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The Suffollz Punch,

Avong the several valuable breeds of farn hovses
in the British Islands, the Suftolk has for a long time
ercupied a distinguished position. He is descended
ttom the Norman stallion and the Suffolk Cartman,
aad from his compact. punchy appearance has been
«ommonly designated the Suffotk Punch.  This breed.
hike most others, has undergone considerable changes,
pirticularly during the present century  Animals,
1 is well known, are much affected ag to size. form,
power of endurance, &ec.. not only by the crossing of
difterent breeds, but algo by climate pasturve, and
modes of feeding and general management. The
borge of the hills, however
«ctive and hardy, is never
<o bulky as those of the
 hins, and this holds true.
i great measave, irrespec-
t.ve of differences in hreeds.
Warnth and shelter, toge-
ther with o constant and
Admndant supply of  viel,
«uecalent foad, aye sssensiag
wmeans of producing eatly
ity and & maximum
development of the differ-
ot races of dumesticated
animals.

An able writer (Culley)
of the latter paut of the
past centitry. remarhs m
reference to the Saflfulk bor-
«es OF that period :— = Their
wetit probably consists mme
s constitational  hardiness
thanfine shape. bemyg in gen-
el avery plain horse, Thow
color is mostly yetlowish or
~urrel, with a white ratcl o
blaze on their faces.  The
head large, ears wide. muz-
zle coarse. fore end low,
back long hut very sunight,
sides flat. shoulders too far forward. hind quarters
widdling, hut rather high about the hips, legs ronnd.
and short in the pastern. deep barrelled. and full
in the flank.  Here. perhaps, lies mnch in the merit
of these horses, for we know from observation and
experience that all decp-hellied horses carry their
food long, and cousequently are able to stand
a longer and harder day's work.™ This old type of
the Suffolk was of moderate size. standing from 13 to
16 hands high. threw its whole weightinto the collar,
had firm action and step, an excellent traveller on
the road before a heavy load, and possessed grea
powers of palienwm\umnce.& Youatt, in his valuable
work on the horse, ohserves i— The excellence, and
wrave one,"of the old Suffolk—and the new breed has
not entirely lost it—congisted in nimbleness of action
and the bonesty and continuance with which he
would exert himself at a dead pvll Many a good
dranght horse knows well what he can effoct. and
after lie bas attempteq it aud failed, nu torture of the
whip will indnce him to strain his powers beyond
their nawral extent The Suffolk, however, would
tog at & dead pull until be dropped. It was beauti-
ful to gee u team of trae Suffolks, at a eignal from the

driver, and withont the whip, down on their knees
in a moment, and drag everything Lefore them,
Brutal wagers were frequently Iaid as to their power
in this respeet, and mauy a good team was injured
and ruined. The immense power of the Suffolk is
accounted for by the low paosition of the showlder
whith enables him to throw so much of his weight
into the collar.

The modern or improved Suffolk Punch Qitfers
waterinlly both in appearance and action from his
progenitors : and what he has lost in hardiliood has
been fully compensated by superior symmetry. lighter
and quicker step. cleaner and more wiry lege, witha
low, powerful shoulder, that admirably adapts him to
the purpose of heavy dvaught. These changes have
been very gradually brought about dnring the present
century by crosses with other varieties, more particu-
larly those of Yorkshire and Durham. By this mixture
individuals have been improved in figure and action:
but that uniformity of the breed. which enabled the
breeder to reproduce with certainty the charactors of
the parenisin the progeny. has heen to a certain degree
taken away, with something. 100, of the hardiness and
peeuliar temperament of the older family. Fashion
and taste have had. perhapr, more to do with this

change than considerations of utility. The dun color |
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i* in less request than the darker brown or bay.
althongh the former is characteristie of the hardiest
breeds of horses in Europe.  Of recent yeurs a cou-
giderable demand has avigen for Suflolk Punches,
for the purposes of the dray and waggon. Many
fine teams of this variety are to be seen in Lon-
don, where, amid the tumult of the crowded streets
the mussy forms amd bright manes and tails of
the horses present a striking appearance. ** The
modern Saffolk Punch is certainly superior to the
Black Horse in aetivity and endurance, and it is
at least equally well suited to the continued services
of the dray : but the demand for Jarge horses has the
effect. as in the cage of the black horses. of inducing
attention to size rather than the useful properties.
Sometimes the Suffolk Punch has been crossed with
horses of high breeding  In this way good horses
may occasionally be produced adapted to the chariot
and the coach ; but unless a hreed were fonnd as in
Cleveland, by profremic intermixture, no permanent
supply of superior horses could be calcnlated upon
from this souree,”

The Suffolk Punch is not so generally hnown in
Canada ag it onght to he i a few good specimens of

stallions have been imporled, and their stock, we
beliese has given general antistaetion. The Ox-
ford Agricultural Soclety at Woodstock, had, 2
few years ago. o fine stallion of this breed, and
the results are sald to have been very encourag-
ing ' and from n commumeatton which appears in
another column. it will be scen that an ant
mal of this breed posscssing n good pedigree.
Royal Prince of Wales. is owned by the .\lcssrt;‘.
Underwood. of Cobonrg., We think sufticient expert:
ence has already been had to show the ﬂesirablmwfs
of paying more attention to the extension of this
valuable breed of horses in Canada,  We require for
farm purposes, strength, agility and power of emdur-
ance. The Jarge British breeds ave generally too
heavy and slow for pur purposes ; the venowned Clyde
ix often ohjected to on this account. though it must
certainly he acknowledgd that the Clydesdale con-
stitutes a race possessing, in a high degree, many
excellent properties. [tix often found that short-
1eggnd, firm compact horses. do their work better.und
last longer than Jarger onea, particularly if they have
a clean flat bone and plenty of wmusele. [t is well
known that cart horges of great height and weight
generally have round banes : but round boned horses
of any breed. are often gummy. and are apt to get
greasy 3 besides which, it in
duces softness,  frequently
accompanied by a want of
hardihood and power of
protracted  endurance. It
would  not  perhaps, he
saying too mnch for the
Sulfolh Panch, that for com-
paciness and  sieength of
musele. u willingness and
ability 1o labo, deeility of
femper, and the power of
endwrance  upon  ordinary
food and treatment, he stands
unrivalled

The Mustrat’vh  acewm-
paning this avticle, 18 taken
from an cengraving dvawn
by that well known artist,
Mr. Harrivon Weit, and ro-
presents  a Saflolk  horse
that wan the highest prizes
at several of the principal
shows in England. in 1854,
1t will afford the reader a
correet iden of the present
general appearance of this
improved and very wseful
breed, the  eharactevistie
points being well exhibited.

Dogs.

To the Editor of Tur CaNans Fanuenr :

Sig--Your correspondent * Rover™ has reminded
me that T had intended 1o write you concerning dogs.
While 1 mn a grear friend to the dog. I have too
much cvidence that very many dogs are fond of
sheep. So nmueh damage is done by dogs umong
sheep. that many sufler severely by their havoce. and
some have sbandoned this branch of agricultural in-
dustry. It would be interesting 1o know how many
sheep are desiroyed by dogs annually in this Pro-
vinee. Farmers shonld have the power to destroy
any dog trespassing on his premises, if not within
call of his master. Or a tax might be levied by
statute for purposes of revenue of the Provinee upon
every dog. say one dollar yearly. This, perhaps.
would have the eftect of preventing the raising of
wortbless dogs, while the valuable breeds, such ae
“ Rover' refers to, would be taken care of

Wolford, April, 1864, C.
Norg wy En. C. P.—Vory sensible suggestion.



