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Specinl Premigis.

My little B.}'tlcle on the manner of awarding
gpecial premiums at our shows seems to have stirr-
ed up some of the members of the Amencan Poul-
try Assocmtlon, at Portland, Judgmg from the
reports I read of the meeting there. Iam glnd ic
did, forL as we gll know, there are geveral improve-
meqts or reforms needed in our ‘present exhibition
system, and we may as “well make a begirning
here as a'nywhcre But it cannot be made in‘the
way some of the speakers suggested It tan only
be made in one way, and that way is to make the
entcy fee cover all the premiums offered. Make
the entry, fees the same to all cxhlbxtors, and chm-ge
no per cent. for specials.

Iam sat:sﬁud that this is the only fair and equi- |
table manner of awardmg premiums, and in any
association where I have a voice, it will be the only
rule followed. Many cxhibitors have goed birds,
but not having plenty of money, are afraid to risk
the ten per cent. entry fee on a large gpecial, and
thus, while winning the first and second pr emiums
in a given class, loge the va.luable specml which
their reighbor with more money and poorer stock,
carries off. Nor is the pecuniary loss the only one
the poor exh;bztor realizes. He also loses the ad-
vertisement of “best pair B. B. Games,” and his
more fortunate nval does not forget to publish to
the world that %ie won the 25 dollar special premi-
um for ¢ best pair Games, ¥ gt —— ghow. Thus
the society helps to rob & poor man, and helps a
sclzrcel,y Lonest” man to deceive the ‘public. True,
he won the spccml offered for the “best pair,” and
ag winnet ha.s a right to 8o adv«,mse, but, after all,
1s it rxght" is it, honorable 7" I say, Cortainly not!
But one will say, ¢ The socxcty cannot aﬁ'ord to of-
fer such a specxal unhss they get ten per cent. of
such s;})ecml as an entry fee.” Well if they cannot
aﬁ'ord it, tb;n why offer it at all? Let the society
oﬁ’u; suc}'x premxums a8 they can afford and pay
them. Tt the general entry cover a“ premmms
offered.

Suppesing the, plan ] I suggest does make the list
ofiprexoivms,.and especially the list of spegials,
logk a lit{le smaller—are they:any less in the end?
Certainly net.  Fox, if the, exhibitors donafe the|.
spocial in {en.per cent. endry feeg, who it g,
ality, that offers, the‘ smc!ab-—ﬁhe sociefm or exhis|.
hitor3- .

1
True, fanciers and breeders care less for the cusk
consxdergtxon of the premium than they do for the
honor of it, when ‘there is Zomar int thé wihning,

- | Bub in the cas¢ of a third premium bird winnfm}.

specx?l for best, how much honor is attached to 3t ?

' ——Tamcs M L/un!nng. i Amartcan, I’oultry Yard _
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Eggs for }Iqtch;ng.

The writer is frequently ealled ‘upon as to the
price of eggs for hatching. The answer is never
satisfactory. It is and shouid be the seller’s aim
to meke the price as low a¥- can be afforded, yet
there geldom comes & purchaser but wishes to pur-
chase at a little lower figure, at the: game time ad-
mitting that the fowls from which' the eggs are
obtained, are as finc as any, and the price egually
as reasonable. Therc appears to be an inherent
disposition in many persons to cheapen every com=
modity they are seeking to purchase. Such indi-
vidualg generally meet with their deserts. If a
geller drops & shade from the first named: price;
this certain:class of p.rchasers are more. ready to
buy, with the vain idea that they are getting a bar-

- gain, when perhaps at the same time they are pay-

ing a triffjg advance on the figures the seller in
reality fedls tLat he can afford his commodities for,
It is better, when dealing with fair, honest people,
to pay the price asked, or Iet the commodity alone,
whatever it be. It is the object, and duty perbaps,
of every purchasér to obtain: his merchandise as -
reasonable as ‘possible, but he should not harbor
for & moment, the idea that he can go to a persen
kéeping and breeding pyre and thoroughbred fowls
of any description, (which have been purchased in
many instances at an extravagant figure) and ask
him to scll a cetting of eggs for the: common pnce
obtained at the country store.

Eggs that are all right, and warranted to hatch,
and come true to name, must, except in very rare
cases indeed, come at & higher figure than common
market eggs. Consider the trouble of enclosure,
and extra care of fowls, and the vare in the gather~
ing of eggs solely for the purposes of mcupatlon
The very best birds are chosen and’ separated fro
the main flock, They must needs be closely con~
fined and carcfully guarded that no mxstukes occu,r,
and it is st.l om that a all the brecds Iay well m
thelr close conﬁnement ‘even thh the mo~§ (;are-'
ful feudmg and attendance The hens of man
br«.eds get too fat for breedmg purposes, and 171
not Ia.y well unless allowed a large grassy rin, A
this is attended witha addxtxonal expense ——(’tzwdr,x'
Gentlemq,(z

Exiry deer shot in the Scottish Hnghlsnds ns
50id to cogt, in one way and anather aboug $250.

Iy Erance, the kepping of poultry, yields an en,-
nual return of gbmgt $75,000,000.




