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The Home any Foveign Becord.

Nor

Faitu. Some Puritan writers profess to | ernment, one in worship, one in council,

discover in the text itself such reasons.—
But these reasons are more fanciful than
solid, and we pass them over. The rea-
sons to which we would refer, rise out of
our condition as a religious body ; they are
saggested by our position and standing as
the Prosbyterian Synod of the Lower Pro-
vinces. ‘L'o some of these we now address
ourselves briefly-

1. Our Unity. This is one special rea-
son :—We all know how the proverb runs,
—*Union is strength.” We all know
what the psalmist says of this Unity :—
‘“Behold how good and how pleasant a
thing it is for brethren to dwell together in
anity.”” We all know also, what the apos-
tle Paul writes respecting it :—I, therefore,
the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you, that
ye walk worthy of the vocation wherewith
ie are called, . . . . . . endecavouring to

eep the unity of the spirit in the bond of
peace. For there is onc body and one
pirit even as ye are called in one hope of
your calling: One Lord, onn faith, one
God and Father of all, who is above all,
and through sl, and ir youall. And does
not a greater than the psalmist and a grea't-
er than Paul pray, and pray almost in his
last prayer, more carnestly, and more em-
phatically than ever,—Holy Father, keep
through thine own name, those whom thon
hast given me, that they may be one, as
we are. That they all may be one; as
thou, Father, art in me, and f in thee, that
they aiso may be one inus : that the world
may beliave that thou hast sent me. We
sce then what importance the sacred wri-
ters, and even Christ lLimself, attach to
this unity ; how necessury it is for defend-
ing, maintaining, viudicating and propaga-
ting the Faith.

‘Without self-landation, may we not as a
religious body, be permitted to lay claim
to this unity ? Looking around us in the
worlé, do we not see, even at this present
moment, some portions of the church, wo-
fally shattered and broken up, just for
want of this unity! Do we not see party
arrayed against party, in reference to doc-
trine, to discipline, to worship, and especi-
ally to rites and ceremoniesf Are not the
children of God made to mourn and lament
when they witness such things within the
sanctuary ? exposing the church and even
christianity itself, to the soeers and oppro-
brium of the world ? Qf them, might not
an apostle write, as he wrote while upon
earth :—“ It hath been declared unto me of
them of the house of Chloe, that there are
contentions among you ¥’

cssed be God, no such thing exists
among us as ® denomination. Blessed bo
God, there are no such contentions, no
such divisions. We are one in faith, onc
in doctrine, one in discipline, one in gov-

.

and shall we not add one in love and bro-
therly affection 2 Long, long may it be
so; leng, long may the God of heaven,
in his grace and mercy keep itso. Butis
not this a very powerful reason why we
should * earnestly contend for the faith 2
If we are so united—if we are firm and
strong within—strong in faith and in the
power of our God—then surely, surely this
is & mighty reason, why we should, not
only ward off the strckes of our encmies,
but, to usc the words of the psalmist, *‘ gird
us with strength unto the battle, and beat
them small as the dust  before the wind.”

2. Our Influence.  'We do not mean to
say that our influenco is greater than some
others around us: nor do we mean to
speak of it in an exulting and triamphang
tone. On the contrary, we would speak of
it with all humility and lowliness of mmd;
but at the same time, with all erantude to
the Lord - that he has put such an instru-
ment into our hands, whewwnith to ply the
souls of our fellow mex, and bring them to
the Saviour. All that we mean i3 just
what we say, this intluence is not small;
and this is a reason why we should use it
in the interest of the gospel; why coutend
for the faith.

There are several lights in which this
infincuce may be presented. First of all,
the number of souls that come directly under
it. According to our last statistics, there
are no fewer than 70,425 adherents, inclu-
ding children. Every Sabbath this large,
number, to a less or greater degree, comes
under this influence.  We preach to them
we lecture to them, we pray with and for
them, we exhort and warm and instruct
and entreat and rebuke them. We plead
with them, sctting before them, the glorics
of heaven and terrors of hell,—urging them
to flee from tho wrath to come, and lay
hold upon Christ as the only Savieur. In
addition to these we have all the other ap-
pliances of our ecclesiastica] machinery—
such as Sabbath schools, prayer mectings
and Biblc classes. This moral and spiri-
tual influence comes down upon these 70,
000 directly, less or more, every Sabbath,
and frequently on the common days of the
week. Now, will any one say, this is not
a mighty, a powerful agency put into our
hands by the God of heaven. And, collce
ting all their things togcther, arc not we
ourselves prepared to admit, it 75 sucha
potent weapon, and to confess, it is, of it-
self, a strong rcason, why we as a_body,
should “earnestly contend for the faith

There is another view however which
may be taken of this influence. Xt operates
not only directly, but also indirectly. It
operates, not only inside of our church,
but-also outsiide,  When we place a light



