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before spring. In 1885 I bought two more tried
outdoor wintering, one in the chaff hive came
through alright the other starved as before.
Last year in May I bought one more, these
cast three swarms each and gave us nearly 100
pounds surplus honey. 1 bought two more
Ttalian colonies and subscribed for the C. B. J.
when I soon discovered that hitherto I knew
really nothing of bee-culture. After reading
carefully the evidence of your correspondents
as to the best mode of wintering, I soon de-
cided on the cellar mode. Five of my ten coelonies
were third swarms and not very strong;
towards spring I fed these a little, on April 6th
I set out three of the strongest and found them
in fine condition ; on April 15th I set out three
more found them all O. K. also, then on the
26th I concluded to set out the balance but
found the wind was too cold as hundreds of the
first one set out fell to the ground and perished.
I decided to leave the rest where they were till
the weather got warmer, on April 30th it was
alright and I set ont the balance, finding them
in fair condition, and now at the time of writ-
ing (May 20th) they are all much heavier than
when put into winter quarters. I attribute my
success to the information derived from your
paper, and would not pretend to keep bees with-
out it or some equslly good journal. The
colonies set ont April Gth being strong in bees
and supplies, have done better than those set
Lout later. I conclude that good healthy colonies
with good supplies may be set out much earlier
than weak ones. I. had no such difficulties as
you report when taking their first flight, no
mixing up that I could discover took place and
I begin to think I can handle bees as well as
some others. Nearly all my neighbors who
keep bees lost more or less in both ways of
wintering. The month of May so far has been
very propitious, and I expect the swarming
season will i1 consequence be earlier than
usual.
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Perhaps it would be as well to say that the
price for Heddon brood frames on page 6 of our
circular does not include punching them for

wiring. The price when punched is $1.50:
per thousand. P h P #r.s0



