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The last paper belongs rathier to thie unnaturtil than to the
natural biistory of 'our species, and miit tiierefore ho regardcd
as soinewhat foreigo to the objects of the Society. As, hoWever,ý
it is impossible at present to organize a Society iii this city for
the prosecution of every branch of soientifie knowledge, it is to
bc hoped thiat the subject on whîcli it treats, wliieli is confessedly
of the greatcst iiportance, will be fully discusscd froin timie to
tiine at Tle mnonthily meetings.

MNISCELLANEO«JS.
In consequenc of the unnecessary labour caused by the

appointinent of sub-cornmnittees for separate but connected objeets,
a bye-law bas been passed providing, that a commiittee should be
noniinated by the Council and elected by the Society at the

metnsin October, to mnake the necessary arrangements for

both the Conversazione and the Somerville Lectures.
*A new bye-law lias also been adopted, changing the date of the

Council meetings froin the Tbiursday to the Tuesday preceding
the inontlîly meetings, in order to allow miore timie for the issuing
of thie necessary cireulars.

It is recommiended that steps bo taken by the Council now to
bc appointed, to codify and print these and ail othier new bye-laws
of thie Society wlîich have heen passed since 1859.

In conclusion, the Council beg, to recommend that, the Silver
Mecdal of the Society ho awarded to Mr. Billings. It was owing
to bis exertions that the Ganadian Natur-alist, wbieh bas beconie
so valuable an organ for the Society's operations, was first
establislied. His contributions to scientifie literature and to the
geology of Canada, aithougli unobtrusive, and of a nature not to
attract the general attention, bave been singularly careful and
exact, and have wvon flic praises of ail on this continent and in
E~urope, 'wbo arc competent to pass judgment on thieir monits.
And at the present time there is a special reason wby this mark
of appreciative respect slîould hc no longer delayed,-the Council
wishing to heur testimony to the singular ability wbich Mfr.
Billings bas displayed, ini the volume on the Paloeozoie Fossils of

Caaaand other piýblieations, wbieh bave been issued by the
Geological Snrvey during the last year.

Respectfully suhmitted hy
PHIL-LIP P. CARPENTER,

Ohairman.
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