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Church cannot abandon the idea of special providence. To give up
doctrine is to give up all. The Church must insist that prayer is
ered—that some power superior to nature hears and grants the
uest of the sincere and humble Christian, and that this same power
wome mysterious way provides for all.
A devout clergyman sought every opportunity to impress upon the
of his son the fact, that God takes care of all his creatures ; that
falling sparrow attracts his attention, and that his loving kindness
wer all his works. Happening, one day, to see n crane wading in
of food, the good man pointed out to his son the perfect adaptation
the crane to get his living in that manner. ** See,” said b 3, ““how
legs are formed for wading! What a long slender bill he has!
e how nicely he folds his feet when putting them in or drawing
out of the water! He does not cause the slightest ripple. He is
enabled to approach the fish without giving them any notice of his
ival. My son,” said he, ** it is impossible to look at that bird without
izing the design, as well as the goodness of God, in thus providing
means of subsistence.” *“ Yes,” replied the boy, *“ I think I see the
88 of God, at least so far as the crane is concerned ; but after all,
, don’t you think the arrangement a little tough on the fish ?
[Bven the advanced religionist, although disbelieving in any great
nt of interference by the gods in this age of the world, still thinks,
in the beginning, some god made the laws governing the universe.
believes that in consequence of these laws a man ean lift a greater
t with, than without, a lever ; that this god so made matter, and
@slablished the order of things, that two 'bodies cannot oceupy the
Space at the same time ; so that a body once put in motion will
moving until it is stopped ; so that it is a greater distance around
aeross a circle; so that a perfect square has four equal sides,
of five or seven. He insists that it took a direct interposition of
nce to make the whole greater than a part, and that had it not
for this power superior to nature, twice one might have been more
twice two, and sticks and strings might have had only one end
Like the old Scotch divine, he thanks God that Sunday comes




