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Hurdles for Sheap.
Tuw dmerioan Sinck Journal has the follawing rv-
ference to this subject in a recent namber @ -
American agricultanisis auach 00 e umpma-
ance to the beneficial effeets on the soil hy keeping
great quantities of live stock on their farms: and,
strange as it may appear to stock farmers in the
North, it is often a subject of remark that * 20 and
%0 has too much of his grass and clover caten off,
the ploughing it uader being thought to have much
more striking issue than if consumed on the surface

Herewinr we present a fine illustration of a hreed
of sheep which ranks Ingh among Short-Wooled
British verieties, and is deservedly attracting much
attention from flock-masters in this coantry. The
Shropshire Downs are the result of several crosses
and have only quite recently established their claim
to be considered a distinet and independent breed
They were first bronght into prominent notice in
1845, since which period they have rapidly advanced
in public favour. In reference to their origin and
progress, Mr. Charles Howard of Biddenham, Bed-
fordshire, in an address before the London or Central
Farmers’ Club, in 1860, said :—

“This breed has been established by a prudent
selection of the breeding animals, and I learn from a
gentleman who kindly favoured me with this in-
formation upon the point, that the late Mr. Meire was
the first to improve upon the original type. This he
did in the first place by the use of the Leicester; as
their faces hecame white he would then have recourse
to a South Downswr other dark-faced sheep. It was,
however, left to the son to carry out and to bring to
a successful issue what the father had commenced.
and Mr. Samuel Meire no doubt may be looked upon
as the founder of the improved Shropshire Downs.
We gather from his address to the Wenlock Fargers®
Club that he accomplished thig, not by resorting to
any of the cstablished breeds, but by using the best
animals from his own large flock *+ ¢

Lately a | 1bs. 5 0z. of washed wool of 11} months’ growth. Hoalso
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andt the dung and urine teft thereon. A« wonl ha
vaused gheep to be nteh more thought of than fur
merly, it s a pity that some prominent breeders do
not introduce the use of the common. simple **shocp
hurdie,” which is nnivenseily seen in England, with-
out which no farmer there conid keep his land in
condivion 1o boar the counsiant deain npon ss by ihe
rapid succession of crops taken therefrom. Whate
change might be produced on exhausted light
land by a good system of shecp husbandry, keeping
the sheep o groat portioa of the yoar in pens on the
land ; first rye, thon clover, roots, &¢.,~—adopting a
conrse of rotation with crops which would not only
allow of supporting a larga flock on every farm, bat
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very great change has come over the broeders of
Shropshires ; they have availed themselves of larger
sheep of heavier flecee and carlier maturity, so thatthe
only affinity they bear to the original Shrop are dark
faces and legs; they now pride themselves in ex-
hibiting some well fatted shoarlings (yearlings past,)
weighing upon times 22lhs, to 241Ls, per gaarter, but
this is not general.”

The Shropshire Downs arc nearly as large as the
Leicesters and Cotswolds, and yield abont the same
quantity of wool. They have the dark-coloured legs
and face of the South-downs,—the same nice round
compact frame, and even uniform symmetry of ap-
pearance, with the additional recommendation that
they are about one-third heavier. They are remark-
ably free from linbility to discase, and are very hardy.
They are prolific breoders, arrive at maturity early,
fatten quickly upon a comparatively small quantity
of food, and their wool. when they are well fed. is of
that peculiarly glosey character which is much desir-
ed for the manufacture of a certain class of lustrons
goods. They produce = superior article of mniten,
and in this vespect are only excelled by the South
Downs. Very fine specimens of this varicty of sheep
have been imported into-the United States and Can-
ada. Randall, in his Practical Shepherd, gives an de
count of a ram imported in 1851 whoso live weight is
834 1bs., and who yiclded on the 16th May, 1868, 17
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by hriuging a fourth or fifth of it in tum cach year
for posis 8 much tiore pumerous herd might be win-
tered. in addition to the sheep than was ever thought
possible to be fed alone.”

A choap, portable handle for sheep may Le made
wiih posis two laches square, and cross bars of inch
sirips three inches wule,—the sirips et into the posia
sy half an inch—the whole nailed together, nnd
strengthened with cross braces. A stronger kind is
made with heavier posts, and the bars mortieed into
them. We have scen such hurdles in use in the
noighbourhood of Guelph, the sheep being folded on
flelds of vetches, &c., and leaving the land in fine
order for a subsequent crop.

mentions a three-year old ewe, whose live weight ig
241 1bs., and when sheared at the dats nst mentioned,
gave 91bs, 3 oz. of washed wool of 114 moaths growth.
Mr. George Miller, of Markham, gives the Shropshire
Downs a very high character, and says thit for health,
hardinrss, and casinicss of keo they excel all the other
sheep, of which he has four kinds. The Council of
the Provincial .i\gricultuml Association, at its recent
meeting, in revising the Prize List for the Exhibi-
bitlon in Scptember next, erected this breed into o
separate class, and we may therefore expect that it
will heneeforth attract more notice than it has hitherto
done.

Cure for Scab in Sheep,

For the benefit of Wool-Growers, I send yon a
recipe for the cure of scab—which has been used with
great success in this county. It bas the advantago
of being cheap and not injuring the constitution of
the sheep, or persons applying it, besides being & sure
cure,

The recipe was procured by a shepherd of tdns county
from his fathor, in Ireland, who has charge of abont
600 sheep there,

Recipe~To one gallon of Tobacco water or Salt
brine, add one ounce of Corrosive Sublimate ; one
ounce of Sal Ammouiac; one ounce of Arsenic ; one-
fourth ounce Blue Stone ; one-half gilt Qil of Vitriol 4



