few of its minis-
ters, thoutgh the great mass of these were
determinedl y opposed te it, and indeed were
thse instigators of the tiercest persecutions
it encouustered.

rirom the centres in which these minis.
ters and flic early fathers lived, the move-
ment rapidly spread, outwardg. By.and-
Ly its pr<îgress %vas grcatly furthered by the
itdnerancy of the preachers ;-by the gather.
ing of earnest people fromn the mine dis-
tances te the places ivhere these steadily
Iaboured or happened for the time te be
visiting, and thecir retura hoine-a strsking
itinerancy of thc people, wiici, if it ronsedi
the hostility of soine muet have awakened
the serions thoughts of others in the towvns
passedl throughi; by the ejectnients cf some
of the faitiful from their ferme and home.
eteeds, by w-hich they wero driven frein
place te Place; and by the good conversa-
tien in C hrist by whicli tie converts wcre
generally distiniguished.

It soon hecanie necessary te, forin some
kind cf organisation for thc numerous con-
verts. But the relation which these carnes:
Christiens wislicd to sustain te, the Estai.
lished Churcli creaîed, tomne difficulry.
Rtegarding themsclves, anti wishing te, be
regardcd by othera, as belonging te the
Church of Enigland tiey were careful in aIt

tho measures they took te avoid no far as
iposibl * ng ffence to Churcli suscepti-

biiis ýrhs those who preached without
Episcepal ordination wcre flot designatedl
preachers but Ilexhortcrs." The local coin-
munities of Christians thant were gathcred
togethor wcro flot designated Churches but
d 9 occttes., 'rhose who wIICT placea ini
charge of them were not nI inisters," nor
yet "piastors" ; and the~ mon vho dischargod
the duties dovolving iipon the deacons of the
present day wcre "p rrivate exhortera." and
smetimes "estewards of socicties." The
quartorly gath)erings of the repreLtentatives
of the whole body were fnot synods but
"Associations." Their firit place of wor-
uhip wras flot crccted till 1747, twoive yeara
after the bcginning of flie movement, and it
was calledl 1,a house for religious purposes.>
For rnany years thoy continued te coin-
municate'i inch Established Church, the
Associat*on enjoining this course on those
who solicited advice. And thougli the
Act of Toleration had long been in force,
and gave ample protection to Non.:onfor-
mistî3, they cndiircd persecution, r tuffered
fines and imprisonmient and aIl manner of
bodily abuse rather than avail themselves
of its shelter at the cost of being called
"fissenters."

The organization devised was of thîs
nature :-A seciety was formed in each

loaiywhere a few disciples could ho
brultogether, and ecd society 'waa

plaeed under the charge of an exhorter. A
numberof these societies wyere grouped into
districts, and each district was placed under
the care of an overseer. Over these over-
sers, every district lied its moderator,
whule oyer ail these was the goncral modera.
tor of the body. These moderators were
simply chairmien of meetings. Evua thse
general modurator badl no more authority
than the rest of his brethren, thouqçh ho
might hold office-as we gather Whitfield
did, who was firbt chosen te this honour-
for several Staccubsivuyea. A rtîdimentary
Presbyterianism was thus unwritingly es-
tablished.

The wisdom and strictness of the discp
line exercibed strike us as very remark-bla
in the circtim.tances. The overseers wero
rcquired to fuirniîh a minute and proia
î,-Fert to tie Ab-sociation of th spiritual
condition of the districts or sub.d-stricts
nnder their charge. No one was peruîitted
te preacli in p)ublie until lie had been
authorised te, do se by the Association, and
license was nevcr ghen but after the mesi
cae.rful inquiry iste the character and
qualifications of ecd candidate. Thosa
authorised te exhort wcre kept under strict
tupervision. 'the overseers wYere rcquired

rte keep their oycs on thuir private character
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