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FAITI. SornO Puritanlr writers profess to
discover in t-he t-ext it-seif suchà reasons.-
But thes emcaous are more fanciful titan
soiid, and we pass tbem over. Tie t-ca-
sons t-o which we wouid refer, rise out of
our condition as a religiçus body ; t-bey are
snggested by our position and standing as
the ]?rcsbyteriau Synod of t-he Lower P>ro-
vinces. Te some of tiiese we noir addrcs
ourseives briefly-

1. Our Unity. This is ene special rea-
son :-Wo ail ktîow how the proverb t-uns,

-"Union is st-rength." We ail know
what the psalrnist sys of this Unity :
"Behioid how geod 'and how pleasant a
thing iL is for bretitren t-o dwvell togethier in
unit-y." We ail know aiso, what t-ic apos.
t-le Paul writes respecting it :-I, tîterefore,
the prisoner of thbe Lord, besý-etch you, t-bat
ye walk worthy of the vocation wherewith

e arc aled . .. .. .. endeavouring to
caep t-he unity of the spirit in thbe bond of

peace. For t-bore is ono body aud one
spirit even as ye are called in one hope of
your calling: One Lord, ont) faith, one
God and Father of ail, who is above ail,
and throughi aIl, and inyvou ail. And does
net a greater than t-he psalmist and a grea:t.
er t-han Paul pray, and pray almost in bis
last prayer, more earaestly, and more cm-
phat-ically t-han evr,-floly Father, kecp
through t-bine own name, titose whom t-hou
hast given me, that t-bey may hconee, as
we are That they ail may bconee; nzs
t-hou, Fat-ber, art in me, and 1 in îiu*r, t lit
t-bey aise May bcone in us: t-ilit die %vorld
may belirive t-bat thou hast.vit ine. Wé
sce thcn what impertîtniee t-le sacred wri-
ters, and even Christ Iiîinbef, attach te
this unity; how ner-c.,sîry it i.s for dciend-
ing, maintaiuin-, %viiidicating and prepaga.
ting tihe Faith.

Witbeut self-landation, rnay we net as a
religieus body, bo permit-ted to lay ciin
t-o lis unity ? Looking arotind us in t-he
world, do we net see, even at t-bis present
moment, -orne port-ions of t-he chut-ch, we-
fully shatt-red and broken up, mast for
want of t-bis unit-y! Do we not see partv
arryod against part-y, in reference t-o doc-
trine> t-o discipline, te worship, aud especi.
ally to rites and cerernonies? Are not t-h
childrcn of God made t-o rourn aud lament
when t-bey witness such t-hings wit-hia t-ho
sanct-aary 1 expesing the chut-ch antd even
christîanity it-self, t-e the, sucers andi oppro.
brium of the world? Of t-hem, might nlot
an apostie wvrite, as ho wrote whiio upon
esth -" It bath been deciared tinte me of
t-hem, of t.he bouse of Chloe, t-bat, thero are
contentions among yen 1"

Biessed be God, ne sncb t-hing exists
among us as it denorninatlon. lesaed ho
God, there are no such contenttions, ne
such divisions. We are ene ln fait-b, one»
in doctrine, eue in discipline, ene in goy-

erriment, eue in wo-shii), oe in council,
and sîtall we net acid one in love and lire-
therly affection? Long, long xuay it be
se; long, long rnay tho 03d of beaven,
in bis grace and îucrey kcep it se. But is
neot titis a very powerful reason why we
slîould " earnestly contcîîd for thle fatit ?"'
If ive are se unitet-if we at-o fit-m tand
streng within-strong iu faitli and in t-lie
poNwcr et our (led-then snirely, sureiy t-bis
is a rnighty reason, why we sltould, ntt
oniy ward off flic strokes ef our etîcmies,
but, te use t-he woruls of thbe psalmist, 'lgird
us withi strength tinte t-be bat-tic, and lieut
tcem stuail as t-he dust before the wind.">

2. Our- lfluencc. W'e do net mean te
t-ny that otîr influence is gvester titan semn(
et-hers around us: ner de we miean te,
speak of it in an oxulting sud tiiuînaphant
tone. On the contra-y, WC wonld speak of
it with ail bnniiity and lowliness of iîîîîtd;
but nt the saine time, with ail -r.tîttîîde te
thte Lord -t-bat lite lias pur suitI 21i1 iîîstrti.
ment into our hands, wl'ri-tlt te piy t-he
seuls of our fcilow men,. anîd [iring t-Iem te
the Saviour. AIl tlî:tt 'vo men is just
wiîat We t-at, titis iititience ia net saal;
ana t-his is ji rezima> why mwe snotidà use it
in tho ilitîet.t tif' thbe gospel; why coûtend
for the fait-h.
'l'lîere are scierai lights in whiclt titis

iiîfliieiice may bo presented. First of ail,
die 7îurnber of souls that corne direcily under
it. According te our last stauistirs, there
are ne fewer t-ban 70,425 adberents, indlu-
ding chiidren. Every Sabiîath this large,
number, te a less or greter dogree, cornes
under titis influence. We preaeh te teli
we lecture te them, we pray wviti aud for
them, WC exhort aud wain aud instriiet
aud entreat sud rebukze tliemn. We 1led
with thetu, setting before them, thte gories
of heaven sud t-et-tors et heli,-urging t-iem
te fiee fretu th:% wrath te conte, and lay
hold upen Christ us t-be oniy Savionr. In
addition te thest wa bave al! t-he other ap-
pliauces of our eccleslastica, ntnchinery-
sncb as Sabbat-h sehools, 'prayer meetings
sud Bible classes. TItis moral sud spiri-
tuai influenc8 cornes down upon tese 70,-
001) direetiy, Iess or more, every Sabbatlt,
sud frequntly on the commen days of the
week. Noiv,'wilI any eue say, this is net
a n'igbt-y, s poivctful' agency put tnt-o ont-
bands by t-le (led of bienr. Andi, cnllec-
ting ail their t-lings tegether, are flot %ve
ourseives prepared te admit, it is sucît a
potent weapon, aud te coufess, it is, o! it-
self, a st-reug reason, why we as a body,
sbeuld " carnestiy coenut for the faitl V'

There is muet-ber view however wltich
may be taken of t-bis influence. Itoperates
net eniy dàüîcty, but aise indirccdy. It
operates, net only inside o! eu- churcb,
but- aise outsiide. Whon ive place a liglit


